Audubon Field Notes 


Published by the National Audubon Society in Collaboration with the U. S. Fish G Wildlife Service 


Volume 7, No. 4 25 Cents August 1953 





MAURICE BROUN has more than 
30 years experience as a naturalist, 
with principal activities in conserva. 
tion and the development of wild. 
life sanctuaries in five states. He is 
recipient of a D.Sc. from Muhlen.- 
berg College, in 1952, for achieve. 
ments in conservation. Author of 
“Hawks Aloft”, in which he tells of 
his pioneer work at Hawk Moun- 
tain Sanctuary, and of the “Index 
to North American Ferns.” 





















"Razor-sharp, brilliant close-ups ...” 
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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Spring Migration 


Ludlow Griscom 


HE WEATHER 


last spring was 


pattern in the United States 
particularly complicated, and 

its effect on the migration of birds was so 
varied as to appear hopelessly paradoxical to the 
inexperienced and uninitiated. This can be judged 
from the outline below, selected to bring out the 
contrast. 

Northeastern States: Wet and rainy season. The 
only near Boston followed rain at dawn. 
Marked early arrival of tropical Central American 
birds. 

South Atlantic States: Warm and dry, backward 
in April. Several Central American birds recorded on 
the Coastal Plain, where ordinarily very rare. 

Florida: Warm, wet April; dry May. Many early 
Central American birds, some far eastward. 

Appalachians: Normal weather, few waves; Dr. 
Brooks writes interestingly of “northern” birds nest- 
ing farther south at lower altitudes, and “southern” 
birds nesting farther north at higher altitudes. 

Middle-western Prairies and Ontario: Early spring 
warm, April cold and wet, May cool and wet. Many 
waves, good counts, best in seven years. 

Western Great Lakes: March early, April cold and 
wet, May with violent winds and tornadoes; no large 
waves of migrants. 

Central Southern Region: Superb analysis by Dr. 
Lowery and Mr. Newman. Violent weather, tornadoes, 
floods and hail. Many cold fronts in April. Four 
waves followed rain, others preceded arrival of cold 
fronts. Superb migration on coastal points from 
northwestern Florida to southwestern Louisiana, the 
so-called coastal hiatus. Inland, a fine season at 
Birmingham, Ala. (cold front and rain) and Rose- 
dale, Miss. (most rain in 30 years, a memorable 
migration). Concluding notes on western 
of last fall and winter. 

Southern Great Plains: Cold, very dry. Spectacular 
flight of warblers, many eastern species; also many 
western species. 

Southern Texas: Fine write-up by Messrs. Goldman 
and Watson. Perhaps not enough rain in April. May, 
rain and seven cold fronts, perhaps too late to do any 
good far southward. Late wave at Cove, Texas (well 
north, April 29) and at Austin, Tex. (still farther 
north, May 11). The western invasion continues. 

Southwest: Cold, windy, very dry. Delayed migra- 
tion; scarcity of late birds in southeastern Arizona. 

Southern California: Cold and dry; in mountains 
cold and windy, many birds hard hit. Excellent study 
of conditions by Mr. Small, which I trust can be 
continued for some years. Marked invasion of eastern 
birds. 

I sincerely trust that no one is dogmatic or con- 
ceited enough to believe he can explain these varied 


waves 


invasion 
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results without years of further study and analysis, 
just the purpose for which Axdubon Field Note 
exists, and is still being inadequately supported. |] 
should like to point out to my readers that the 
weather in the Central Southern Region, rain and 
cold fronts, occurred just once near Boston, in May. 
1931, and that no active birder could believe that 
the May migration could be so completely wrecked as 
in fact it was that year! Moreover the Western Great 
Lakes didn’t seem to do any too well! It is possible 
that the violent weather near the Gulf of Mexico 
accounts for the eastern records of Central American 
migrants, but I can make no suggestions about the 
spectacular warbler flight in the southern Great 
Plains, or the invasion of eastern birds there and 
in southern California. The only thing to do is to wait 
patiently and see what the weather conditions are 
when the spectacular warbler flight occurs again, and 
whether the invasion of eastern birds westward con- 
tinues or not. 

Southern Herons.—Many spring records north to 
South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Illinois, Kentucky, 
Michigan, Ohio, and a few to Massachusetts. Red- 
dish Egret, adult in full breeding plumage on Mono- 
moy, Mass., May 31 to June 3 (Bob Smart and many 
observers). Cattle Egret, north to Cape May, N. J., 
Maryland, Virginia; 4 nests found in South Florida, 
photographed, and specimen collected. 

Frigate-bird.—Inland in Florida on May 2, and on 
the North Carolina coast on May 1, after a storm. 

Ducks.—European Widgeon in Oklahoma and 
California. Am. Merganser nesting near Dayton, Va. 
Fulvous Tree-duck trapped in Missouri. 

Kites.—Swallow-tailed, White-tailed and Missis- 
sippi Kites in South Carolina; Swallow-tailed Kite 
in Ontario; Mississippi Kite in Kentucky, southern 
Texas and northern Texas. 

Shorebirds—Good flight in Massachusetts (very 
late), Wisconsin, Minnesota, South and North 
Dakota and the southern Plains. Knot, 5000 in New 
Jersey, May 17; 10,000 at Monomoy, Mass., June 6. 
Hudsonian Godwit, records from Monomoy, Mass. 
(2), Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota (5), peak 
of 79 in coastal Texas. Buff-breasted Sandpiper, 1000 
in southeastern Texas, also Commerce, Tex., Okla- 
homa, South Dakota (60), and North Dakota (26). 
Am. Golden Plover, good spring flight, no Atlantic 
Coast reports, but noted in Arizona. A Lapwing at 
Bombay Hook Refuge, Del. 

Ringed Turtle Dove.—Nesting around St. Peters- 
burg, Fla. 

Burrowing Owl.—Near Chicago, Ill. in 1952 and 
again in 1953. 

Spotted-breasted 


Miami. 


Oriole. — Well established in 


Bobolink.—Spring flight in coastal Texas. 

Western Invasion—See Louisiana, Texas and 
Southern Great Plains. Green-tailed Towhee at 
Newport News, Va. in February and in Illinois in 
late April; numerous other reports outside its nor- 
mal range. 

Eastern Invasion —See Southern Great Plains and 
Southern California for western records of eastern 
species 

Southern Species Northward.—Black-necked Stilt 
at Grand Isle, La., and for the second time in western 
Florida; also at Southport, ma. April 18; 2 on 
Long Island, N. Y., May 23 to 31; 2 on Plum Is- 
land, Mass., June 5-18. Chuck-will’s-widow — to 


Demarest, N. » and Des Moines, lowa. 

White-eyed Vireo in Nowa Scotia. Many reports 
of Prothonotary Warblers north of regular breeding 
range to eastern Massachusetts, Ohio, eastern West 
Virginia and El Paso, Tex. The Cerulean Warbler 
is clearly extending its range eastward to the Atlantic 
Coastal Plain, north to eastern Massachusetts. The 
Summer Tanager was found north to eastern Massa- 
chusetts (3), New York (2), New Jersey, West 
Virginia, Cleveland and Chicago. There is a Boat- 
tailed Grackle colony at Fortescue, N. J. And an 
adult male Painted Bunting was at a feeder for 
several days at Brookline, Mass., and photographed 
in color. 





REGION REPORTS 


Spring Migration 


April 1 to May 31, 1953 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.— 
March was mild, without any sharp cold waves; it 
was excessively wet, with over eleven inches of rain at 
Boston, flooding marshes, 
ponds, and fields. There 
were no marked waves of 
migrants all month, and 
the dabbling ducks were 
in poor numbers, as were 
also the Fox Sparrows. 

April was also mild 
and very wet, with over 
six inches of rain near 
Boston. There was a 
sudden freak wet snow 
storm, April 13-14, which 
did considerable damage 
to human interests as 
well as causing loss of 
life to Mourning Doves, 
ORLOCK 2 Tree Swallows, Am. Rob- 
ins, Eastern Bluebirds, 
and nesting Black Ducks 
and Woodcock. There was a spectacular wave on 
April 26, migrants fairly flooding Plum Island thick- 
ets, local lawns and salt marshes; the number of 
Yellow-shafted Flickers, Yellow-be!lied Sapsuckers, 
Hermit Thrushes, Ruby-crowned Kinglets, various 
sparrows and juncos was outstanding: My party rec- 
orded 103 species in Essex County, Mass. Mrs. Fran- 
ces Elkins found a heavy hawk flight on April 28. 

May was, on the whole, a cool and rainy month 
with weather conditions making big lists on week- 
ends impossible. There were only two great waves; in 
both cases, a warm night followed by rain at dawn 
precipitated the birds almost visibly. The schedule 
for land birds was as follows: 

















May 5. Great wave, pouring rain all day. Seventy- 
five White-crowned Sparrows in Boston Garden 


(Argues and Ruth Emery), 17 species of warblers 
(Elkins and Griscom). 

May 5-7. General arrival of summer residents, con- 
firming early trend of Tropical American migrants. 

May 12-13. Small flight; transient warblers in num- 
bers, 21 species. 

May 18. Great wave, rain at dawn, clearing later. 

May 24. Migrating of transients rapidly waning. 
Early arrival of (Acadian) Sharp-tailed Sparrow in 
Essex County. Several late species not in yet. 

May 24-31. Cool weather, no flight of late mi- 
grants, which are reported as very late in southern 
Nova Scotia (H. F. Lewis) and eastern New Bruns- 
wick (C. S. Robbins). 

May 31. (Acadian) Sharp-tailed Sparrow common 
at Monomoy, Mass. (large party). 

June 6. (Acadian) Sharp-tailed Sparrow arrived 
at Sackville, N. B. (Robbins). 

June 8. (Acadian) Sharp-tail still present (not 
unusual) in Essex County, Mass. (Mrs. Elkins). 

June 10. (Acadian) Sharp-tailed Sparrow finally 
arrived in Nova Scotia (Lewis). 

The sea-bird and shorebird migration was on an- 
other schedule. 

May 1-23. Shorebird migration about normal in 
Essex County. 

May 24. Shorebird numbers in Essex County very 
disappointing. 

May 30. Long sea trip off Cape Cod yielded 
315 Sooty Shearwaters, 1 Greater Shearwater (very 
rare), no petrels at all (unprecedented), and only 1 
Jaeger (Pomarine), which is surprising as Parasitic 
is the only usual species. 

May 31 and June 1. Monomoy, Mass. Shorebirds 
notably poor in numbers and variety (W. H. Drury 
and A. H. Morgan). 

June 3. Monomoy, flight of Red Knot and San- 
derling, 1 Parasitic Jaeger (Drury, R. Stackpole). 

June 6. Monomoy. Tremendous flight of shore- 
birds. Knot, 10,000; Sanderling, 50,000. Two adult 
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Hudsonian Godwits, second New England spring 
record (Morgan). 

June Essex County tour with Oliver K. Scott, 
Ruth Emery and Jack Beattys. One hundred eighteen 
Species June New England record; 21 
species of shorebirds, including a Purple Sandpiper 
(R. Emery), a Northern Phalarope (R. Emery) and 
a male Curlew Sandpiper in full breeding plumage 
(Griscom and ten other observers). 

The spring migration also had the following fea- 
tures: (1) freak migration records, due most prob- 
ably to an abnormal winter. Tree Swallow, Essex 
County on Feb. 22; Grasshopper Sparrow, 1 col- 
lected at Wayland, Mass., March 21 (Morgan); Am 
Egret, Cambridge, April 2 (Griscom), White-crowned 
Sparrow, 1 in full moult, April 18, Plum Is. (R. 
Emery ). 

(2) Unprecedented numbers in eastern Massachu- 
setts of Ruby-crowned Kinglet and Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker (usually uncommon to rare). Also the 
change in status of the three “rare’’ warblers, Ten- 
nessee, Cape May and Bay-breasted, deserves com- 
ment, due to their recorded abundance as breeding 
species in parts of Ontario and Quebec. Last year all 
three species had their best recorded spring flight 
since 1917. This year the flights of Tennessee and 
Cape May were good, and the Bay-breasted broke all 
historic records. The total counts of individuals seen 
by me during the last two springs, a running score 
which I have kept in the Northeast for 45 years, are: 
Tennessee, 22, 16; Cape May, 43, 18; and Bay- 
breasted, 25, 34. 

(3) Notably poor in numbers were all the rails 
(due to flooded marshes ?), the Barn Swallow (down- 
ward trend steadily continues) and Eastern Bluebird. 
Also of the (Wilson's) Black-capped Warbler, after 
the number of freak wintering records in the United 
States. 

(4) Other rarities. Readers should note the south- 
ern element without any strong southerly storm. 

Eared Grebe—Adult in full breeding plumage, 
May 17, in Saugus River, Lynn, Mass. (Griscom, 
F. Elkins, Wm. H. Claflin 3rd). 

Reddish Egret—Adult in full breeding plumage, 
May 31-June 3, Monomoy, first recognized as distinct 
from a Little Blue Heron by Bob Smart. Well seen 
by Griscom, Beattys, R. Emery, Dorothy Snyder, 
Ellen Stephenson, and E. Barry, 7 of whom were 
previously familiar with the species in life. Attempts 
to collect it with a rifle on June 1 and 3 by Allen 
Morgan, Bill Drury and Richard Stackpole failed; 
all 3 are familiar with the species in life. It could not 
be found on June 6. 

Black Brant.—One beautifully seen on Brewster, 
Mass., flats with white-bellied birds, Feb. 28 (Gris 
com and large party). 

Snow Goose.—An immature on Fresh Pond, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., March 31 (Carl Zerbe, Eleanor Barry 
and Griscom). Many other reports. 


recorded, 


Blue X Snow Goose hybrid —On Plum Island, 
April 18 (Griscom and many others). 
Black Vulture —One out of 3 shot at Marion, 


Mass. in late April, widely publicized as a young 
California Condor! 
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Black-necked Stilt—Two on First Impoundment, 
Parker River Refuge, Mass., June 5 to date; first 
Massachusetts record in about 90 years. Found by 
Patrolman Stanwood but unreported; discovered in- 
dependently by young Robert Strickland, and seen 
often by every active birder in eastern Massachusetts. 
Photographed but not collected at express request of 
Parker River Refuge officials. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher.—At least 6 reports. 

White-eyed Vireo.—Several reports. Also May 26- 
30 at Arnold, Shelburne County, Nova Scotia: full 
details kindly sent in (Harrison F. Lewis). 

W’orm-eating Warbler—At 
Plum Island (Bob Smart). 

Prothonotary W'arbler.—One singing adult male in 
Harvard Yard, Cambridge, Mass., for several days 
to May 16. 

Cerulean Warbler.—Female at Nahant, May 17-18 
(many observers). 

Hooded Warbler —Several reports. 

Summer Tanager—At least three birds, two adult 
males, and one green male with pink head and breast, 
early in May. 

Painted Bunting.—Adult male in perfect plumage 
at a Brookline feeder, May 6-9 (Mrs. Stephen Wheat- 
land). Seen by innumerable observers, and beauti- 
fully photographed in color by Blake Johnson and 
shown to Nuttall Ornithological Club—LupLow 
GriscoM, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cam- 
bridge 38, Mass. 


least two reports on 


HUDSON—ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—In New 
York City March was unusually warm with rainfall 
nearly 4.5 inches above normal; April and May also 
were warm and wet. At 
Newbury, Vt. the spring 
temperatures were high 
with rainfall slightly 
above normal. In the city 
of Quebec the weather 
varied but little from the 
usual, the snow disap- 
pearing from the fields 
in late March. In general 
the migration of many 
early and 
prolonged over the usual 
period. At Swanton, Vt. 
the migration of water- 
fowl was about a week 
early, was scattered over 
a longer period and the 
birds came through in 
smaller than normal 
flocks. In northern New 
Jersey the waves of migration were not well defined; 
the most noticeable was on May 6 (Dorothy Pallas). 
At Cos Cob, Conn. the only real wave, May 8, was 
preceded by a mild night with fog (Mrs. Carol S. 
Roesler). Near Syracuse, N. Y., there was a good 
flight on May 5 which tapered off through several 
succeeding days. At Montreal the heaviest warbler 
flight was on May 13 and 14. 
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Loons through Herons.—The flight of Common 
Loons in the Connecticut River valley was light, but 
at Oneida Lake, near Syracuse, N. Y., it was heavy 
on April 12. On April 18 there was a total of 123 of 
these loons on 3 ponds in northern New Jersey, 71 
of which were on Swartswood Lake (E. B. Nixdorf). 
An unusual record of 7 Sooty Shearwaters at Fire 
Is.. L. I., was made June 1 (S. Hopkins fide F. P. 
Wolfarth). A heavy flight of Gannets was noted at 
Mecox Bay, L. I., on April 16; between 300 and 400 
passed in half an hour flying eastward along the 
south shore (J. J. Elliott). Early ““white herons’ were 
rather numerous. At Lake Onota, near Pittsfield, 
Mass., an Am. Egret remained a week from May 
2: 4 of these egrets were at Rumson, N. | May 
16 (G. M. Seeley) and 12 at Jones Beach, L. I., May 
31 (Mayer, Rose). Snowy Egrets were at Rumson, 
N. J., and at Jones Beach, L. I., in late May. A 
Glossy Ibis was reported in Great Swamp near Morris- 
town, N. J., May 13 (E. Chalif). An early Am 
Bittern was at Somers, Conn., March 24 (D. Ross); 
other early dates were April 8, Rockland Co., N. Y. 
(Mr. & Mrs. Barron), and Rutland, Vt., April 12 
(Betty Ball). 

Swans and Geese.—The migration route of the 
Whistling Swan in spring is west of this Region and 
only strays are normally seen. Such a vagrant was at 
Culver Lake, N. J., in mid-April (EBN). A flock of 
30 over Endicott, N. Y., on April 30 was probably 
following the eastern edge of the usual flight line. 
Some Canada Geese passed through the southern 
part of the Region in late February and early March 


but there was a marked uniformity in the dates of 


] 
{ 


the main flight. At Glastonbury, Conn., this flight 
occurred from March 20 to 23 (L. J. Whittles); at 
New Paltz, N. Y., the maximum was on March 21 
(J. Burroughs Nat. Hist. Soc.); at Williamsburg, 
Mass., it was from March 21 to 23 (S. A. Eliot). 
The Canada Geese went through the Green Mts., Vt. 
from March 28 to April 1 and the numbers were well 
above average. The first migrants at Swanton, Vt. on 
Lake Champlain arrived on March 24 (R. H. Minns). 
Canadas reached Quebec city, March 22, and by April 
10 they were generally distributed down the St. 
Lawrence River; the largest single flock contained 
about 3000 birds, this at L’'Islet (R. Cayouette). 
There seems to have been a late flight too; on April 
18 a flock of 130 went over Ringwood, N. J. (S. 
Waldron), and at Bear Mt., N. Y. several flocks 
passed up the Hudson R. about May 20 although the 
April flight had been heavy here (J. C. Orth). A 
flock of 10 over Lake Bomoseen, Vt. on June 12 
(BB) is so late that we may question their status as 
migrants. 

The Am. Brant is becoming a regular late spring 
migrant at Montreal; 75 were in the Richelieu 
River on May 10, and 89 at Montreal, May 31 
(I. A. McLaren). On April 4 a flock of 65 brant 
passed over Newbury, Vt.; they were flying north 
and followed the course of the Connecticut River 
generally but cut across the meanders (W. P. Smith). 
Many brant were reported in the St. Lawrence River 
in mid-April; 1 was caught alive at La Sarre, Abitibi 
Co., Que. and sent to the zoo at Charlesbourg (RC) 


On June 5 over 700 were seen at Seven Is., Que. 
(M. Campbell). 

Twenty Snow Geese spent several weeks on a pond 
at Wainscott, L. I.; a small flock was seen on the 
Hudson R. near Kingston, N. Y. on April 19 (F. 
Hough) ; 125 were seen flying north over the Conn. 
R. at Greenfield, Mass., March 28; at least 3 flocks 
passed over Franklin Co., Mass., April 2 and, on the 
same date, were seen at Monroe, N. H. (SAE). Two 
flocks totaling 140 birds flew high over Sudbury 
Valley, Vt., April 1 and 14 were seen at Shoreham, 
Vt., May 11, both of these near L. Champlain (BB). 
At Montreal 5 were reported, May 16 (G. H. Mont- 
gomery). The first seen at Charlesbourg, Que. were 
on March 29, a flock of 100. On April 10 there were 
many reports from the St. Lawrence R. in Montmagny 
Co.; the largest flock, 3000, was at Cap St. Ignance 
On May 4, when the concentration at Cap Tourmente 
was believed to be just past its peak, the flock was 
photographed from the air by the Canadian Wildlife 
Service; it showed that the entire flock numbered 
30,110 (Greater) Snow Geese (RC). About May 25 
the last Snows left the Cape. 

Ducks.—The Ring-necked Duck was reported as 
the commonest transient duck in the Connecticut R. 
valley from March 22 to April 18. They also showed 
an increase on the Vermont side of L. Champlain 
(W. R. Miller). There was a good flight at Oneida 
L., N. Y. in early April; Canvas-backs too were nu- 
merous there (a flock of 2000+, April 12, Onondaga 
Aud. Soc.). The only Barrow’s Golden-eyes reported 
were 4 at Riviere-du-Loup, St. Lawrence R., April 
10 (RC). An enormous flock of about 1150 Old- 
squaws gathered at Fire Is. Inlet, L. I. in late March 
(JJE). Two Surf Scoters were seen at Northampton, 
Mass. on May 17, the first report from this section 
(SAE). 

Hawks.—Early Turkey Vultures were seen at L. 
Mohonk, N. Y. (D. Smiley) and at Sheffield, Mass. 
(SAE) on Feb. 22. They have become increasingly 
plentiful in western New England. Blaca Vultures 
were reported twice; 1 at Westfield, Mass., March 
21 (E. J. Burt) and another at Navesink, N. J., 
May 24 (GMS). An early Red-shouldered Hawk was 
seen near Montreal on March 14 (Mrs. G. A. 
Golden). The main flight of Red-tailed and Red- 
shouldered Hawks at Mt. Tom, Mass. was on March 
21 and 22; the highest Broad-winzed count there was 
125 on April 24. Near Syracuse, N. Y. about 100 
Broad-wings went over on May 3. Rough-legged 
Hawks began to leave the vicinity of Syracuse in 
mid-April and were last seen at nearby Oneida Lake 
on May 10 (Spofford). The only Golden Eagle re- 
ports were from Mt. Tom, April 23 and 27. A tre- 
mendous flight of Sparrow Hawks was seen at Sandy 
Hook, N. J., April 11. In an hour and a half (9 to 
10:30 a.m.) 227 were counted flying north along 
the beaches; with them were 12 Pigeon Hawks 
(G. D. Stout). Pigeon Hawks were first recorded at 
Seven Is., Que. on April 24 (MC). 

Shorebirds —A Wilson's Plover was at Mecox, L. IL., 
May 9 to 16 (C. K. McKeever). Two Woodcock 
were seen at Madison, N. J., Feb. 27 (Mrs. Carol 
Davis) and on March 4 they were performing both 
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at Wilbraham, Mass. and at Hamden, Conn. There 
were several reports of Upland Sandpipers; among 
them were 6 on April 21, Lamington, N. J. (CD) 
and May 2 near N. Y. (F. Scheider). 
Greater Yellow-legs were recorded at Springfield. 
Mass., March 14 (Avery). Eighty Purple Sandpipers 
were counted at Atlantic Beach, L. I., on March 15 
(Arbib). Red-backed Sandpipers were numerous at 
most points; about 1000 were at Jones Beach Inlet, 
L. I., April 5 (J. Bull). Two Black-necked Szilts 
were at Mecox Bay, L. I., from May 23 to 31 
(CKMcK and many others). These may be the 
progeny of the experimental transfer of eggs to 
southern New Jersey last spring. 

Gulls and Terns.—Five Glaucous Gulls were seen 
on Comeau Bay, Que. on April 23, the only record 
(MC). Iceland Gulls were more distributed. One 
was in Central Park, N. Y. City from Feb 12 to 
March 13 (Messing). In the Connecticut R. valley 
in Massachusetts 1 was at Hadley, March 15 and 1 
at Northampton, April 4 (SAE). Two Great Black- 
backed Gulls were at Pontoosuc Lake north of Pitts- 
field, Mass. on May 16 (L. Griscom), the first Berk- 
shire record. An unusual concentration of 2000 Ring- 
billed Gulls was seen on April 9 off Montreal (J. D. 
Cleghorn). Laughing Gulls were seen far inland on 
April 8 when 6 visited Ashoken Reservoir, N. Y. 
(R. Pyle). A Bonaparte’s Gull was reported from 
Northfield, Mass.. March 26 (Severance). A flock 
of about 80 Least Terns visited Staten Is., N. Y. 
City on May 31 (Miss M. P. Weingartner). Caspian 
Terns were on southern Long Island on May 16, 
when 19 were seen at Idlewild (Mayer). These terns 
are now recognized as regular on Sandy Pond near 
L. Ontario, N. Y. (O. Aud. Soc.). A few Black 
Terns were seen migrating coastwise at Jones Beach, 
L. I. (JB) on May 17. At Glastonbury and Wethers- 
field, Conn. some of these terns were present from 
May 4 to 10 (P. Fellows, R. Goodsell). One was 
seen near Pittsfield, Mass., May 3, and 16 were found 
near Syracuse, N. Y., May 4. Large numbers of Black 
Terns were on the Richelieu R., Que., May 10 
(IAMcL). 

Doves, Cuckoos, Goatsuckers.—The first Mourning 
Doves were seen at Easthampton, Mass., March 13 
(SAE) and at Montreal, Que. on March 20 (IAMcL). 
They were in good numbers throughout, particularly 
in the foothills of the Green Mts. in Vermont (A. M. 
Decker). The Yellow-billed Cuckoo far exceeded the 
Black-billed in numbers in Rockland Co., N. Y., but 
in the central Green Mts. of 
Black-bills were normal, none of the other species 
were seen (AMD). At Binghamton, N. Y. the 
Yellow-bills were way down in numbers (L. E. 
Bemont). Near Syracuse, N. Y., where there was a 
great number of tent caterpillars there was the un- 
usual ratio of 4 Yellow-bills to 1 Black-bill (O. Aud. 
Soc.). The most northerly report of the Chuck-will’s- 
widow was of 1 on May 14 at Demarest, N. J. (B. 
S. Bowdish). Several hundred Common Nighthawks 
migrated through Glastonbury, Conn., May 29 to 31 
(Olive Rhines). 

Flycatchers through Crows.—The earliest E. King- 
bird report was at W. Hartford, Conn., April 28. 
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The first Eastern Phoebe of the spring was reported 
on March 6 at So. Windsor, Conn. (SAE) but it 
was not until May 9 that it arrived at Seven Is,. 
Que., a new record for the vicinity (MC). Early 
migrating Tree Swallows were seen at Brookfield, 
Mass., March 19, and on March 25 they were noted 
at Canaan, Conn. (A. A. Saunders). A remarkably 
heavy coastal flight was recorded at Sandy Hook, 
N. J. on April 11 (GDS). The Rough-winged Swal- 
low is another species that is extending its range 
northward. Two were seen on May 11 at Newbury, 
Vt. (WPS). An Am. Magpie was reported from 
Sandy Hook, N. J. on May 17 (GDS). Common 
Ravens were seen frequently at Seven Is., Que. and 
some were reported flying northward over the ridges 
in western New Jersey. Migrating Am. Crows were 
early; on March 16 there was a heavy flight north 
in the Champlain valley, where 1754 were counted 
in an hour at Bridport, Vt. (BB). 

Titmice, Mockingbirds, Thrushes.- 
very firmly established in 
Connecticut, and showed a marked increase there 
(Betty Long). A Mockingbird was singing at Mer- 
rick, L. I. to the end of April (JJE). Am. Robins 
were early in migration; 80 counted in 15 
minutes as they flew across a road near Vernon, N. J. 
on Feb. 20 (C. K. Nichols). Migrants arrived near 
Kingston, N. Y. on March 6. Robins were at Charles- 
bourg, Que. on March 23 (RC) and at Seven Is., 
April 24 (MC). Olive-backed were nu- 
merous, and the period of migration considerably 
prolonged; an early record was on April 28 at Bronx 
Park, N. Y. City (Komorowski). 
reached Seven Is. on June 1 (MC). 

Gnatcatchers.—The Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, too, is 
pushing northward and it was quite common in the 
vicinity of N. Y. City. There were several reports 
from Long Island from April 16 on. Among others 
were 6 seen near Morristown, N. J. about April 12 
(CD), 1 at Ringwood, N. J., May 24 (SW) and 
1 at Deal, N. J., May 10 (B. Einhorn). At Bing- 
hamton, N. Y. they showed a considerable increase. 
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These thrushes 


and they were found in numbers in the vicinity of 
Syracuse, N. Y. during May; it is an unusual bird 
in that section. On April 26 and 
seen at Deerfield, Mass. (Allen). 
Warblers—A Prothonotary Warbler was in Pros- 
pect Park, Brooklyn, N. Y. on April 26 and May 6: 
in the Moravian Cemetery, Staten Is., N. Y. one was 
seen on 3 occasions in May (MPW); one was sing- 
ing on May 15 at Granby, Mass. (Bryant) and 3 
were seen at Oneida L., N. Y., May 29 (FS). A 
Worm-eating Warbler was on Mt. Tom., Mass. from 
May 11 on (SAE). Of the hybrid Golden-wing X 
Blue-wing Warblers it is the Brewster's that is more 
frequently seen. This spring's reports reverse this 
usual status. Brewster's were seen on May 6 at W. 
Springfield (Riedel) and at Lenox, Mass. On May 
17, one was found at Longmeadow, Mass. (LG). 
Binghamton, N. Y. had one on May 16 (Layman); 
Simsbury, Conn., one on May 20 (E. P. Dodge). 
Others were in the vicinity of New York City. As 
for Lawrence's, there were 6 reported from Rockland 
County, N. Y. (Rockland Aud. Soc.); 2 from May 
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g to the present time at Harrison, N. Y. (K. Harte) ; 
others were in No. Greenwich, Conn.; Prospect Pk., 
Brooklyn, N. Y. and at Orange, N. J. A feature of 
these reports was that the Brewster's were rather 
widely dispersed but the Lawrence’s seemed con- 
fined to a small, tight area about N. Y. City. There 
was a large flight of Tennessee Warblers near Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. on May 17; 200 were seen at the Oak- 
wood Cemetery on that day (O. Aud. Soc.). At 
Northampton, Mass. there were more than normal 
numbers from May 13 to 19 (SAE); they reached 
Charlesbourg on May 25 (RC) and Seven Is., May 
27 (MC). Cape May Warblers were more numerous 
than usual; in fact they seem to grow so with passing 
vears. This once scarce species at Montreal is now 
considered one of the most abundant warblers 
(IAMcL). A count of singing Cerulean Warblers in 
Camillus Valley near Syracuse on May 25 totaled 41 
individuals; normally this is a rather rare bird in 
this section. There were several additional records of 
this warbler from the vicinity of N. Y. City. There 
were many reports of late Blackburnian Warblers 
south of their usual breeding grounds. One Yellow- 
throated Warbler (ssp.) was seen on April 6 at W. 
Hartford, Conn. (French). Bay-breasted Warblers 
again increased. Mourning Warblers, too, show an 
increase year by year in the Syracuse area. In Hamp- 
shire County, Mass., above Knightsville, a pair of 
these warblers was seen on May 29 and was still 
there on June 6 with strong indications of nesting 
(John Kieran). On May 22 at Banks Hollow, Staten 
Is. 6 Yellow-breasted Chats were seen; at Middle- 
bury, Vt. one was reported, May 24 (AMD, S. S. 
Eddy, Jr.). An early Black-capped Warbler was seen 
on May 5 in Franklin County, Mass. The record of 
an Am. Redstart on April 26 at Stamford, Conn. is 
early (Ellen Jane Halpren). 

Meadowlarks through Tanagers —At Hanover Air- 
port in northern New Jersey a Western Meadowlark 
spent most of the month of May and sang freely for 
the many observers. More Orchard Orioles than usual 
were reported: 2 at Deerfield, Mass., May 9; one at 
Ashley Falls, Mass., May 11; 6 in Rockland County, 
N. Y. on May 24 (R. C. Aud. Soc.): one at Bethany, 
Conn. (H. Bunting) ; and one near New Paltz, N. Y., 
May 26 (F. Hough). Two records of Summer Tan- 
agers were accepted: one at Wilton, Conn., May 5 
(Mrs. T. Leonard, confirmed by L. Bradley), and 
one at Idlewild, L. I., May 6 (J. Mayer). 

Finches and Sparrows. 


mentioned 


Dickcissels, frequently 
in the winter records, remained through 
part of the spring season. A Wantagh, L. I. bird 
left in mid-March; those at Franklin, N. J. were 
last seen, April 9 (EBN); the bird that wintered at 
Glastonbury, Conn., left about May 11 (LJW). Other 
reports are 2 at Sandy Hook, N. J., April 11 (GDS) 
and Fairfield, Conn., May 9 (BL). It was expected 
that some of these Dickcissels might remain to breed 
but none have been recorded since mid-May. The last 
report of Evening Grosbeaks at Canaan, Conn. was 
10 on April 21; throughout the spring the flocks 
there have shown only about 20% ¢2 (AAS). 
Local flocks were present through May in the Green 
Mts., Vt., notably at Granville (AMD). At Seven 


Is., Que. they were still present at the end of May 
(MC). A Hoary Redpoll was identified at Spring- 
held, Mass., March 12 (SAE). The Common Redpoll 
peak in the Conn. River valley of Massachusetts was 
March 21, and the last report from western Massa- 
chusetts was 4 on May 8. At Newbury, Vt., 300 
were present on March 21 (WPS). The flight of Pine 
Siskins was very heavy through April in the southern 
part of the Region. But few of the White-winged 
Crossbills remained from the winter incursion; the 
last record was of 4 at Springfield, Mass. on March 
14 but one of these stayed until April 30. Grass- 
hopper Sparrows were reported early; one at Spring- 
field, Mass., March 22 (D. Guyett) was the first in 
the Region. The last Snow Bunting was recorded at 
Seven Is.. Que. on April 28 (MC).—Cuar es K 
NICHOLS, American Museum of Natural History, Neu 
York 24, N. Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—The 
season was unusually warm and rainy, with precipi- 
tation from 50% to 100% above normal, tempera- 


tures far above av- 





erage, and, as a 
result, early vege- 
tation. In the an- 
nual D.V.O.C 
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10 a total list of 
230 birds was 
made by 15 groups, 
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the migration at 
the end of April, 
with record-breaking counts on May 2. The D. C. 
Audubon Society Regional Census on May 9 produced 
211 species. The warbler migration was generally 
poor in the northern part of the Region, but there 
were fine flights at Hawk Mountain from May 3 to 
18, ending abruptly on the 19th. 

Herons.—The striking event in the Region was 
again the appearance of Cattle Egrets, one being seen 
in the same pasture as last year at Cape May, N. J. 
on May 11 by B. G. Murray, Jr., and Robert Rise- 
brough, and 2 later by other observers; 2 at Chinco- 
teague, Va. on May 13, by J. H. Buckalew; and one 
on April 25 near Berlin, Md. on a D.V.O.C. trip 
(C. S. Robbins, ef al.). Charles Price and Quintin 
Kramer saw 2 Glossy Ibises on May 10 at Tinicum, 
Philadelphia; and one was carefully studied at Port 
Tobacco, Md. on May 2 by Catherine Crone and 
Katherine Keeley. 

Swans, Geese, and Ducks.—Two healthy immature 
Whistling Swans remained at Patuxent Refuge, Md., 
to May 9 (F. M. Uhler, R. E. Stewart). There was 
an unusually late migration of Canada Geese in the 
northern part of the Region, J. T. McNeill reporting 
flocks totaling about 1000 birds on May 9 in New 
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Jersey and Pennsylvania. Some 10,000 Brant were 
still present at Tuckerton, N. J. on May 10. R. J. 
Beasley saw 5 Blue-winged Teal at Seaford, Va. on 
the very late date of May 9. Ring-necked Ducks still 
increase as spring migrants at Patuxent Refuge, 720 
being counted on March 10 (CSR). A Hooded Mer- 
ganser at Loch Raven on March 7 is the earliest date 
for the Baltimore area (Haven Kolb). 

Grouse.—Joseph Cadbury saw a Ruffed Grouse at 
Pocomoke River, Md. on May 10. 

Hawks.—Pennsylvania had 3 Goshawk records: 
Standing Stone, April 3, and Herrickville, April 21 
(W. W. Reid) ; and King of Prussia, April 19 (DC). 
Irving E. Hampe saw a Broad-winged Hawk at Ar- 
butus, Baltimore, Md., March 7. W. F. Rountrey 
saw an adult Broad-wing and 2 young learning to fly, 
at Stumpy Lake, Norfolk, May 28, the first breeding 
record in eastern Virginia 

Rails to Coots——Sora did not appear at Camp- 
town, Pa., until May 18 (WWR). A Black Rail was 
observed at Beach Haven Inlet, N. J., May 11 
(BGM). A Purple Gallinule, found perched on a 
bush at Norge, Va. on April 29 and seen to May 
10, is a very unusual record (Bruce McCartney). A 
Florida Gallinule was seen at Camptown, Pa., on 
May 11 (WWR); one was .ound dead at Greens- 
boro, Md. on May 21 (Calvin Butler); and an in- 
jured bird was found on the Skyline Drive, near 
Afton, Va., just outside the Shenandoah National 
Park, on May 17 (Mr. & Mrs. W. O. Lewis, R. J. 
Watson). Coots reached a peak of 10,000 on March 
21 at Middle River, Md. (Edwin Willis). 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.— A Lapwing, a rare 
straggler from Europe, was discovered by John Miller 
and Charles Price at Bombay Hook, Del. on March 
14, and was seen by other observers the next day. 
Two Am. Oyster-catchers were seen at Beach Haven 
Inlet, N. J.. May 11 (BGM). V. A. Debes found an 
astonishing number of Red Knots, 5000, at Avalon, 
N. J. on May 17. A Curlew Sandpiper was recorded 
at Tuckerton, N. J., May 24 (F. Van Sant, Jr.). 
David Aldrich saw a Great Black-backed Gull at 
Washington on April 21, which is the second record 
for the District and very late for any inland place. 
A Roseate Tern was seen at Beach Haven Inlet, May 
11 (BGM). 

Cuckoos to Humminghirds.—Notwithstanding the 
presence of swarms of caterpillars, there were no 
heavy early flights of cuckoos in Maryland. A Short- 
eared Owl was seen at Herrickville, Pa. on April 3 
(WWR). A Saw-whet Owl, banded at Laurel on 
April 6 is the latest for central Maryland (CSR). 
A Barn Owl's nest, with 11 eggs, was found on April 
12 at Tinicum, Pa. (D.V.O.C.). A Whip-poor-will 
on April 11 at Loch Raven, Md. was early (HK). N. 
J. McDonald heard the first spring song of the Chuck- 
will’s-widow on April 24 in Cape May County, N. J 
A Ruby-throated Hummingbird on the Yorktown 
Peninsula on April 13 is the earliest Virginia record, 
and one on April 12 at Gibson Island (Mrs. W. L 
Henderson) is the earliest for Maryland. 

Woodpeckers to Wrens.—Only one Red-headed 
Woodpecker appeared at Hawk Mountain this season, 
April 16 (MB); and only one on the D.V.O.C. 
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‘round-up’ on May 10. A Traill’s Flycatcher was seen 
at Hawk Mountain, May 4 (MB); one in Charles 
County, Md., May 9 (KK); and one near Charlottes. 
ville, Va., May 10 (R. R. Kerr, R. H. Peake, Jr.). 
Johnny Westbrook found 3 (Prairie) Horned Lark's 
nests at Danville, Va. in late March. Broun reported 
extraordinary flights of Blue Jays at Hawk Mountain 
during the first three weeks of May. A pair of White. 
breasted Nuthatches was seen feeding fledglings at 
Stumpy Lake, Norfolk, Va., May 10, the first breed- 
ing record for the Cape Henry region. A Bewick's 
Wren, probably a female, was seen at Unity, Md. 
from April 6 to early May (Seth Low); and a sing. 
ing male was examining nest boxes at St. Clair, Pa., 
May 23 to 25 (John Stasho). 

Vireos and Warblers.—Rountrey, F. C. Richardson, 
and Dr. Gerald Akers saw a Solitary Vireo near 
Northeast, Norfolk Co., Va. on April 11; and R. R 
Kerr and R. H. Peake, Jr., saw a Philadelphia Vireo 
at Charlottesville, Va., on May 10. In the northern 
part of the Region, among the rather rare warblers, 
the Tennessee was quite frequently reported; and 
the Bay-breasted was fairly common, 25 being listed 
at Hawk Mountain on May 17 (MB). Scott found at 
least 15 Prothonotary Warblers in May along the 
Henrico-Goochland County line, west of Richmond, 
Va., and a singing male west of Farmville on May 
30; also one at Hanover, Va. on April 12, which is 
an early date; and Robert Eggleston found 3 males 
and a female at Danville, Va. this spring. Swainson’s 
Warblers were seen along the Pocomoke River, Md. 
from April 25 on (D.V.O.C.). Blue- 
winged Warblers in the Richmond area on April 25 
and 29 and May 4; C. C. Steirly saw one on April 
20 in Blackwater River Swamp, on the edge of Surry 
and Sussex Counties, Va.; P. A. DuMont found one 
at Glen Echo, Md. on the very early date of April 
26; and one was scen at Charlottesville, Va. on May 
1 (RRK, RHP). A Brewster’s Warbler was seen at 
Hawk Mountain from May 11 to June 1 (MB). 
Rountrey found (Wayne's) Black-throated Green 
Warblers in several areas in Norfolk and Princess 
Anne Counties, Va. during the breeding season, and 
found nests on April 4 and 11 near but outside the 
Dismal Swamp. A singing Cerulean Warbler on 
April 26 in Pocomoke Swamp, north of Willards, 
is the first record for the lower Eastern Shore of 
Maryland (E. R. Manners, John McIlwain and many 
other D.V.O.C. members). This warbler is clearly 
extending its range eastward. One was seen near 
Robbins Corner, near Norfolk, Va. on May 12 
(WFR); and one near Haddonfield, N. J. on May 
12 (D. R. Coman). McCartney carefully studied a 
singing Mourning Warbler at Norge, Va. on May 
24.-There is no definite record for Tidewater Vir- 
ginia. A (Western) Palm Warbler at Laurel, Md. 
on May 8 is the second spring record for this race 
in 11 years (CSR). A (Yellow) Palm Warbler on 
March 29 is the earliest record for the Baltimore 
area (HK). A Kentucky Warbler, rare in southern 
New Jersey, was seen at Westville on May 7 (ERM) 

Grackles and Tanagers.—The colony of Boat-tailed 
Grackles located last year at Fortescue, N. J. by 
Frank McLaughlin seems to be well established. He 
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saw 4 males there on March 21, and 18 males and 
females on April 4. Several Scarlet Tanagers were 
seen in Tidewater Virginia: Robbins Corner, near 
Norfolk, May 4 (WFR); Hampton, May 23 (FRS); 
Williamsburg, May 15 (JHG); Norge, May 15 and 
24 (BM). Joseph E. Rogers, Jr., found a male Sum- 
mer Tanager near Mt. Laurel, N. J. on May 2. 

Finches.—Scott found a singing Dickcissel at 
Curle’s Neck, Richmond, Va., May 10. A Blue Gros- 
beak was seen and heard at Masonville, N. J. on 
March 23 (Lawrence Corn); and a Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak was seen at Robbins Corner, Norfolk, May 
4 (WER). A very early Indigo Bunting was seen at 
Gibson Is., Md. on March 22, and 6 on April 8 (Mrs. 
WLH, E. Tappan, A. Varrieur). In Pennsylvania 
Pine Siskins lingered until late May. There was a 
heavy flight in Maryland well into April, with a 
peak of 400 at Laurel, Mar. 26 (SHL, CSR); 100 at 
Towson on April 9 (Lola G. Strack); a large move- 
ment at Baltimore from April 5 to May 10 (IEH); 
and smaller flocks elsewhere. Other late dates: Camp- 
town, Pa., May 19 (WRR); and in Virginia: Dismal 
Swamp, May 16 (BM, WFR); Danville, May 4 
(RE); Richmond area. May 10 (FRS); Albemarle 
County, May 16 (RRK, RHP). This was an Am. 
Goldfinch year in eastern Virginia, with tremendous 
flocks (JHG. FRS), one flock in Byrd Park, Rich- 
mond on April 28 being estimated at 1000. A single 
Evening Grosbeak was seen several times during the 
last half of March at Petersburg, Va. (W. B. Mc- 
Ilwaine, Jr.); and 3 were seen at Camptown, Pa. on 
April 19 (WWR). Red Crossbills were found at 
Wrysox, Pa., 2 on May 18 (WWR); Laurel, Md., 2 
males and 2 females, April 26 (Eleanor Robbins) 
to May 10; and Danville, Va., 10 on May 19 (RE). 
White-winged Crossbills were still present at Ard- 
more and Philadelphia, Pa. on March 22 (Horace 
Groskin and many others). 

Green-tailed Towhees—A Green-tailed Towhee 
made almost daily appearances at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. R. C. Cutler, near Newport News, Va. from 
February 6 to late April, and was seen by many ob- 
servers, including Mrs. L. Machen, Doris Smith, and 
R. J. Beasley. Mr. and Mrs. John R. Gatewood closely 
observed another Green-tailed Towhee at Amelia, Va. 
on April 7, 9, 10, and 11—JULIAN K. POTTER, 437 
Park Ave., Collingswood, N. ].. AND J. J. MURRAY, 6 
White St., Lexington, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
Leaf growth was noticeably delayed over much of 
the Region during April. Ample moisture promot- 
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the normal for that month. Arrivals seemed 
to be fairly regular but there was a definite lag in 
the departure of several species. A White-tailed Kite 
at Clemson, S. C. was an extremely rare wanderer 
A Golden-winged Warbler at Augusta, Ga. and 
Tennessee Warblers at Eastover, S. C. and Tryon, 
N. C. were rare spring migrants. A Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak on the coast at Wilmington in late April 
was very much out of range. A Lincoln's Sparrow 
was collected at Atlanta, Ga. Very few reports of 
the movements of water birds came to us, but they 
were probably near normal. 

Grebes through Ducks.—A Red-necked Grebe was 
studied at length through a B & L spotting scope, 
April 24, at Harbor Island, Wilmington, N. C. by 
T. W. Simpson. Three Brown Pelicans reached the 
Pea Island Refuge on the upper North Carolina 
coast on March 10, a very early date (L. B. Turner). 
At Beaufort, N. C., an adult female Magnificent 
Frigate-bird was observed by a N. C. State College 
ecology group, May 1 (D. A. Adams). The bird was 
flying before a strong southwest wind. The appear- 
ance was associated with unsettled weather during 
several preceding days. At the Pea Island Refuge, 18 
Whistling Swans, of a total count of 200 since the 
first of the year, remained until April 7. The Canada 
Goose flocks were strong, generally. The last of the 
estimated 6000 Snow Geese at Pea Island left on 
March 3 (Turner). A lone Blue Goose, wintering on 
a 3-4 acre pond with domestic geese at Elkin, N. C., 
elevation 1000 ft., was still present at the close of 
the period. Blue-winged Teal were reported at 
Coleraine, Ga., May 14 (J. W. Burch); May 3 at 
Winston-Salem, N. C. (Simpson); and May 4 at 
Elkin, N. C. (Hodel), and were considered late at 
those places. Wood Ducks were seen on the spring 
census at Greensboro, N. C., May 2. Ring-necked 
Ducks were present at Elkin, N. C., May 3; N. R. 
Whitney, Jr., found them at Warner Robins, Ga., 
April 26. 

Kites, Eagles —E. Burnham Chamberlain reported 
4 or 5 Swallow-tailed Kites and a Mississippi Kite 
in the Santee delta area near McClellanville, S. C., 
May 11. In the party were, Ellison Williams, R. E. 
Edwards and Arthur Wilcox. Swallow-tails have been 
known to breed in this area. At Augusta, Ga., a 
single Mississippi Kite was seen on May 10, and 6 
were seen, May 21 (J. Fred Denton). A White-tailed 
Kite, extremely rare in the southeast, was carefully 
studied, May 18, at Clemson, S. C. by Douglas Wade 
of the College faculty. An adult Bald Eagle at 
Augusta, Ga., May 5, is noteworthy (Denton). 

Sand pipers, Stilts, Gulls.—Four Upland Sandpipers, 
scarce in the coastal areas, were found at Daniel Field 
Airport, Augusta, Ga., April 7, (Denton). George 
Smith reported a Black-necked Stilt at South Port, 
N. C., April 18. Wilson’s Snipe, apparently in- 
creasing in numbers in recent years, attracted atten- 
tion in several sections. At Augusta, Ga., they re- 
mained as late as May 10 (Denton); at Aiken, S. C., 
William Post, Jr. found them from March 20 through 
April 5, with a peak count of 30 snipe, April 3. 
They were present at Winston-Salem, N. C., May 3, 
and at Greensboro, N. C., May 2. The peak popula- 
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tion of Great Black-backed Gulls at the Pea Island 
7 on February 18; at least 6 were 
present at the close of the period (Turner). 

Goatsuckers, Swallows.—Early Chuck-will’s-widows 
were heard at Coleraine, Ga., March 23 (Burch). At 
the Piedmont Refuge, Ga., Ambrosin noted them, 
April 12. They had also reached Charlotte, N. C., by 
April 12. Whip-poor-wills were at Charlotte by 
April 1. Rough-winged Swallows were seen at Macon, 
Ga., April 17 (G. Rohwer), and at Elkin, N. C., 
March 21 (Hendren & Hodel). 

Thrushes, Pipits—A Hermit Thrush was late in 
leaving Coleraine, Ga., April 29 (Burch). Denton 
reported the departure of the wintering Sprague’s 
Pipits, April 24, at Augusta, Ga. 

Warblers—The migration of warblers must have 
been abnormally heavy; they were reported from all 
quarters. A single Swainson’s Warbler was found 
again at Airlie Gardens, Wilmington, N. C., April 
25 & 26 (Mrs. T. W. Simpson & Mrs. M. P. Spencer). 
At Augusta, Ga., Denton collected a male Golden- 
winged Warbler, a rare spring migrant, on April 
29. A Tennessee Warbler, also rare in spring, was 
watched for some time at Eastover, S$. C., May 4 
(Mrs. W. H. Faver); another Tennessee Warbler 
was located at Pearson’s Falls, near Tryon, N. C., May 
10, by John O. Watkins. Parula Warblers were about 
on schedule in southern Georgia but were one to two 
weeks late in North Carolina, possibly delayed by late 
retarding the insect crop. Myrtle Warblers 
were at Augusta, Ga. as late as May 10, when 12 
birds were seen. At Warner Rolsins, Ga., Whitney 
found a peak concentration of 137 of these warblers, 
April 11. A few remained until April 29. Chestnut- 
sided and Bay-breasted Warblers were at Charlotte, 
N. C., May 8 (Sarah Nooe). A Black-poll Warbler 
at Augusta, Ga., May 26, was very late (Denton). 
At Charlotte, N. C., the first of the Louisiana Water- 
thrushes was reported, April 4 (Norman A. Chamber- 
lain). 

Bobolinks, Bkackbirds—A week ahead of previous 
records, Bobolinks were noted at Augusta, Ga., April 
19 (Denton). ‘On May 10 Messrs. Hendren and 
Hodel found the first Bobolinks to be reported from 
Elkin in 13 years. At a roadside pasture in South 
Carolina, a few miles from Landrum, Gabriel Cannon 
and Ellison Williams found 3 Brewer’s Blackbirds, 
2 males and a female, April 21. 

Finches.—One of the most unusual records of the 
period was the appearance, at Wilmington, N. C., 
of a male Rose-breasted Grosbeak on April 26. M. 
P. Spencer studied the bird leisurely at famed Airlie 
Gardens. At Augusta, Ga., Denton saw Painted 
Buntings, April 19, a little ahead of schedule there. 
Dickcissels were also early at Augusta and more 
numerous than in the last several years. They were 
reported at Warner Robins, Ga., May 10 (Whitney). 
Some 50 Purple Finches and a small flock of Red- 
polls were still about at Winston-Salem, N. C., 
April 5 (Charles Frost). Pine Siskins were last seen 
at Augusta, Ga., March 29 (L. Johnston). Denton saw 
about 25 siskins at Milledgeville, Ga., April 26; and 
George Smith reported great numbers at Greensboro, 
N. C., April 24. During the Greensboro spring census 
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50 Red Crossbills were recorded, May 2. George 
Dorsey and Gordon L. Hight, Jr., collected a Green. 
tailed Towhee at Rome, Ga., on April 27. This is the 
first record for the State and possibly for the Southeast. 

Sparrows.—Savannah Sparrows were late in leaving 
the Augusta, Ga. area. Denton found 3 there, May 
10. They were in Elkin, N. C., April 26. Burch, at 
Coleraine, Ga., found Henslow’s Sparrows present, 
April 27. White-crowned Sparrows were at Elkin, 
Ni: a May 10 (Hodel ). W hite-throated Sparrows 
continued their stay at Augusta, Ga., until May 26, 
when one was seen at the feeder of B. Satcher. There 
were a few straggler White-throats at Warner Robins, 
May 9; and at Troy, N. Rx 12 were seen by Frances 
M. Covington, May 14. Richard A. Parks collected 
a Lincoln’s Sparrow at Atlanta, Ga., April 8. This 
is one of the very few known occurrences of that 
species in the Atlanta area— B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, 
Matthews, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—Temperatures averaged high 
at most Florida stations except during the latter half 
of April, when daily means in North Florida were as 

much as 15° below normal 





Maxima around 100° were 
frequent in late May (102° 
at Tallahassee on the 27th 
set a new record for that 
month). Although rainfall 
was excessive in April in 
North Florida, there was a 
general deficiency through- 
State in 
May, which proved to be 
May in 26 
years at Tallahassee (0.80 
inches). Great variation 
occurred even in South Florida, however, as exempli- 
fied by the total falls of 0.41 inches at Fort Myers and 
5.68 inches (excessive) at Miami. Observers whose 
field work followed rain and/or cold fronts found 
numbers of migratory birds, but those who could go 
afield only on week-ends found the migration gene- 
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rally poor. As in other years, certain species were 
reported only from the west coast and the Tallahassee 
region, supporting the belief that they had flown 
across the Gulf of Mexico (Orchard Oriole, Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak, most thrushes, and certain warb- 
lers). One species was found breeding for the first 
time in North America and another for the first 
time in Florida. 

Loons, Gannets, and Frigate-birds —Two Common 
Loons were rather late at the St. Marks Light on 
May 3 (H. L. Stoddard, Roger Tory Peterson, James 
Fisher). Gannets continued to occur in the vicinity 
of Alligator Point (near Panacea) through April 17, 
and one was collected on April 3 (Marvin Wass & 
Jack Fehon). An inland record of 3 Magnificent 
Frigate-birds near the Ochlockonee River south of 
Sopchoppy, May 2, was both unusual and early 
(Henry M. Stevenson, Jack Champion). 

Wading Birds—The first nesting of the Cattle 
Egret in North America was reported by S. A. Grimes. 
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who, along with Glen Chandler, found and _ photo- 
graphed a nest with one egg at the north end of 
Lake Okeechobee on May 5. When he returned with 
Stoddard on May 30, 3 more nests containing 
oan were found and a specimen collected. On April 
9 at Wakulla Beach (near St. Marks) a flock of 4 
Am. Egrets and one Little Blue Heron was observed 
flying in over the Gulf of Mexico from the south- 
east (HMS). After a heavy rain, 4 Am. Bitterns 
were found in a small pond near Tallahassee on April 
12 (Fehon), and similar conditions grounded at least 
18 Green Herons near St. Marks Light, April 25 
(HMS, MW, Fehon). 

Waterfowl—A record of 6 Am. Widgeon at Cape 
Sable, May 17, seems to be the latest for South Florida 
(L. A. Stimson). Other late records were made for 
the Canada Goose, when 7 were seen near Tallahassee, 
April 26 (HMS, JC), and the Green-winged Teal 
near St. Marks Light, May 3 (HLS, RTP, Fisher). 

Vultures through Falcons.—Eleven Turkey Vultures 
were migrating northwestward into the teeth of a 
strong wind near Tallahassee, April 20 (HMS). A 
concentration of 6 Everglade Kites near Clewiston 
on May 23 was encouraging (LAS). Several late 
Marsh Hawks were found near the St. Marks Light 
on May 3 (HLS, RTP, Fisher), and a late Peregrine 
Falcon on St. George's Island, April 28 (HLS, Leon 
Neel). Records near Tallahassee of a Sharp-shinned 
Hawk on May 15 (HMS) and a Sparrow Hawk on 
May 8 (HMS, Fehon) were unusual. 

Rails and Gallinules.—Seldom seen in spring in 
the Tallahassee region, the Virginia Rail was recorded 
twice this year: one near Carrabelle, April 28 (HLS, 
LN), and several near St. Marks Light, May 3 (HLS, 
RTP, Fisher). Equally unusual was the record of a 
Purple Gallinule found dead at Key West, April 10 
(Frances Hames); and an early record of this species 
was made at Panacea, April 11 (HMS). 

Shorebirds —A Ringed Plover at Lake Jackson, 
April 20, was the earliest ever recorded in Leon 
County (HMS). Another early record was that of a 
Spotted Sandpiper near the lower Auciila River, April 
{, and one was present at Lake Jackson as late as 
May 30 (HMS). Stilt Sandpipers were reported from 
three widely-separated localities: Sarasota region, 
March 30 to April 15 (Mrs. Stofer et al., fide Charles 
P. Preston); 7 near St. Marks Light, May 3 (HLS, 
RTP, Fisher); and Boca Chica Key, May 9 (FH). 
Other rarities for the respective localities were: Red 
Knot, Boca Chica Key, May 9 (FH), and White- 
rumped Sandpiper, 2 near St. Marks Light, May 3 
(HLS, RTP, Fisher). Late records were made for 
two species at Cape Sable on May 17—16 Hudsonian 
Curlews and 38 Am. Avocets (LAS). 

Gulls and Terns.—A Glaucous Gull, very rare in 
Florida, was present in Sarasota Bay from March 22 
to April 8 (Wilbur Smith, CPP, et a/l.). A Bonaparte’s 
Gull was late at East Pass (mouth of Apalachicola 
River), May 2 (HMS, ef al.). Inland records were 
made for the Least Tern at Otter Lake (near 
Panacea), May 16, and Lake Jackson, May 30, the 
latter being the second record for Leon County. 
Associated with it were the third Caspian Tern ever 
recorded in this county, several Common Terns, 


which are rarely identified there, and the latest Ring 
billed Gull ever recorded in Leon County (HMS) 
Several Black Terns, rare in spring, were found 
around St. Marks Light, May 3 (HLS, RTP, Fisher) 

Doves and Cuckoos.—The Ringed Turtle Dove 
(Streptopelia risoria) is evidently becoming estab- 
lished at St. Petersburg, where Grimes found 7 in 
the wild state on April 17. One pair was courting, 
one building, one had well-grown young, and a 
single bird seemed to be unmated. The first Mangrove 
Cuckoo was detected near Sarasota on April 14 (Mrs 
J. Platt fide CPP). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, and Swallows.—A very 
late Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was found on Alligator 
Point, April 27 (HLS, LN); a late Eastern Phoebe 
near Tallahassee, April 12 (Fehon); and a Western 
Kingbird at Cape Sable, April 5, may be the latest 
record for South Florida (LAS). An Acadian Fly 
catcher arrived in Leon County on the early date of 
April 12 (HLS). Late records of three swallows were 
made on the coast—the Tree Swallow at Live Oak 
Point, May 21, and transient Rough-winged Swallow 
and Purple Martins at Alligator Point, May 27 
(HMS). 

Thrushes and Kinglets—Records of transient Wood 
Thrushes were made on Alligator Point, April 27 
(HLS, LN), and at Sarasota, May 2 (CPP), the 
latter being one of a very few records of the species 
in the southern half of the Florida peninsula. The 
only Olive-back reported was collected on Alligator 
Point, April 27 (HLS, LN). Numbers of Veeries 
were heard flying over Tallahassee on the evenings 
of April 30 and May 1, where there are no diurnal 
spring records (HMS). A female Golden-crowned 
Kinglet collected at Six-Mile Pond, near Tallahassee, 
May 8, is the latest Florida record by six weeks 
(HMS, Fehon). 

Warblery.—A_ Blackpoll Warbler at Wakulla 
Springs, April 12, was the earliest record for the 
Tallahassee region (HLS, SAG, Eugene Odum, ef 
al.), and a Hooded Warbler at Alligator Point, 
April 27, the latest migration record for that species 
(HLS, LN). Myrtle Warblers near St. Marks Light, 
May 3, were also late (HLS, RTP, Fisher). A number 
of unusual records were established in the Sarasota 
region: Prothonotary, March 27 and April 9 (Mrs 
Platt, et al.); Swainson’s, April 27 and 28 (CPP); 
Blue-winged, April 23, and a late Kentucky, May 16 
(Mrs. Platt). Other records of the Kentucky 
Warbler south of its breeding grounds were made at 
St. Marks Light, April 25 (HMS, et al.), and Alli- 
gator Point, April 27 (HLS, LN). Other unusual 
locality-records were: Worm-eater, Alligator Point, 
April 15 (HMS, et al.), and near Miami, April 21 
(Mary Willingham); Blackburnian, St. Marks Light, 
April 25 (HMS. Fehon); Northern Water-thrush, 
Wakulla Springs, May 3 (HLS, RTP, Fisher). An 
unusual summer record was that of a Yellow-breasted 
Chat in full song at Shell Point (west of St. Marks), 
May 21 (HMS). 

Orioles.—Stimson reported that the Spotted-breasted 
Oriole (Icterus pectoralis) is now well established in 
Miami. Numbers of other orioles were in migration 
on April 8 and 9—Orchards to the number of 15 
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around Sarasota on the 8th (CPP, ef al.), and 25 
Baltimores at Miami Springs on the 9th (Jean 
Dunwody fide LAS). Four Baltimores were seen at 
Key West from March 19 to 28 (FH), and a 
flock of 15 Orchards near Tallahassee, April 26 
(HMS, JC). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Records of the Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak were received from 4 localities 
around the Gulf side of Florida: Key West, April 
4 (FH); Alligator Point, April 15 (HMS, e¢ al.); 
St. Marks Light, April 25 (HMS, MW, Fehon) ; Long 
Boat Key (near Sarasota), May 8 (CPP). Several 
Indigo Buntings were found in migration at Laurel 
on April 21 (CPP). A migrant Grasshopper Sparrow 
was found near St. Marks Light, April 25 (HMS, 
MW, Fehon). There were numerous late records of 
wintering birds. The Dickcissel which wintered in a 
Tallahassee back yard remained through April 26 
(Anne Pates). Pine Siskins, which invaded Florida 
during the winter, remained at Tallahassee until April 
6 (HMS) and at Sarasota until April 18 (CPP). A 


late Am. Goldfinch was reported from Wakulla 
County, May 3 (HLS, RTP, Fisher), and several 
near Tallahassee on May 8 (HMS) may be the 


latest Florida record, but for one freakish summer 
occurrence. The rare Leconte’s Sparrow was observed 
near St. Marks Light, May 3 (HLS, RTP, Fisher), 
and a few late White-throats on the same occasion. 
The last Slate-colored Junco in Mrs. Henry Becker's 
yard was seen on April 11, which is apparently the 
latest State record. A Field Sparrow, in full song near 
Tallahassee, May 15, constitutes one of several 
summer records of the species in that region (HMS). 
—HENRY M. STEVENSON, Dept. of Zool., Fla. State 
Univ., Tallahassee, Fla 


ONTARIO—WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—Following an 
mildest and 


unusually mild and open winter 
with the snowfall at 
Toronto in 110 
years), April and 
May were 
wet and generally 
backward _ through- 
out the greater part 
of this Region. The 
Niagara River was 
completely free of 
ice on Feb. 22 (a 
remarkable situa- 
tion) and May was 
the wettest in 50 
years at Buffalo, 
and the wettest 
on record at Port 
Arthur, at the head 
of Lake Superior. 
Grebes, Herons. 
—An Eared Grebe at Buffalo, Dec. 19 (Harold 
Mitchell) and a spring maximum of 300 Horned 
Grebes on the Niagara River on April 23 (Fisk) 
were the outstanding reports for this family. Five 
days later (April 28), 144 Horned Grebes were 


270 


(second lowest 





cool, 














swept over Niagara Falls (Conservation Officer Roy 
Muma). Likely due to the open nature of the winter, 
there were more wintering Great Blue Herons than 
usual, 14 being present at Buckhorn Island State Park, 
Niagara River, on Feb. 8 (Bacon, Melberg). 

Waterfowl—Five Whistling Swans wintered in 
the same area, according to the Buffalo Ornithologi- 
cal Society. A new observation for the Rochester 
area was a Barnacle Goose, seen at Shore Acres on 
April 4 by Robert McKinney, and by several other 
members and friends of the Genesee Ornithological 
Society on the Sth and 6th. The maximum number of 
Canada Geese at the gathering place at Oak Orchard 
Swamp, between Buffalo and Rochester, was 25,000 
(April 19, Winston Brockner). There was an un- 
precedented flight of Am. Brant in eastern Ontario, 
During the latter half of May and the first week of 
June, small flocks were observed along the upper St. 
Lawrence River (Kingston), the north shore of Lake 
Ontario (Oshawa, Port Hope, Toronto, Hamilton, 
etc.), the Niagara River (Niagara Falls), Lake 
Simcoe, south Georgian Bay, and at several places to 
the north of the head of Lake Temiskaming (Kirk- 
land Lake, Smooth Rock Falls, Larder Lake and 
Kenogami Lake). At Prince Edward County (Lake 
Ontario) and Larder Lake the flocks reached 200 
individuals, but the usual flock-size was from a few 
birds to 50. The maximum number of wintering 
Canvas-backs on the Niagara River was reached on 
Jan. 17 (14,000, Art Schaffner). The 2 Harlequin 
Ducks Mitchell discovered at the Niagara River gorge 
on Nov. 23 remained in the rapids above the Falls 
until March 15 (Buffalo Ornithological Society). A 
female was seen at Port Credit, west of Toronto, May 
2 (J. David West.) 

Hawks.—Howard Snelgrove turned in a convincing 
report of the observation of a Swallow-tailed Kite, 
April 14, between Newcastle and Bowmanville, east 
of Toronto; and a Harlan’s Hawk, at Cayuga, N. Y., 
May 22. was reported and sketched by Joel Abram- 
son, Joan Groskin and William Page. 

Gallinules, Coots—Two Florida Gallinules at 
Whitby, east of Toronto, Jan. 2 (John M. Barnett) 
and 200 Am. Coots wintering on the Kent County 
side of Lake St. Clair (Conservation Officer Art 
Roberts) were considered ‘very unusual.’ 

Shorebirds.—There were a great many more winter- 
ing Killdeer than usual, highlighted by 20 seen on 
Dec. 26 in Kent Co., Ont. by the Kent Nature Club. 
Even more unusual was a Spotted Sandpiper in Kent 
Co., Dec. 26 (C. M. Anderson, H. English). There 
is an earlier winter record from Point Pelee. 

Gulls.—High totals for Great Black-backed Gulls 
came from Hamilton (80, Jan. 1, Hamilton Nature 
Club) and Point Pelee (28, Dec. 25, Detroit Audu- 
bon Society). This species has been increasing of late 
years on Lake Erie, where it was formerly a rare 
winterer. The first Ivory Gull at Harnilton since 
before 1886 was reported by George North (2 indi- 
viduals, Dec. 31 to Jan. 6). A Black-legged Kitti- 
wake was at Fort Erie, Nov. 30 (Seeber. Kivett) and 
at Hamilton, Dec. 31 to Jan. 1 (North). 

Marres—A minor flight of Briinnich’s Murres 
occurred in December: Gouverneur, Dec. 7 (J. B. 
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Belknap), Glengarry Co., Ont., early December (Dis- 
trict Biologist Norm Patrick), Kingston, Dec. 9 to 
21. 5 birds (Dr. Ken F. Edwards), and Hamilton, 
Dec. 21, 4 birds (Hamilton Nature Club). Two of 
the Hamilton birds were found dead. One was picked 
up alive, Feb. 28, at Gore Bay, Manitoulin Island, 
Ont. (W. R. Ritching). 

Wrens, Mockingbirds.—A nest with 5 young Caro- 
lina Wrens was found at Rose Hill, Welland Co., 
Ont., May 31 (Mrs. Erma Fisk) and wintering Long- 
billed Marsh Wrens were reported from Whitby, 
Dec. 6 (Dr. R. M. Saunders) and Rochester, Dec. 
28 to Jan. 31 (T. Barry, H. VanBeurden). Individ- 
ual Mockingbirds were observed during the winter at 
Rochester, Jan. 15 (fide J. H. Barlow) and Ithaca 
(Sally Hoyt). Another was seen at Point Pelee on 
May 9 by William Almendinger. 

Gnatcatchers, Kinglets—There were more records 
of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers around the periphery of 
their range in southern Ontario than usual in May: 
on the 6th at Westport (Alden M. Strong); 8th, 
Collingwood (Alf. Mitchener) ; 12th, Huycke’s Point 
(District Biologist Harry Lumsden); and about the 
20th, Kingston (Art Bell). Marshall Field saw a 
pair building on the 24th at Tyrconnell, Elgin Co. 
Wintering Ruby-crowned Kinglets created interest at 
Toronto, Hamilton, Point Pelee, Rochester and 
Branchport. At Branchport several were seen (Charles 
J. Spiker). 

Waxwings, Vireos.—News of Bohemian Waxwings 
all came from the northern part of this Region: a 
few at Swastika, Kirkland Lake and Lorraine in early 
November (fide Fred Helleiner) and more abundant 
than for several years at the Lakehead, Dec. 30 
(hundreds seen Jan. 7 by Keith Denis). Two White- 
eyed Vireos were reported in southern Ontario dur- 
ing the spring: one at Lynden, April 4 (D. Delzell) 
and one at Turkey Point, May 12 (George Gibson, 
Doris Jensen). Perhaps the most extraordinary record 
in this report came from Rochester, where Thelma 
McNett saw a Red-eyed Vireo on Dec. 28 (it had 
been seen by several observers since Nov. 27). 

Warbler A Prothonotary Warbler at the north- 
ern edge of its range was seen on May 17 by Mr 
and Mrs. George Moore and Mr. and Mrs. C. R. 
Skelton (Greenock Swamp, Bruce Co., Ont.). Prof. 
T. F. MclIlwraith had seen an earlier one June 21, 
1935 in Bruce County (channel connecting Spry and 
Boat Lakes). Toronto's first winter Orange-crowned 
Warbler was seen, Dec. 28, by William Wasserfall 
There were two reports of winter Cape May Warb- 
lers: one at Branchport early in December; 4 at 
Ithaca, Feb. 23 (Mr. Davis). Wintering Myrtle 
Warblers were seen at Toronto, Oakville, Hamilton 
and Point Pelee, in Ontario, and at Ithaca, Alden 
and Rochester, in New York. Ten were seen on Dec. 
27 at Point Pelee (Helleiner) and 7 on Dec. 28 at 
Rochester (Genesee Orn. Soc.). Mrs. R. Easton, re- 
ported a ‘flock’ at Ithaca in January. The highlight 
of last winter at Toronto was a Black-throated 
Gray Warbler discovered at Glendon Hall, Dec. 7, 
by Bris Foster (first record for eastern Canada). It 
remained until the 17th (Monty Wood) and was 
photographed by Albert Van and Charles Molony. 


The best bird at Point Pelee this spring was a Kirt- 
land’s Warbler seen on May 10 by Frank Cook and 
Don Sutton (second record for the point). Two win- 
tering warblers, likely attracted by the open season, 
were an Oven-bird in Cedarvale ravine, Toranto, 
Dec. 11 (Barbara Stupart) and a Northern Water- 
thrush at Rochester, Feb. 7 to March 22 (R. T. 
O'Hara). Neither had been reported previously in 
winter at those places. Two Kentucky Warblers were 
seen at Point Pelee, May 10, a female by Earl Stark 
and Jack Livingston, and a male by Mrs. Jo Wright. 
These were shown to several other observers, and 
Ralph O’Reilley saw both birds. 

Orioles.—There seems to be an increasing number 
of Baltimore Orioles turning up in winter in this 
Region, of late years, particularly at feeding-trays. 
This last winter three were reported: at Branchport 
(Spiker), at Niagara Falls, Dec. 31 to Jan. 16 
(Mallam) and at Ithaca, Jan. 25 (E. W. Kivela). 

Finches. —William Maddeford saw a pair of 
Dickcissels at Glendale, near London, Nov. 23 to 
Dec. 6. One was seen later at Point Pelee by Dr. 
Harold Axtell (weekend of May 9-10). Few winters 
have seen so many Common Redpolls present. Large 
flocks were at the head of Lake Superior (‘enormous 
numbers’ in late March), Kirkland Lake, Pimisi Bay 
and various places in southern Ontario, as well as 
at various places in western New York, during the 
winter and early spring. One flock of 2000 was at 
Ithaca, Feb. 21 (H. & G. Marsi, Sheffield) and Dr. 
Richard Saunders had a flock of 1000 under obser- 
vation at Bondhead, Ont., Feb. 8. On March 12, 
another flock of 1000 was watched at Aurora, Ont 
by Mrs. Doris Speirs and others. Flocks of 500 were 
more common (Ithaca, Buffalo, Kingston, Barrie). 
They came in November and disappeared in April. 
Hoary Redpolls accompanied them in small numbers, 
Dr. Saunders picking out 8 among the 1000 Com- 
mon Redpolls at Bondhead, and Mrs. Speirs seeing 
about 10 among her 1000 Common Redpolls at 
Aurora. Other observations of Hoary Redpolls came 
from the Lakehead, North Bay, Barrie, Toronto, 
Hamilton, London, Lockport, Rochester and Ithaca 
All in all, it was the best Redpoll winter within this 
compiler’s recollection. Pine Siskins, too, were well- 
distributed and prevalent during the winter. It was 
also a Red Crossbill winter throughout the Region 
and particularly in the southern parts; 360 at Peter- 
boro, Ont., Dec. 26 (Frank Pammett), a flock of 200 
in Allegany State Park, Jan. 3 (Reg. Sundell) and a 
flock of 100 near King, Ont., March 1 (Gerry Ben- 
nett) were large totals. Smaller flocks were seen at 
the Lakehead, Pimisi Bay, Collingwood, Barrie, 
Toronto, Port Hope and London, in Ontario, and at 
Wilson, Rochester and Ithaca, in New York. Some 
lingered at Rochester until the end of May. A few 
White-winged Crossbills were reported. 

Sparrows.—Several Oregon Juncos were identified 
at Toronto feeding-stations, as well as at Ridgeville, 
Burlington and Port Burwell, in Ontario, and at Still- 
water, New York. More Field Sparrows wintered than 
usual: 15 at St. Thomas, Dec. 21; 24 in Kent 
County, Dec. 26, and a flock of 15 at Port Stanley, 
Jan. 18, in addition to individuals at West Elgin, 


271 








Hamilton and Ithaca. A  Harris’s Sparrow’ was 
watched at St. Thomas, Jan. 1, by Miss Foss; an- 
other was seen at Point Pelee, May 9, by Don Buck- 
nell (photographed by Richard Foster); and at the 
Lakehead, from May 11 for a week or so, they were 
present in ‘unprecedented numbers’ (Dr. Albert E. 
Allin). Ithaca, Rochester, Buffalo and various locali- 
ties in southern Ontario reported White-throated 
Sparrows wintering, but the surprising note came 
from more northern places. At Barrie, one was seen 
Dec. 29 (Brereton Field Naturalists), at Huntsville, 
2 on Dec. 9 (Budd Knapp) and at Kirkland Lake, 
2 from Nov. 28 to Dec. 21 (Mrs. J. G. Stephenson). 
Fox Sparrows wintered at Toronto, London, and 
West Elgin in Ontario, and at Branchport and Penn 
Yan, in New York.—JAMEs L. BaILiiz, Royal 
Ontario Museum of Zoology and Paleontology, 100 
Oueen’s Park, Toronto, Ont. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—If any season may 
properly be called a “normal” one, the spring of 
1953 in the Appalachian Region would certainly 
qualify. Both meteorologically and 
biologically, things happened pretty 
much as experience has shown they 
should. The usual birds were pres- 
ent, most of them in usual num- 
bers; there were few pronounced 
“waves” of migrants; there were ni 
late snows, unusual cold periods, 
Most. observers 
considered the spring migration un- 
spectacular. 

Pine Siskins, so abundant and 
so widespread throughout the win- 
ter, built up their populations until 
early May. They occurred from 
northern Pennsylvania to Georgia, 
and several observers reported flocks 
of “hundreds.” They invaded towns and cities, where 
dozens might be seen at almost any time, the birds 
feeding on dandelion seeds in lawns and along streets. 
Large concentrations disappeared during the period 
May 10-15, although they were still present in good 
numbers at Gaudineer Knob, Pocahontas Co., W. Va., 
on May 22. They may have nested locally, although 
we still lack positive evidence of this. 

Other northern fringillids reached the fringe of 
the Region late in winter or early in spring. Evening 
Grosbeaks appeared in the Warren, Pa. area on March 
2 (H. E. Johnson), and flocks built up to 100 through- 
out the spring. Individuals were still present at a 
feeding station on May 26, a very late date. Vincent 
McLaughlin reported 12 Common Redpolls in north- 
eastern Ohio on March 28. Redpolls were also 
present in March at State College, Pa. (W. S. 
Clarke, Jr.). Maurice Broun reported a very heavy 
flight of Purple Finches near Asheville, N. C. on 
April 3, and a similar report from the Morgantown, 
W. Va. area on April 12 comes from George Hall. 

Ecologists of the Region are becoming more and 
more puzzled at the accelerating parallel tendencies 
of ‘northern’ birds to breed each season farther south 





or severe storms. 








272 


and at lower elevations, and of “southern” birds to 
occupy areas farther north and at higher elevations, 
It is difficult to see how man-made disturbances could 
lead to such movements in both directions. As an 
example, from my home near Morgantown I can 
hear Least Flycatchers and Savannah Sparrows 
(“northern”) and Prairie Warblers (‘‘southern’’), 
none of which were present as breeding birds in 
the area ten years ago. 

Kentucky Warblers are reported by McLaughlin, 
Roy Booth, and others at new stations, farther north 
and more abundantly, in Ohio. Prothonotary Warb- 
lers are being found in new northeastern Ohio 
counties, and in greater numbers in eastern West 
Virginia (Hall, Wayne Davis, Clark Miller). In the 
Virginia Blue Ridge, at 3000 ft. elevation, J. J. 
Murray and others have been finding Cerulean 
Warblers. White-eyed Vireos have been found in 
West Virginia at 4000 ft., and are reported as in- 
creasingly common in northeastern Ohio. Summer 
Tanagers have appeared for the first time near Morgan- 
town (May 9-10—R. C. Conn, Hall, I. 
and at Parsons, W. Va. (Elevation 
R. DeGarmo). 

In contrast, Mrs. Blanche Dean and Tom Imhof 
report the first breeding season Song Sparrows from 
Alabama (near Fort Payne and Gadsden). Traill’s 
Flycatchers are present in numbers in the Shenan- 
doah Valley of West Virginia, at elevations under 
500 ft. Savannah Sparrows are abundant in suitable 
areas in southern West Virginia. 

An intensive, but unsuccessful, effort was made 
by members of the Brooks Bird Club to locate 
Sutton’s Warblers in the Berkeley-Jefferson County 
area in West Virginia where they were originally dis- 
covered. Many observers, including Karl Haller, the 
original collector of the bird, were in the field in late 
May, without results so far as the primary purpose 
of the foray was concerned. The status of this 
puzzling bird—hybrid, race, or species—becomes more 
of a mystery each year. The only known specimens 
are in the collection of the University of Michigan, 
where doubting students may satisfy themselves that 
such a bird, once at least, existed. 

The Regional Editor is happy to have notes from 
Tom Imhof on visits to Rabun Bald and Brasstown 
Bald in northern Georgia where so many Appalachian 
birds have their known southern breeding limits. 
Mr. Imhof's party found all expected species save 
Common Ravens and Warblers. Twenty 
species of wood warblers were noted on May 16-17. 

Loons through Herons.—Common Loons were well 
distributed in northeastern Ohio, but were scarce and 
very late throughout the remainder of the Appalachian 
Region. One Red-throated Loon was seen near State 
College, Pa. on April 13 (Cowell fide Merrill Wood). 
Roy Booth reported 2 Red-necked Grebes near Damas- 
cus, Ohio on March 21. Horned Grebes were ex- 
ceptionally common in West Virginia and western 
Maryland in mid-April. A surprising number of them 
were in full or near-full nuptial plumage. 

Double-crested Cormorants, unusual in spring in 
this Region, were reported at Cheat Lake, W. Va. 
(April 12, Hall); at Black Moshannon Lake, Pa. 
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(May 3, Wood); and near Knoxville, Tenn. (April 
19, J. C. Howell). Am. Egrets were more common 
than is usual in spring along the Ohio River (Hugh 
and Howell Land), and in northeastern Ohio 
(McLaughlin ). 

Swans, Geese, Ducks.—McLaughlin states that the 
big flights of Whistling Swans apparently passed by 
eastern Ohio, but that flocks were seen on April 10 
and 16. Big wintering flocks of Canada Geese in Ohio 
disappeared about May 15. DeGarmo found 2 Blue 
Geese on a farm pond near Beverly, W. Va. on 
May 10. 

There was an unusually heavy, and well distributed, 
flight of ducks throughout the area. Lesser Scaups, 
Am. Golden-eyes, Buffle-heads, Ruddies, and Am. 
and Red-breasted Mergansers were especially com- 
mon. At Point Pleasant, W. Va., J. C. Appel. 
Russell Priddy, and H. C. Dahl banded 218 dabbling 
ducks of 5 species during the spring season. Most 
observers agree that Gadwalls and Ring-necks are 
becoming more common, and Shovellers less so, al- 
though Clarke reports good numbers of the latter in 
the State College area. 

An extraordinary breeding record comes from 
Dayton, Va., where Dr. Harry Jepson, on May 26, 
discovered a female Am. Merganser with six young. 
Both parents and the young birds were seen by Dr. 
Jepson and Max Carpenter on May 27, and again 
on May 29. This is the region in which Carpenter 
has found breeding Yellow-crowned Night Herons. 

Hawks.—Hawks seem to have been present in 
good numbers in eastern Ohio, spotty elsewhere 
From Damascus, Ohio, Booth reported a Goshawk 
m March 10, Peregrine Falcons on March 27 and 
May 1, Rough-legged Hawks on April 5 and 8, and 
a Pigeon Hawk on May 16. Spring hawk flights are 
decidedly uncommon in this Region, but Cal Price 
reports a northward flight of 35 Broad-wings on May 
5 near Marlinton, W. Va. DeGarmo has found 
Marsh Hawks, presumably nesting, in Canaan Valley, 
Tucker Co., W. Va. 

Gallinaceous Birds, Gallinules—Rufted Grouse 
were found breeding (a hen with 7 chicks, and a 
nest with eggs) in northern Georgia. Apparently 
Ruffed Grouse, Bob-whites, and wild Turkeys are 
all having a successful nesting season in West 
Virginia. Florida Gallinules are breeding at the 
ponds of the Leetown Hatchery, Jefferson Co., W. 
Va. On May 5 a Purple Gallinule was picked up and 
brought to Mrs. Clark at Gadsden, Ala. 

Shorebirds —DeGarmo reported 4 _ Black-bellied 
Plovers and a Ruddy Turnstone near Elkins, W. Va., 
m May 9. The Land brothers found three Black- 
bellied Plovers in Mason Co., W. Va., on the same 
date. They also reported six Baird's Sandpipers from 
the same area on May 23. Booth found a Red Knot in 
full plumage at Berlin Dam, Ohio, on May 10. A 
White-rumped Sandpiper on May 3 (Dickie Hughes) 
and single Black-bellied Plovers on May 17 and May 
20, all near Elizabethton, Tenn., are new area records 
(Lee R. Herndon, Fred W. Behrend). 

Gulls and Terns.—There was a poor flight of gulls 
along the Ohio River and throughout eastern Ohio, 
but elsewhere in the Region there were unusual num- 


bers of Herring, Ring-billed, and Bonaparte’s Gulls. 
Terns, principally Common, Caspian, and Black, were 
unusually common throughout. A Forster's Tern near 
Charleston, W. Va., on May 5 was reported by C. 
O. Handley. 

Mockingbirds, Waxwings.—Mrs. Brooks and the 
writer, on June 3, saw a Mockingbird in an opening 
surrounded by spruce trees on Middle Mountain, 
Pocahontas Co., W. Va. at 3800 ft. elevation. Cedar 
Waxwings have been exceptionally abundant, but 
there have been no further reports of Bohemians. 

Among the wood warblers, Tennessees, Cape Mays 
and Bay-breasts were less common than usual during 
migration. Nashvilles were abundant, and are ap- 
parently nesting at Mountain Lake Park, Garrett Co., 
Md. where I have not found them previously. Swain- 
son’s Warblers are in good numbers in their usual 
haunts. They may be found almost within the city 
limits of Charleston and Huntington. Johnson reports 
the best flight in years of Western Palms in the 
Warren, Pa. area. 

Finches.—Blue Grosbeaks are reported more fre- 
quently each year. Mrs. Adele H. West states that 
a pair is probably nesting near her home in Chicka- 
mauga Park, Ga. She also reports the presence of a 
Dickcissel in the area. Other Dickcissel records came 
from Knoxville, Tenn. (May 29, Howell) ; Shepherds- 
town, W. Va. (May 23-24, Davis and Hall); and 
Morgantown (May 21, Davis). Red Crossbills were 
found by DeGarmo at Gaudineer Knob, W. Va. on 
May 20, and by the writer at the same place on May 
22. There is an excellent spruce cone crop in this area. 

If a commercial “‘plug’’ may be excused, the writer 
has just returned from an observation trip into the 
Canadian coniferous forest above North Bay, Ontario. 
He was struck as never before by the broad similarities 
in biota of this Canadian area and of the southern 
Appalachian spruce belt. Most of the common plants, 
birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles, and butterflies 
observed a hundred miles above North Bay may be 
found (although usually in much smaller numbers) 
in the Southern Highlands—MavuricE BROOKs, 
Division of Forestry, West Virginia University, 
Morgantown, W. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—There 
were intermittent extremes of unseasonably hot and 
cold weather during the spring season. Warm weather 
in March 
caused the 
migration to be 
about two 
weeks earlier 
than normal. 
Except for a 
few days of 
warm weather, 
April was cold 
and wet with 
strong winds. Snow and hail fell frequently and 
temperatures dropped so low at times that all shallow 
water was frozen solid. Migration of waterfowl was 
delayed. In all three states May was marked by 
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violent winds and several severe tornadoes with re- 
sultant loss of life and high property damage. Other- 
wise the weather in May was normal. 

Loons, Grebes, and Herons.—Larger concentrations 
than usual of Horned Grebes were reported in Min- 
nesota, notably 75 at Duluth, April 26 (Joel Bronoel ), 
90 at Minneapolis, April 29 (R. E. Cole). Lesser 
numbers were seen at various points in the State. 
There was one record in Michigan, Muskegon, May 
9 (L. H. Walkinshaw). None at all were seen at 
Seney National Wildlife Refuge (C. J. Henry). An 
early northern movement of Am. Egrets occurred in 
Minnesota. Four were seen in the vicinity of St. 
Paul, May 10 (Paul Murphy), 4 near Frontenac, 
May 16 (MOU members). Two were seen (Dwain 
Warner) flying from a heronry near New Brighton, 
May 21. Several days later they were observed again 
in the heronry. Two appeared in the Kalamazoo, 
Mich. area the first week in May and were still 


present, May 29 (Gladys A. Hall). Two were 
seen at Muskegon, May 9, and one at Allegan, 
May 10 (Geo. Wickstrom). Ten records of the 


Green Heron were reported in Lapeer Co., Mich. 
(Dale Zimmerman). 

Swans.—Whistling Swans were noted only once 
at Seney Refuge: 3 birds on May 21 (Henry). In 
Wayne Co., Mich., they appeared on March 7. There 
were 39. An aerial census by G. S. Hunt for the 
Department of Conservation on March 30 showed 
3934 Whistling Swans in the area of Saginaw Bay. 
A similar census on April 2 counted 309 on upper 
Lake Erie, St. Clair, Detroit and St. Clair Rivers 
(Mrs. Neil T. Kelly). In Minnesota, Whistling Swans 
appeared on March 25 in sloughs adjacent to the 
Minnesota River. Their number increased until there 
were approximately 250 concentrated in a slough near 
Minneapolis, April 10. A few remained until May 
5, a period of six weeks after their first arrival. An 
estimated 1500 Lake Traverse the first 
two weeks in April (Mary Lupient). They were first 
observed at Duluth, April 12 (Joel Bronoel). 

Geese.—The first migrant Canada Geese were 
reported at Seney Refuge, Mich., March 11 (Henry) ; 
in Lapeer County, March 14 (Dale Zimmerman) ; 
and in Macomb County, March 14 (Zimmerman). 
Hunt reported 3111 in the Saginaw Bay area after 
taking an aerial census, March 30. A few Snows and 
Blues were reported, March 21 (Mrs. Neil T. Kelly). 
In Minnesota small flocks of Canada Geese were 
seen in the vicinity of the Twin Cities, March 21 
(A. C. Rosenwinkel, e¢ al.). Flocks of Canada, Blue 
100,000 
CO. May 


st »pped at 


and Snow Geese numbering approximately 
migrated over Whitefish Lake, 
(Lupient). 

Duck 
of the 


Crow 


-The duck migration was delayed because 
weather. An increase in the number of 
Mallards and Blue-winged Teal was reported from 
nearly all sections of the Region. In the Detroit area 
an aerial census, April 2, showed 91,500 ducks 
present. In 1952 the census showed 59,400 (Kelly). 
There were three records of the Shoveller in Lapeer 
County. This duck is uncommon in the area. No 
Wood Ducks were seen (Dale Zimmerman). A large 
number of observations of the European Widgeon 
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in Wisconsin was reported (C. D. Besadny). During 
migration, Canvas-backs were more numerous than 
usual in Duluth. Old-squaws were still in Duluth 
Harbor, March 8 (Bronoel). 

Turkey Vultures, Eagles, and Hawks.—The migra- 
tion of Turkey Vultures was normal. A roost of 
17 was found at Baker Sanctuary, Mich., May 5 
(Walkinshaw ) ; Rough-legged Hawks and 
more Broad-winged Hawks than in previous years 
were noted in the Kalamazoo area (Hall). Hundreds 
of hawks migrated through Minnesota, March 20. 
Observations were made near Minneapolis, visibility 
was poor, and the flight was at such great height 
that only 50% could be identified. Among those 
observed at close range were a few Bald Eagles, Broad- 
winged Hawks, and one Prairie Falcon. All others 
were Rough-legged and Red-tailed Hawks (Lupient). 

Gallinaceous Birds.—In the Kalamazoo, Mich. area 
Bob-whites and Ring-necked Pheasants came through 
the winter in good numbers (Hall). Bob-whites were 
very common in Calhoun, Jackson, and Washtenaw 
Counties, Mich. (Walkinshaw). 

Cranes and Rails —The earliest date this season 
for the Sandhill Crane at Seney National Wildlife 
Refuge was April 6 (Henry); at Jackson County, 
March 12; Baker Sanctuary and Calhoun County, 
March 15 (Walkinshaw). No Florida Gallinules were 
seen in Lapeer County this season (Dale Zimmer- 
man), and fewer in Minnesota. 

Shorebirds, Gulls, and Terns.—Minnesota and 
Wisconsin reported a very good year for shorebirds 
Marbled and Hudsonian Godwits, Golden 
and Willets were seen in large numbers in Wiscon- 
sin along with more common shorebirds (C. Dennis 
Besadny). In Minnesota also the above species were 
seen but in small numbers except for one record 
of the Golden Plover. A concentration of approxi- 
mately 1000 was reported at Worthington, May 19 
(Carl M. Johnson). A Willet was seen at Duluth, a 
rare record (P. B. Hofslund). Common shorebirds 
were abundant in Minnesota. A few yellow-legs and 
Pectorals arrived, March 27 


fewer 


Plov ers, 


in April very few shore- 
birds appeared. In Michigan the number of migrat- 
ing shorebirds was small. An increase in the number 
of Wilson’s Snipe was noted at Duluth, May 22. 
Unusually large concentrations of Bonaparte’s and 
Ring-billed Gulls were reported (Hofslund). A 
large population of Franklin’s Gulls was present at 
Mud Lake Refuge, May 26. There were fewer Com- 
mon and Black Terns (J. C. Carlsen). Forster's Terns 
appeared in eastern Minnesota, May 5 (Lupient). 
Flycatchers through Gnatcatchers.—In Michigan the 
migration in general of flycatchers and swallows was 
delayed. In Minnesota there were some very early 
arrivals of the Eastern Phoebe and Tree Swallow. 
Later arrivals were very late. A large Blue Jay 
migration occurred in Duluth, May 19, a late date 
(Hofslund). The Mockingbird that wintered in St. 
Paul left in good condition the first week in May. A 
Mockingbird was seen near Savage, Minn., May 31 
(Lupient). There was a heavy migration of thrushes 
in Minnesota, May 21, a late date. There were fewer 
Eastern Bluebirds and a greater number of Tufted 
Titmouse and Blue-gray Gnatcatchers than usual in 
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the Madison, Wis. area. A Townsend's Solitaire was 
seen at Green Bay, March 1, and one at Waupun 
in late April. 

Warblers through Longspurs—There were a few 
reports of the Worm-eating Warbler in Wisconsin 
(Besadny). In Oakland Co., Mich., there were 7 
reports of Brewster's Warbler, May 10; 3 Yellow- 
breasted Chats, May 13; a Pine Warbler, May 3-5 
(Kelly). Three Kirtland’s Warblers were recorded at 
Osceola, Mich., May 23 (E. E. Kenaga). No large 
warbler waves were reported throughout the Region. 
Brewer's Blackbirds were found at Muskegon, Mich., 
12-15 pairs in Muskegon County, May 24, 5 pairs 
in Calhoun County, May 25 (Walkinshaw). Snow 
Buntings were seen as late as May 13 at Seney 
Refuge (Henry). Snow Buntings and Lapland Long- 
spurs were still in Duluth, May 14 (Hofslund ).— 
MarY LupPIENT, c/o Minnesota Museum of Natural 
History, Minneapolis, Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—A 
warm February and March got the migration off to 
an early start in those months, producing a number 
of arrival dates 
as much as 2 or 
3 weeks ahead of 
schedule. April 
was below aver- 
age in tempera- 
ture and percent 
of sunshine, 
however, and ex- 
cept in parts of 
Illinois above 























average in pre- 
cipitation. The extreme was a sub-freezing period 
between the 17th and 20th in most of the south- 
eastern half of the Region, resulting in a rash of 
reports of “summer” birds seen feeding in the snow 
that fell at the time. The effect of this shift to a 
cool spring was a general slowing down of arrivals 
to such an extent that later migrants appeared about 
on time; there is evidence that Purple Martins, at 
least, perished in the cold. May was cool until past 
mid-month with a large excess of rainfall in most 
areas. There was the requisite number of cold 
fronts and alternations of north and south winds to 
bring passerines in in waves, and most observers 
found the season one productive of high counts. Holly 
Reed Bennett, whose daily trips in Lincoln Park, 
Chicago, permit him to speak in authoritative com- 
parative terms, reports the largest total number of 
spring migrants seen in 7 years. 

Grebes and Pelicans —A Red-necked Grebe at Col- 
umbia, Mo. on May 14 (Gene Wilhelm) is an ex- 
ceptionally late record of a species rare in the Region. 
A. C. Montague found a White Pelican at McGinnis 
Slough near Chicago on May 3. 

Herons—There was a_ pronounced prenuptial 
northward movement of several species of southern 
herons. Little Blues, regular late summer wanderers 
in immature plumage but rare at other times and 
as adults, appeared in the third week of April along 


a line between Kansas City, Mo. and Louisville, Ky 
Most of these birds were in adult plumage. Snowy 
Egrets too made an unseasonable appearance, with 
mid-May reports from Davenport, Iowa (Thomas 
Morrissey), Peoria, Ill. (Ferd Luthy), Louisville 
(Burt Monroe, Jr.), and Cleveland, Ohio (Adela 
Gaede fide Lucille Mannix). Seen more frequently 
than usual was the Yellow-crowned Night Heron. 
Northernmost records were from Cleveland on April 
26 (Ray Smiley and Jerry Piskac fide Mannix) and 
Davenport (Morrissey); in Evanston, Ill. a pair had 
completed a nest on May 10 (Laurie Binford). 

An occasional Glossy Ibis continues to turn up; 
at Calumet Lake south of Chicago one was seen 
on May 24 and remained a week (fide A. L 
Campbell). 

Geese and Ducks.—The waterfowl movement was 
heavy, although since great numbers of surface feed- 
ing ducks had wintered within the Region it was the 
departure rather than the arrival that was most con- 
spicuous in some places. The peak of the Canada 
Goose migration was, as usual, in the middle of 
March (e. g., on March 17 at Willow Slough Game 
Preserve, Ind., William Madden). Wintering ducks 
began to pull out in late February and early March; 
highest total duck counts were taken at about the 
middle of the latter month. 

Of special interest was Bruce Stollberg’s trapping 
of a Fulvous Tree-duck at the Squaw Creek National 
Wildlife Refuge at Mound City, Mo.; the specimen 
was deposited in the St. Joseph Museum. Single 
Cinnamon Teal occurred in Buchanan County, Mo. on 
March 15 and 22 (Harold Hedges ef al., fide Ben 
King). A White-winged Scoter flock of great size, 
for this Region, appeared at Cleveland on March 8, 
when 100 were seen on Lake Erie (Mannix). 

Hawks.—Only 2 spring hawk flights were reported, 
one at Quincy, Ill. on Feb. 18, where T. E. Mussel- 
man saw 26 individuals of 7 species, and another at 
Davenport on April 21-22, where large numbers of 
Broad-wings moved northeastward along the line 
of the Mississippi River before a southeast wind 
(Morrissey ). 

Rarities were a Mississippi Kite at Louisville on 
May 3 (Mrs. F. W. Stamm fide Monroe); single 
Harlan’s Hawks at Quincy (Feb. 18, Musselman) and 
at Weldon, Mo. (March 10, Jim Comfort); and 3 
Swainson’s Hawks in Kansas and Missouri near 
Kansas City (May 3-10, King). 

Rails and Gallinules—The effect of last year's 
drought is evident in the significant number of re- 
ports that marsh habitat has diminished and _ that 
rails were consequently rare this spring. Two Purple 
Gallinule records at Chicago are of interest. One 
bird was seen at Calumet Lake on April 27 and 
thereafter through May; another was picked up alive 
in a city yard on April 26 and turned over to a zoo 

Shorebirds —Except at those points still affected 
by the drought the shorebird movement was a good 
one, with high numbers of most of the common mig- 
rants. On May 10 Hedges and King found an ex- 
ceptionally big concentration of White-rumped Sand- 
pipers, 200, in the Missouri River valley near 
Kansas City. Hudsonian Godwit was reported more 
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frequently than usual: on April 18 J. Earl Comfort 
found 3 standing in the snow near St. Louis; an- 
other was seen later at Chicago (Campbell); and 
between May 10 and 12 King noted 10 in Buchanan 
County, Mo. (a flock of 8 on the 12th). Wilson's 
Phalaropes occur regularly in very small numbers 
as far east as Indiana, but most observers in the 
eastern part of the Region will be surprised at King’s 
count of 300 near Kansas City on May 5. 

Burrowing Oul.—For the second successive year 
specimens of the Burrowing Owl have been collected 
at Chicago. On March 27, 1952 a boy shot one near 
Lake Calumet and gave its skin to Bowen High 
School. Again this year a bird was collected at the 
same place, and a second was seen at the nearby 
Morton Arboretum from April 8 to 23 (Campbell). 

Chuck-will’s-widow.—Far north of its range was 
a Chuck-will’s-widow heard singing at Des Moines, 
Iowa during late May and early June (Woodward 
H. Brown). 

Purple Martin—While the fact seems to have 
passed unnoticed by most people, there are indica- 
tions that the mid-April freeze destroyed many 
martins. Of the 12 that had been occupying his 
martin house, Paul Kuehnle at Bucyrus, Ohio found 
10 dead on April 21; Robert E. Ball noted a decline 
in the resident population at Canton, Ohio, and Karl 
Bartel estimates that numbers are down 50% near 
Chicago (he tells of one box housing 17 pairs last 
year, 3 this year). 

Olive-backed Thrush—Reports on the Olive- 
backed Thrush present an interesting picture. On 
South Bass Island, Ohio, Milton Trautman found the 
species (which usually comprises about 50% of the 
migrant thrush population there) so diminished in 
numbers last autumn and th:s spring that he ques- 
tioned whether the bird has decreased drastically. 
Other Ohio observers tend to agree. The answer to 
Trautman’s query may lie in the fact that IIlinois 
and Iowa reporters found the Olive-backed so 
numerous this spring as to call for special comment 
on its abundance. 

Warblers—While nearly every day in May is 

named by someone as a warbler wave date, there 
is general agreement that the high tides were on 
May 8-10 and 19-21. South winds on those dates 
with consistent northerly winds in the interim 
doubtless account for the timing of the influx; other 
late-migrating perching birds arrived simultaneously 
with the warblers, of course. 
Tree Sparrouw.—This species is appar- 
ently continuing to spread northeastward from the 
St. Louis area. On May 17, William B. Robertson 
found 2 near Berlin in Sangamon County, IIl., 20 
miles beyond the peripheral colonies last reported 
(Audubon Field Notes, 6:283). 

Summer Tanager.—East of the Mississippi, Sum- 
mer Tanagers were far more numerous northward 
than in recent years; many feel that a gradual range 
extension has been occurring for some time. The ex- 
tremes of the advance were Chicago (5 scattered 
observations early in May, fide Campbell) and Cleve- 
land (May 11, Paul Smith fide Mannix). 

hes.—A heavy flight of Pine Siskins passed 
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Finc IIE S$ 


276 


through the Region in the first half of May, pre- 
sumably the aftermath of the winter's invasion. 

The final reports on the eastward dispersal of 
western towhees are now in. A Green-tailed Towhee 
appeared in the company of White-crowned Spar- 
rows on April 17 north of Murphysboro, III. (Rich- 
ard Brewer). (It is interesting that this species 
is said to associate during the spring on the Pacific 
Coast with Gambel’s Sparrows.) The last Spotted 
Towhees were seen near Kansas City, Kans. on May 
{ when King found 3. 

Smith’s Longspurs, rare east of the Mississippi, 
were relatively easy to find among the great flocks 
of Lapland Longspurs congregating in Newton County 
in northwest Indiana in early April. Near Champaign, 
Ill., Robertson saw a flock of 150 for the first local 
record since 1939. 

General note.—Trautman’s island observations are 
producing evidence that casts some doubt on the 
prevailing opinion that there is comparatively little 
diurnal migration among many small land species. 
He finds that during May most migrants leave the 
island at about 9:30 a.m. In addition, just before 
squalls and even before small local thunderstorms, 
small birds become visible high in the air hurrying 
northward. As the storm strikes hundreds may plum- 
met into a woods less than an acre in extent, only to 
leave almost in a body as the bad weather passes. 
Trautman has witnessed this occurrence as many as 
6 times in a single day with the species composition 
of each new flock to land presenting a different pic- 
ture. He concludes that migration must be going on 
all day during May, at least over western Lake Erie. 
—VaL NOLAN, JRr., 806 South Henderson, Bloom- 
ington, Ind. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION. — Tornadoes, 
hundred-million-dollar floods, and hail the size of 
handballs made this a violent spring. Rain fell some- 
where on 27 
days in April 
alone, as the 
weather maps 
showed a_be- 
wildering ka- 
leidoscope of 





cold fronts, 
warm fronts, 
and _ stationary 











fronts, of 
storm tracks 
and squall lines, of high-pressure areas and low. In 
the Gulf States, where bad weather means good 
observing, the period was bound to be an exciting one 
ornithologically. 

Coastal Concentrations of Migrants. 





-It is a gen- 
erally accepted, though variously interpreted, fact, 
that in the Gulf States the coast is the place to see 
migrants. Cameron Parish, with the only workable 
stretch of coast on the Louisiana mainland, is so 
inconveniently situated that students of land bird 
migration seldom visit it more than once or twice in 
a whole spring. This year, however, field work in 
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the Cameron area on twenty dates in April com- 
bines with data from other sources to give us our 
best view yet of coastal bird movements. In the fol- 
lowing descriptions of the 5 peak concentrations, use 
is made of the term “key transients” to designate 
small land birds, other than swallows, that neither 
winter regularly in the Region nor breed in the coastal 
tier of parishes and counties. Observations from 
Pensacola, Fla., not otherwise credited, are by F. M. 
Weston; Cameron observations are by Lowery and 
relate mainly to a 10-acre tract of trees on a ridge of 
higher ground just back of the Gulf beach. (1) 
April 6-7. Pensacola: swarms of White-eyed and 
Red-eyed Vireos and Orchard Orioles; single records 
of 4 key species of transients, including a Worm- 
eating Warbler on the 6th (Mrs. J. F. Wernicke), a 
Tennessee Warbler on the 7th. Cameron: few 
migrants and no key species before the half hour of 
storm ending at 4:00 p.m. on the 6th; thereafter 
counts of 50 Orchard Orioles and 25 key transients 
of 10 species, but only 4 vireos. (2) April 12- 
13. Pensacola: an abundance of Eastern King- 
birds, Red-eyed Vireos, Orchard Orioles, Summer 
Tanagers, and Indigo Buntings; 7 or 8 key transients 
of 5 species including, on the 13th, a Baltimore 
Oriole (earliest record there by 3 days) and a Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak (earliest by 2 days). No coverage 
at Cameron. (3) April 15. Grand Isle, La. 
(counts by H. B. Chase, Jr.): 47 key transients of 13 
species, including 18 Am. Redstarts (most abundant 
species), a Black-throated Blue Warbler (rare), and 
a probable Bachman’s Warbler. No coverage at 
Cameron, no report from Pensacola. (4) April 
18-21. Pensacola: virtually no coverage until the 
19th; an abundance of Eastern Kingbirds, Catbirds, 
Red-eyed Vireos, and Indigo Buntings, as well as 
many Hooded Warblers and Summer Tanagers, but 
only 3 key migrants, two extremely rare there—a 
Cerulean Warbler (Miss L. E. Pate) and a Black-poll 
Warbler; no comprehensive report for the 20th or 
2ist. Cameron: light drizzle at 2:30 p.m. on the 
18th, inaugurating one of the biggest waves on 
record; most numerous migrants (key species marked 
with asterisk) and estimated numbers for the 4 dates, 
as follows, Orchard Oriole (100-300-200-70), Com- 
mon Yellowthroat (40-200-250-75), Indigo Bunting 
(100-200-70-10), Tree Swallow (100-100-0-20), Cat- 
bird* (75-100+-100+-40), Eastern Wood Pewee 
(45-60-40-8), Blue Grosbeak* (10-150-40-6), 
Painted Bunting* (50-20-6-15), Eastern Kingbird 
(40-20-6-10), Am. Redstart* (2-40-25-8); totals for 
key transients, 292 birds of 19 species on the 18th, 
199 birds of 25 species on the 19th (including a 
Black-poll Warbler, 1 day early for Louisiana, and 
20 Lincoln's Sparrows), 297 birds of 22 species on 
the 20th (including 2 Warbling Vireos), 141 birds 
of 18 species on the 21st. (5) April 24-26. Pensa- 
cola: most of field work on the 26th; greatest flight 
of the spring in this locality; an abundance of Red- 
eyed Vireos, Black and White and Hooded Warb- 
lers, and Indigo Buntings; 15 species of key transients, 
including a Warbling Vireo, the 4th found there 
in 37 years. Cameron: tremendous precipitation of 
birds on the 24th, beginning at 1:00 p.m., 30 minutes 


after a brief downpour; total eventual numbers in 
ferior to those of April 18-21, but species com- 
position even more remarkable; totals for key 
transients, 166 birds of 20 species on the 24th, 423 
birds of 28 species on the 25th, 84 birds of 22 
species on the 26th; most notable key transients with 
counts for the 3 dates, as follows, Philadelphia 
Vireo (6-6-0, more than the all-time total for the 
central Gulf Coast), Golden-winged Warbler (0-20- 
3), Magnolia Warbler (12-50-8), Black-throated 
Green Warbler (20-20-2), Chestnut-sided Warbler 
(20-100-10), Bay-breasted Warbler (12-30-8), 
Black-poll Warbler (2-12-2), Black-capped Warb- 
ler (0-1-0), possibly a hold-over from the winter 
invasion, but believed to be a transient (the first 
ever detected on the Gulf Coast east of Texas). 

Ebb Periods in Coastal Concentrations.—At Cam 
eron, not a single key transient could be found on 
April 4, and the field work of April 7, 9, 16 and 17 
disclosed only one key transient for each date. On 
the other hand, 4 key transients of 3 species were 
listed there on April 3, and 8 key transients of 3 
species appeared on the 23rd, the day before the 
last big wave. In addition, 12 “‘arrivals’’ were listed 
at Pensacola on April dates outside the peak periods, 
notably the Yellow-breasted Chat on the very early 
date of April 2 (Miss Pate), the Magnolia Warbler 
on April 3, 5 days earlier than ever before (FMW), 
the rare Bank Swallow on April 9 (FMW), and 3 
key transients on April 14. Other noteworthy coastal 
records not associated with major waves were: an 
Olive-backed Thrush at Pearlington, Miss. on April 
3 (B. Myers), the earliest ever recorded in the 
Region; 3 Oven-birds and a Northern Water-thrush 
at Grand Isle on April 4 (R. B. Lea), the latter the 
earliest ever recorded in Louisiana; and a Brewster's 
Warbler (no descriptive details given) at Grand Isle 
on April 14 (BM, W. Pursell). Thus, though the 
absence of transients was on some dates nearly 
absolute, there were few successive days this spring 
on which no traces of migratory activity at all were 
being recorded on the coast. 

Significance of Coastal Data—This year’s observa- 
tions reveal a great deal about the timing of migra- 
tory precipitations with respect to meteorological 
phenomena. Four of the major concentrations closely 
followed the fall of rain, but no rain was reported 
at the observation point in the case of Peak 3. Rain- 
fall occurred on several occasions, however, without 
visible results, one example being a shower on the 
morning of April 18 at Cameron, more than 4 hours 
before a second shower did produce migrants. Low 
pressure areas frequently were so situated that they 
could have affected results indirectly, but in only one 
instance (Peak 3) was the observation point near 
the center of a mapped low. Cold fronts, traditional 
factors affecting southern migration, were invariably 
tied into the scheme of things but not always in an 
intelligible role. Half of the 11 nominal cold fronts 
that traversed the Region in April failed to generate 
major peaks, perhaps because they were not major 
fronts. In the case of the 3 Cameron concentrations, 
where the sequence of events is known, birds began 
to appear 11/4 hours or more in advance of the arrival 
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Peak 1, 
the front broke up before ever reaching Cameron; 
and, in the case of Peak 5, the mapped front 
arrived until the day after 
hundreds of birds were seen high in the sky coming 
in from the direction of the Gulf, traveling with 
the wind. On the latter occasion, many birds were 
seen to pass on inland without alighting; nevertheless, 
the trees and bushes suddenly came alive with birds 
in a tract where, only 30 minutes before, a single 
Black-poll Warbler was the only key transient found. 
Among the species actually seen arriving from over 
the water were the Chestnut-sided Warbler, the 
Indigo Bunting, the Chimney Swift (several small 
flocks totaling 50), and the Purple Martin (very late 
flocks coming at a time when young had hatched out 
in the local colonies). 

Migration Inland. 


of the front. Indeed, in the case of 


seems not to have 


-Meanwhile, Baton Rouge was 
largely deserted by students of migration (Lowery 
and others at Cameron, Newman in the Caribbean). 
Since this city is the chief check point in the “‘coastal 
hiatus” (coastal belt where transient migrants are 
seldom seen), we are not certain whether the hiatus 
area remained an ornithological vacuum this spring. 
We can only note that City Park, New Orleans— 
which, however, because of its situation, has concen- 
trative advantages not typical of the hiatus—seems to 
have had one of the best seasons in years. The small 
transient land birds reported there (HBC) numbered 
15 species and 60 individuals and included: Golden- 
winged Warbler, 2 on April 19; Black-throated 
Green Warbler, 2 on April 19, 1 on May 3; Bay- 
breasted Warbler (in song), 2 on April 26, 3 on 
May 3; Black-poll Warbler, 1 on April 26 (also re- 
ported on April 25 by R. Feingold and R. Wilson) ; 
and Scarlet Tanager, Most of 
records coincide with peaks on the coast. In the 


3 on May 3. these 
northern part of the Region, however, beyond the 
hiatus, most of the big movements seem to have 
taken place after the last of the mass observations on 
the coast. T. A. Imhof reported that frequent cold 
fronts and rain at night in the first half of May 
caused more migrants (particularly Scarlet Tanagers 
and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks) than usual to stop in 
Birmingham, Ala. area, but produced no records of 
the rarer transients except the Philadelphia Vireo, 1 
of which was seen on May 4. In the Rosedale, Miss. 
area, the greatest May rainfall in 30 years (3.96 
inches on May 4 alone), falling mostly at night amid 
lightning, thunder, wind, and hail, accompanied an 
even more memorable migration than the great flight 
of 1951. Superlative coverage there by Mr. and Mrs. 
M. G. Vaiden, in conjunction with Collins, Bradley, 
and others, resulted in a long list of records: finest 
flight of Greater Yellow-legs in 34 years, with 3 to 
23 being seen daily, April 8-24; greatest precipitation 
of Nashville Warblers in over a decade, April 26 to 
May 11, producing a maximum count of 19 birds 
along 14 mile of the Legion Lake front; 2 Water 
Pipits on April 26, 6 days later than ever before; 3 
Franklin's Gulls in the heaviest part of the rain of 
May 4, landing in a plowed field at 3:18 p.m. when 
the sky was black as night and the barometer the 
lowest in many years; a terrific pile-up of birds in 
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a 15-acre vetch field at 5:00 p.m. on May 4, after 
the rain, including 750 Orchard and 200 Baltimore 
Orioles, 500 male Indigo Buntings, 3 flocks of Bobo- 
links totaling 250 birds, 50 White-crowned Spar- 
rows, and 40 Lincoln’s Sparrows; a Yellow Rail 
flushed on May 4, first record for the Rosedale area: 
continued records of Bobolinks to May 12, without 
one female being seen; single Connecticut Warblers 
at Legion Lake on May 5 (MGV) and in Rosedale on 
May 13 (Collins), first records in the area; Blue 
Grosbeaks collected on May 5 and 13 for the second 
and third records ever in the Yazoo Basin; an extra- 
ordinary number of Black-capped Warblers at Legion 
Lake, May 6-10, with 13 counted along 14 mile of 
lake front; 3 Olive-sided Flycatchers on May 11: 
a Pectoral Sandpiper on May 12 in the borrow pits. 
9 days later than ever before; a Mourning Warbler 
at Legion Lake on May 12, the second in Vaiden’s 
experience; 25 Olive-backed and 1 Gray-cheeked 
Thrush in the top of 2 mulberry trees on May 15. 

Concluding Notes on the Invasion.— 
During the fall and winter, the eastward displace- 
ment of western birds resulted in additions to the 
state lists of every state in the Region except Alabama 
This situation was remedied in April by two observa- 
tions at Birmingham (TAI)—that of a Harris’s 
Sparrow on the 7th and a Krider’s Red-tailed Hawk 
on the 17th (with detailed, on-the-spot description) 
On April 25, a White-winged Dove was 
Willow Island, Cameron Parish, 
day an individual was miles away 
(GHL). Sprague’s Pipit, newly added to the Tennes- 
see list this year, lingered at the Memphis Penal 
Farm until April 17, when 2 were seen (B. B. 
Coffey), and in two spots at Walls, Miss. until April 
26 (BBC). Audubon’s Warbler, first detected in 
Louisiana this past November, has since been seen 
in the State 5 times, in 5 parishes, the final records 
being of individuals at Cross Lake, near Shreveport. 
on April 25 (H. H. Jeter) and at Alexandria, La 
on April 27 (Suzanne Haupt). A flock of 6 Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds was discovered at Wallace Lake 
Dam, near Shreveport, on May 3 (HHJ); and 2 of 
the birds were still present there on May 16 (HHJ. 
P. Hogue, G. D. Hamilton). The only other definite 
date of occurrence in the State goes back more than 
two decades to Jan. 22, 1932. Two singing Western 
Meadowlarks remained at Gilliam, La. until May 17, 
six days later than last year (HHJ), when the first 
spring observations of the species were made and 
strong evidence of nesting was obtained. The Spotted 
Towhee lingered in the Shreveport area until April 5 
(HHJ) and at Willow Island until April 6 (GHL). 
Two Harris’s Sparrows were collected from a flock 
of 5 at Rosedale, Miss. on April 18 and 19 (MGV). 
This finch had not been reported in Mississippi since 
Feb. 1942, when the first state record was obtained 
on the Gulf Coast. 

Loons through Ducks—Common Loon: a notable 
migratory flight northward over the Pensacola area on 
April 5, involving a count of 30 birds in groups of 2 
or 4 (FMW); species last seen in protracted flight 
there on May 10 (FMW). Horned Grebe: an un- 
usually late group of 4, one in nuptial plumage. at 
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Pensacola, May 3 (FMW). Wilson’s Petrel: 2 at sea 
off Pensacola on April 26 (C. C. Gunter), earliest 
ever recorded in those waters by 28 days. White- 
bellied Booby: an adult 1g mile off the Santa Rosa 
Island, Fla. beach on May 26, third seen there in 37 
years (FMW). Black-crowned Night Heron: colony 
of 12 pairs discovered in Bolivar County, Miss. on 
May 16 (Vaidens and others), first known breeding 
birds in the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta. Glossy Ibis: an 
adult near a nesting colony of Little Blue Herons at 
Pensacola, second known occurrence there (FMW). 
Blue Goose: 2 at Pensacola, April 9 (A. McMillan, 
Ir.), one of the very few spring records there. 
Mallard: 1 at Wallace Lake, near Shreveport, May 
30, 3 days later than any previous Louisiana record 
(HH]J). Gadwall: 3 at same locality, May 16, 8 days 
later than any previous Louisiana record (HHJ). 

Hawks.—Black Vulture: 2 on April 4 at Grand 
Isle, La. (RBL), where the species is virtually un- 
known. Mississippi Kite: 1 at Ocean Springs, Miss., 
on May 9 (FMW), first spring record in the Missis- 
sippi Gulf Coast region. Rough-legged Hawk: 2 
studied for extended period 4 miles west of Walls, 
Miss., on April 5 (BBC), the second record ever 
in the Memphis area. Peregrine Falcon: 1 at Pensa- 
cola on the very late date of April 26 (FMW). 

Shorebirds, Terns.—Several unusual records at 
Wallace Lake near Shreveport (HHJ): 3 Red-backed 
Sandpipers on May 17, first record in northern Lou- 
isiana and first inland record in the State; a Willet on 
May 16-17, first spring record in the Shreveport 
area since 1928; Caspian Terns on May 16-17, first 
definite record for northern Louisiana. Killdeer: 3 
jowny young at Pensacola on April 16, one of the 
earliest of the very few breeding records for the 
locality (FMW). Am. Golden Plover: 2 at Pensacola 
on April 19 (FMW). Hudsonian Curlew: 1 at 
Pensacola, where the species is very rare, on April 
19 (FMW). Upland Sandpiper: 4 at Baton Rouge 
on May 6 (GHL), 1 at Wallace Lake Dam on May 
9 (HHJ), records respectively equaling and exceed- 
ing the previous latest spring date in Louisiana. Black- 
necked Stilt: 1 at Grand Isle, La., on April 15, 2 
there on April 22 (HBC); 1 at Cape San Blas, Fla., 
April 11 (Henry Stevenson), second record ever in 
West Florida. Wilson’s Phalarope: 1 collected 5.5 
miles east of Cameron on April 17, 12 days earlier 
than ever before in Louisiana (GHL); 2 seen about 
8 miles north of Shreveport on April 26, earliest ever 
in northern Louisiana (GDH). Black Tern: 1 in 
winter plumage at Pensacola on April 12 (FMW), 
weeks ahead of normal migration; first spring arrival 
ever noted there in winter plumage. 

Woodpeckers through W'axwings.—Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker: 2 at Cameron on April 21 (GHL), latest 
spring departure date for Louisiana; 1 at Pensacola, 
April 26 (FMW). Eastern Kingbird: 1 at Lake 
Purdy, Ala., April 4 (TAI, M. H. Perry, H. Mc- 
Cullough), 4 days earlier than ever before in the 
Birmingham area. Tree Swallow: flock of 300 at 
Metairie, La., at 6:10 a.m. on April 13, flying in 
a northwesterly direction (W. M. Shepherd); 2 at 
Birmingham, May 8, latest ever in that area by 4 days 
(TAI). Short-billed Marsh Wren: 1 at Birmingham, 


May 4, first county record in spring (TAI). Thrushes 
67 thrushes, mostly Olive-backed (more than the 
total seen in the field in 7 springs), counted by call 
note in 46 minutes at Birmingham during telescopic 
studies of the moon on the night of April 30 (TAI). 
Water Pipit: 30 or more, 3 miles southwest of Dixie. 
La., May 10, over a week late for Louisiana (GDH). 
Cedar Waxwing: seemingly less abundant than usual 
in southern Louisiana; more abundant than usual in 
northern Alabama and northwest Florida. 

Warblers through Sparrows.—Myrtle Warbler: 1 
at Century, Fla. on the late date of May 3 (Mrs. A. 
L. Whigham). Palm Warbler: 1 at Pensacola on 
the same day (FMW), latest ever recorded there. 
Hooded Warbler: nest with 3 eggs, 1 mile south of 
New Orleans Airport on May 3 (WMS). Bobolink: 
3 males at Memphis Penal Farm on April 17, about 
1 week earlier than ever before. Baltimore Oriole: 
a singing male at Fairfield, Ala.. May 7, second 
county record (TAI); a male at Century, Fla., on 
the very late date of May 17 (Mrs. Whigham). Pine 
Siskin: 8 at Shreveport, April 3, first April record for 
Louisiana (HHJ); 50 at Forbing, La., April 4 
(HHJ); 2 at Cross Lake, Caddo Parish, La., on 
May 2, (HHJ); 3 at Birmingham, Ala., May 4, 
only May record there (TAI); 10 to 75 in mulberry 
trees at Rosedale, Miss. May 5 to 13 (MGV, 
Collins) ; 2 at Century, Fla., May 21, latest recorded 
by 3 days (Mrs. Whigham). Henslow’s Sparrow: 1 
at Birmingham, May 4, first county record (TAI) 
Lark Sparrow: seen near Rosedale, April 7 and 22 
(MGV). White-crowned Sparrow: 3 adults at Pensa- 
cola on April 24, departure date of the wintering 
group reported in the preceding period (FMW) 
White-throated Sparrow: 2 at Century, Fla. on May 
16, latest ever recorded by 1 day (Mrs. Whigham) — 
GEORGE H. Lowery, JR., AND ROBERT J. NEWMAN, 
Museum of Zoology, Louisiana State University, 


Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—After 
a mild winter and the promise of an early spring, 
there was an abrupt change in the weather over a 

















large portion of the Northern Plains. Sloughs and 
ponds which had thawed became frozen again. 
Saskatchewan had heavy rains and snows during the 
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third week in May. Montana temperatures during 
April and May were below normal and precipitation 
was far above normal. Eastern and central North 
Dakota experienced drought conditions in April. 
There had been little run-off and many sloughs and 
potholes were dry. May brought cold weather, snow 
and rain over most of the state. Rain on May 9 and 
May 11 resulted in large con- 
thrushes and sparrows and 


the snowstorm on 
centrations of several 
species of warblers in central and western North 
Dakota. Southwestern South Dakota 
cold, wet weather until mid-May. Southeastern South 
Dakota alternated between 
extremely warm weather. 

Grebe Pelicans, Herons——The population of 
Eared and Western Grebes remained below normal 
on the North Dakota and Montana Refuges. White 
Pelicans arrived on LaCreek Refuge, Martin, $. Dak 
on March 27 (Kenneth Krumm) and on Bowdoin 
Refuge, Malta, Mont. on March 28 (Leon Snyder). 
Arrowwood Refuge, Kensal, N. Dak. recorded the 
arrival date as April 7, the peak occuring on April 
3(.) when 900 birds were counted (Nelius Nelson). 
Two Snowy Egrets appeared on LaCreek Refuge, 
Martin, S. Dak. on May 14 and have been seen on 
several occasions (KK). 

Waterfowl—There was an unusually large move- 
ment of Whistling Swans on Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, 
Mont. They arrived on March 30 (LS). A good 
flight of Canada Geese was reported over most of 
the Region. Scott Findley noted a good flight of 
Blue Geese near Sioux Falls, S$. Dak. A 
large migration of Snow Geese was observed on 
Bowdoin Refuge in Montana in contrast to the 1952 
season when none were seen (LS). Approximately 
1000 Snow Geese were first seen on Beaverhill Lake, 
east of Edmonton, Alta. on April 19. The peak oc- 
curred on April 26 when thousands were noted in the 
fields near the lake (Robert Lister). There was an 
increase in Pintails in southern South Dakota, and a 
good flight of all ducks was noted with the exception 
of Redheads and Ruddies. 

Hawks —With few exceptions all 
scarce in many areas. Howard Huenecke recorded a 
movement of Red-tailed Hawks over Des Lacs Refuge, 
Kenmare, N. Dak. on April 8. The flight continued 
throughout the day, with 15 birds the largest num- 
ber seen at one time. Scott Findley noted an unusual 
number of Broad-winged Hawks in 
and near Sioux Falls, §. Dak. during the first week 
in May. Kenneth Krumm reported a large migration 
of Sparrow Hawks on LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. 
Dak. from April 28 to May 4 during the prolonged 
rainy period. The birds sought shelter in refuge build- 
ings and groves 
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cool, wet weather and 
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Cranes.—Large movements of Sandhill Cranes were 
noted in western Scuth Dakota and central and 
western North Dakota. Heavy migrations occurred in 
both states on April 4 and flights were observed off 
and on until late April. In Rapid City, S. Dak., where 
they are rarely seen in spring, 500 were recorded on 
April 5 (Harry Behrens). 

Shorebirds —LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. 
reported a good flight of shorebirds. North Dakota 
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had an excellent flight with 28 species recorded dur- 
ing the week of May 17 to 24. With the exception of 
Golden Plover, fewer shorebirds were seen in the 
vicinity of Sioux Falls and Canton, S$. Dak. (J. §. 
Findley, W. B. Mallory). Golden Plover were seen 
throughout North Dakota, the earliest observation 
occurring on May 6, and the latest on May 19. Nelius 
Nelson noted several thousand on a drive from 
Chase Lake to Streeter to Hastings, N. Dak. on May 
16. A fair number were seen near Edmonton, Alta. 
from May 17 to 22 (RL). A flock of 15 to 20 Hudson. 
ian Curlews was seen on Lower Souris Refuge, 
Upham, N. Dak. on May 23 (Dr. Robert W. Storer). 
A pair was found on Beaverhill Lake near Edmonton 
on May 17 (RL). LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. 
reported an increase in Upland Sandpipers (KK). 
Approximately 60 Buff-breasted Sandpipers were 
seen in Bottineau County, N. Dak. on May 24. Of 
interest was the courtship display which was seen 
frequently in the course of an hour's observation 
(R. W. Storer). Twenty-six Buff-breasted Sandpipers 
were seen with Golden Plover on several occasions 
near Sioux Falls, $. Dak. from May 16 to 22 (SF) 
Hudsonian Godwits were observed near Michigan, 
Fargo and Kenmare, N. Dak. between April 25 and 
May 19. recorded at any 
one time. 


Five birds were the most 

Gulls—There was an increase in California Gulls 
on Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont. where they were 
first seen on March 20 (LS). Arrowwood Refuge, 
Kensal, N. Dak. reported them on March 27 (NN) 
Ring-billed Gulls arrived on Long Lake Refuge. 
Moffit, N. Dak. on March 27 (Homer Bradley) and 
on Bowdoin Refuge, March 20 (LS). Both refuges 
reported an increase. An unusual record, and probably 
a new one for North Dakota, was the Laughing Gull 
in adult breeding plumage found on Des Lacs Refuge. 
Kenmare, N. Dak. on May 26 (Dr. Robert W. 
Storer). Ed Hibbard reported a heavy migration of 
Franklin's Gulls in southeastern North Dakota from 
May 6 to 8. 

Mockingbirds, Thrushes—J. Frank Cassel and the 
State College ornithology class recorded a Mocking- 
bird north of the Fargo, N. Dak. city limits on May 
13. An unusually large number of Hermit Thrushes 
was seen in Bismarck, N. Dak. during the snow- 
storm on April 25-26 (Robert Randall). They were 
common in Fargo, N. Dak. on April 26 (O. A 
Stevens). During the snowstorm on May 11, Olive- 
backed Thrushes were abundant in the Des Lacs 
Refuge and Kenmare, N. Dak. area, and Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes were recorded in large numbers in Bis- 
marck, N. Dak. Gray-cheeked Thrushes were seen 
in Fargo from May 7 to 18 and were common on 
May 12 (OS). One Wood Thrush was observed in 
Fargo on May 30 (Frank Cassel). 

Kinglets through W arblers.—Golden-crowned 
Kinglets appeared to be above normal in Bismarck, N. 
Dak. where they were first seen on April 4, and Ruby- 
crowned Kinglets were seen off and on from April 
12 to May 16 (RR). Stanley Saugstad saw Water 
Pipits near Minot, N. Dak. on April 21 and recorded 
a fair number on May 17. Starlings appeared by the 
thousands near Edmonton, Alta. in late March and 
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early April (RL). The warbler migration appeared 
to be normal. 

Finches and Sparrows.—Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 
arrived in Bismarck, N. Dak. on May 21 and Black- 
headed Grosbeaks on May 17 (RR). Of special in- 
terest was the observation of a male Blue Grosbeak 
3 miles south of Bismarck, N. Dak. on May 10 
(C. W. Moses, Dorothy Moses J. W. Bischof, 
Donald Bischof). Several Blue Grosbeaks have been 
recorded in South Dakota the past 2 years but this 
appears to be a new record for North Dakota. The 
only Dickcissels reported were those near Center- 
ville, S. Dak. on May 24 (Lester Lauritzen). During 
a 27 mile automobile trip on May 23, Ed Hibbard 
counted 146 Lark Buntings between Killdeer and 
Medora, N. Dak. They were common in late May 
near Rapid City, S. Dak. (HB). Am. Tree Sparrows 
remained in South Dakota later than usual and were 
seen in Sioux Falls well into May (SF). A heavy 
concentration of Clay-colored, Harris's, White- 
crowned, White-throated and Lincoln’s Sparrows was 
noted in Minot, the Des Lacs Valley and Kenmare 
areas from May 9 to 11. C. W. Mallory reported 
White-throated Sparrows above normal in Canton, 
S. Dak. They were first seen on April 25, gradually 
increased until May 2 when he counted 43 on his 
lawn, and were last seen on May 12. Thousands of 
Lapland Longspurs were seen in the fields near Ed- 
monton, Alta. on April 26 (RL) and hundreds were 
still present in North Dakota, May 19 to 21 (RWS). 
—ANN M. GAMMELL AND ROBERT T. GAMMELL, 
Kenmare, N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—The 
season was characterized by unusually low tempera- 
tures in April and early May followed by hot, windy 
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LS bor warblers moving north- 
ward across the Plains. 
Cormorants through Ibises—The Double-crested 
Cormorant was recorded for the first time at Com- 
merce, Tex. on April 20 and again on May 3 (Mrs. 
N. S. O'Neil). The Least Bittern seen at Denton, 
Tex. on May 24 was the first spring record in 
that locality (K. and R. Rylander). The migration of 
the White-faced Ibis was heavier than usual. Unusual 
locality records included Fort Collins, Colo. on May 
10 (R. G. Beidleman) and the first recorded at 
Oklahoma City on April 22 (D. Clark, Mr. and Mrs. 





J. E. Martin, C. Maloy and S. Wilson). 

Waterfowl, Hawks.—The migration of ducks and 
geese was generally light to normal and tended to be 
late. However, an unusually heavy flight was re- 
ported near Colorado Springs (Mrs. H. J. Wagner) 
A European Widgeon seen at Ponca City on Nov 
7-8 constituted the first record of this species in 
Oklahoma (S. Bucker, Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Creager 
and Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Pieratt). The hawk migration 
was also light in many localities. The only unusual 
distribution records were a Mississippi Kite at Com- 
merce (NSO) and an Audubon’s Caracara at Amarillo, 
Tex. on April 19 (J. Knight). 

Rails, Shorebirds, Terns.—A Sora rail found dead 
at the Bitter Lakes Wildlife Refuge near Roswell, 
N. Mex. on April 12 by R. Hunter was the first 
record of this species in southeastern New Mexico 
since 1901 (V. Montgomery). The Ruddy Turnstone, 
which is casual in Oklahoma, was seen on the Salt 
Plains Refuge on May 16-17 (Tulsa Aud. Soc.) ; an- 
other was observed at Oklahoma City on May 19 
(JEM). A Hudsonian Curlew seen near Roswell, 
N. Mex. on May 16 constituted one of the few 
definite records for the State (J. H. Sikes and VM). 
The Buff-breasted Sandpiper was found near the Salt 
Plains Refuge on May 17 (TAS) and for the first 
time in the spring at Commerce on April 20 and 22 
(NSO). A Caspian Tern observed near Denton on 
May 28 was a new species for the county (K and RR) 

Cuckoos through Swallows.—The  Black-billed 
Cuckoo was seen in Blackwell, Okla. on May 2 (Mrs. 
B. D. Faulkner). This species is a rare breeder in 
northern Oklahoma. This cuckoo was seen for the 
first time in the spring at Denton on May 23 (K and 
RR). A male and female Broad-tailed Hummingbird 
were seen at Guymon, Okla. on May 9 (A. Felkel and 
Mrs. I. Hilty). This is believed to be the first definite 
Oklahoma record of this species east of Cimarron 
County in the Panhandle. Cassin’s Kingbird seen 
at the Salt Plains Refuge on April 27 constituted a 
new locality record (J. B. Van den Akker). The 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, which is rare at Dallas, 
was seen on May 17 (R. and A. Lockwood and Mrs. 
E. Winford). The Tree Swallow, which is a casual 
migrant at Dallas, was seen on April 7 (EW). At 
Roswell 2 Purple Martins were seen on May 5 (VM) 
and one on May 16 (JHS). These are the only known 
records there in a number of years. 

Wrens. Thrushes, Starlings.—A Short-billed Marsh 
Wren was found at Bladen, Nebr. on May 24 (H 
Turner). This is a rare species in that locality. An 
Olive-backed Thrush found dead in Alva, Okla. on 
May 14 is the first record of that species in 30 years 
(S. Little, P. Nighswonger). The Common Starling 
continues to increase in the Fort Collins region 
(RGB) and also at Colorado Springs (HJW). 

Warblers —The warbler migration was unquestion- 
ably the most spectacular in a number of years 
According to most observers it was one to three 
weeks later than normal. The peak of the flight was 
reached at Denton during the first two weeks of 
May; at Muskogee, Okla. May 10-16 (Mr. and Mrs 
M. R. Bebb and Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Norman); at 
Ponca City the first week in May (SB, SFP); at Fort 
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Collins the last two weeks in May (RGB). Space 
will permit the listing of only the most unusual dis- 
tribution records. The Worm-eating Warbler was 
at Muskogee on May 13 and 14 (F. Bebb, 
MRB). This location is west of the known range of 
the species in Oklahoma. The Golden-winged Warb- 
ler was added to the Oklahoma list. One was seen 
at Mohawk Park, Tulsa, on May 16 (Mr. and Mrs. 
O. W. Letson) ; another was observed on May 17 at 
the Salt Plains Refuge (B. Funston, T. Getgood, T. 
G. Newell, Mr. and Mrs. B. Reynolds, Mr. and Mrs. 
B. Robinson and A. Steitz, Jr.). The Golden-wing was 
also seen at Topeka, Kans. (Blades). A Yellow 
Warbler at Midland, Tex. on May 14 was a new 
locality record (Mrs. H. L. Williams). The Magnolia 
Warbler, visitant in the central 
and western portion of the Plains, was seen at Okla- 
homa City on May 10 and 16 (DC, P. Griffing) ; 
at. Ponca City from May 2 to 7 (SB, SFP); and near 
Windsor, Colo. on May 25 (RGB). A straggler from 
the west was a Black-throated Gray Warbler seen in 
Spring Canyon, Colo. on April 25 (RGB). Another 
western species was an Audubon’s Warbler observed 
at Topeka (Olander). The Black-throated Green 
Warbler was found in several localities west of its 
normal range. This species was seen at Tulsa on May 
10 (TAS); at Oklahoma City for the second time 
on May 10 and 16 (DC, PG); and near Drake, Colo. 
on May 24 (RGB). The distribution of the Black- 
burnian Warbler was similar. This species was re- 
ported at Topeka (Menninger); at Tulsa on May 
15 (Mr. and Mrs. H. Spore and M. Robinson); at 
Oklahoma City on May 10 and 16 (DC and PG). 
The third locality record for the Chestnut-sided 
Warbler in Oklahoma was made at Muskogee where 
1-4 birds were seen on May 10-14 (MRB, JLN). A 
Black-poll Warbler near Boulder, Colo. on May 14 
was a rare straggler (RGB). The Pine Warbler was 
observed at Topeka west of its normal range 
(Holmes). A Northern Water-thrush was seen at 
Stillwater on April 22 (Baumgartner); at Guymon 
(AF and IH); at Spring Canyon on April 24 and 
May 20 (RGB); and near Fort Collins on May 
22 (B. Evison). This species is rare to casual on the 
Southern Plains. The Connecticut Warbler was seen 
for the second time at Oklahoma City on April 25 


seen 


which is a casual 


(DC and PG). A Mourning Warbler seen at 
Muskogee on May 14 was a new locality record 
(JLN). Macgillivray’s Warbler was seen for the 


first time at Guymon on May 9 (AF, IH) and again 
on May 28 (IH). The Hooded Warbler was seen 
for the first time in New Mexico when a male was 
observed daily at Roswell, April 6-11 (VM). Other 
new locality records include a male at Ponca City on 
April 5-6 (SB, JFP) and one seen at Oklahoma City 
(J. Montgomery). The Canada Warbler, which is 
very seldom reported in Oklahoma, was seen at 
Tulsa on May 10 (HS) and again on May 15 (TAS). 
The Am. Redstart was seen at Oklahoma City on 
May 10 and 16 (DC, PG), and at Amarillo, Tex. 
(Mrs. D. Acord). 

Blackbirds through Sparrows.—The Yellow-headed 
Blackbird was more common than usual at Dallas 
where it was seen regularly in numbers ranging up 
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to 150 birds between April 28 and May 10 (Paisano 
Bird Club). A Scarlet Tanager was seen at Oklahoma 
City on May 20 (DC, J. Kull). This species is a 
casual visitor in most of central Oklahoma. A male 
Cardinal seen near Spring Canyon area on May 11 
was a first record for the county (RGB). Two 
Black-headed Grosbeaks were seen at Blackwell, 
Okla. from May 20 to 23 (Mrs. T. C. Hawkins) ; 2 
were seen at Guymon on May 16 (IH) and one on 
May 16 (AF, IH). Both are new locality records, 
Three Lazuli Buntings spent several days in Topeka 
about the middle of May (L. B. Carson). This species 
was seen at Dallas on May 10 (RL, AL). Both of 
these localities are more than 100 miles east of the 
regular range of this species. The Green-tailed 
Towhee was recorded for the first time at Guymon 
on May 9 and again on May 16 (IH). Baird’s 
Sparrow was added to the Rogers Co., Okla. list 
when 3 were seen on the Inola Prairie on April 12 
(M. Ginter, BR and B. Smith). A Golden-crowned 
Sparrow seen on May 13 at Spring Canyon constituted 
the second record for this locality (RGB). A Fox 
Sparrow was caught in a banding trap near Alva on 
April This is apparently a first record for this 
locality (PN).—F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Oklahoma A. 
and M. College. Stillwater, Okla 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—In South Texas the 
spring migration is well under way in March. This 
year March was unusually warm and dry. Tempera- 
averaged 4° 
to 8° above normal 
for the month and 
in all parts of the 
Region rainfall was 
light, averaging for 
the Region about 
half of normal. 
BROWNSVILLE During most of 
Mexico | April, conditions 

pa is were similar to 
March. In the lower 

Rio Grande Valley moderate rains fell the first three 
days of the month and in the last week rainfall over- 
came parched conditions in the northern and eastern 
sections of the Region. In these areas, greater than 
average rainfall continued through the first half of 
May. The balance of May was dry. Invasions of cold 
air from the north, which normally cause north- 
bound migrants to pile up along the coast, did not al- 
ways have that effect this year. Possibly this was be- 
cause there was less rain than usual accompanying 
them, or perhaps because they came with greater fre- 
quency than is normal. In April there were seven 
distinct cold fronts which crossed the coastal area; 
however, only the front which reached the coast on 
April 18 had any noticeable effect. Although this 
front was not accompanied by rain, it was preceded 
for two or three days by moderate, northerly winds 
and was followed by strong northerly winds. Con- 
centration waves of warblers, orioles, finches, and 
other small migrants were noted in this period by 
several observers. On April 17 and for several days 
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following, Edgar B. Kincaid noted concentrations of 
Tennessee, Orange-crowned, and Nashville Warblers, 
as well as Clay-colored and Lincoln’s Sparrows in 
eastern Uvalde County. Arlie K. McKay observed a 
moderate flight at Cove on April 18, and on April 
18-19, W. D. Anderson noted a wave of mixed 
migrants at Austin. On April 19, Lu her C. Goldman 
and C. Terry Gill conducted their annual lower Rio 
Grande Valley Spring count. Thirty-eight observers re- 
corded a total of 244 species, the best yet. On this 
day strong northerly winds forced warblers, sparrows, 
and other small birds out against the shore of Laguna 
Madre in considerable numbers. On April 21 another 
wave was noted in the Rio Grande Valley (LCG) and 
on April 24 a moderate wave arrived in Houston (M. 
A. Yramategui). Other important concentrations noted 
were a warbler wave at Cove on April 29 (AKM) 
and a flight of flycatchers, catbirds, vireos, and 
warblers at Austin on May 11, which Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred S. Webster say made it the day of this year’s 
migration. Aside from the above, the record was poor. 
M. A. Yramategui, who was in the field in the Hous- 
ton area almost daily throughout the spring migration, 
remarked on the lack of “waves’’ of birds. McKay 
headed his report with the blunt statement, ‘The 
migration season was unusually poor.” Keith L. 
Dixon, spending his first spring migration season in 
Texas at College Station, says, “I am impressed by 
the absence of some species I had expected to see 
migrating through here, such as Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak and Baltimore Oriole.” In the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley the daylight movement of small migrants was 
thin and drawn out for the most part as far as our 
records show. There were no reports of inundations 
such as last year’s Indigo Buntings at Rockport or the 
Tennessee Warblers at Cove. Although all the usual 
species were seen, numbers seemed low, probably be- 
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cause of the lack of concentrations. McKay says that 
of the 202 species he saw at Cove in April and May 
“it is remarkable how many were observed only one 
or two times.’ As a sequel to last fall’s invasion of 
western birds, there were several western species which 
migrated northward through areas considerably to the 
of their normal route. Probably this eastward dis- 
placement could be traced to last November's storms 
over the western states which brought fall migrants 
and wintering species to the south and east of their 
normal winter ranges. Species involved are Western 
Kingbird, Audubon’s Warbler, Macgillivray’s Warb- 
ler, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Scott’s Oriole, Western 
Tanager, and Lazuli Bunting. The presence of one 
species, the Bobolink, on the Texas coast appears un- 
related to other occurrences of the spring. This bird 
was found in small numbers on Galveston Island on 
April 26, May 3, and May 10, by several observers 
(Dr. C. E. Hall, F. G. Watson) and was present at 
Rockport on May 7 and for a few days following (C. 
D. Brown, Mrs. Jack Hagar). 

Grebes, Water-turkeys, Herons, Ducks.—The Least 
Grebe arrived at Rockport on March 10 (CDB) anda 
small migrant group was seen on West Lake, Santa 
Ana Refuge, on March 23 (LCG). The first flock of 
migrant Water-turkeys was noted at the north end of 
San Benito resaca, where 120 were counted, March 18 
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(LCG). Two flocks, totaling 225 birds, were seen 
migrating up the Brazos Valley near Independence, 
Washington Co., on March 29 (FGW). In the 
Houston area they were scarce and late. The Green 
Heron was late, one being observed at Cove on April 
20 (AKM) and one at Galveston on April 21 
(Stephen G. Williams); however, in the lower Rio 
Grande Valley, the first arrival was seen Jan. 12, with 
a peak noted at San Benito on March 19 (LCG). The 
only Am. Bittern records for the Rio Grande Valley 
were single birds on Feb. 6, April 3, 13, and 19. In 
the Houston-Cove area they were also scarce. The 
several records were scattered from April 6 to May 
5 (AKM, SGW). Least Bitterns moved through the 
Rio Grande Valley between April 19 and May 8, and 
arrived at Galveston on April 21 (SGW) and at 
Cove on April 25 (AKM). The Black-bellied Tree- 
duck was found at Rio Hondo on April 18 (FGW). 
As 105 birds were present, these birds probably had 
arrived some time earlier. Fulvous Tree-ducks arrived 
at Rockport on March 17 (CDB) and at Cove on 
April 5 (AKM). 

Hawks.—The Mississippi Kite is not commonly 
seen in migration. This year, however, several flocks 
were noted. Ira N. Gabrielson saw one at Hidalgo on 
April 12, and a flock of 7 went over Cove on April 
15 (AKM). Members of the Texas Ornithological 
Society who were at Ney Cave south of Bandera on 
May 9 watched a loose flock of 14 drifting northward 
Mississippi Kites were also seen near Bandera on 
May 10 by Noel Pettingell, and on May 17 a flock 
of 9 was seen circling and drifting toward the north- 
west over the mesquite prairie east of Austin (EBK) 
Sharp-shinned Hawks went north through the Rio 
Grande Valley until April 21, while the last were 
noted at Cove on May 4. The last Red-tailed Hawk 
was seen in the Houston area on April 21 (SGW). 
Mrs. Hagar reports a heavier than usual Red-tail 
migration through Rockport this spring. The Broad- 
winged Hawk migration was weak and _ scattered 
Largest flocks noted were a group of 35, the first of 
the season, near William Penn, Washington County, 
March 29 (FGW), 52 over Laguna Atascosa Refuge 
on April 12 (LCG), 26 over LaMarque the same day 
(FGW ), 29 at Cove on April 15 (AKM), an esti- 
mated 150 over Santa Ana Refuge on April 18, and 
hundreds at Cove on April 26. The last observed were 
two birds near Houston on May 2 (Mrs. Minor A 
Hurst). Although the last Sparrow Hawk was seen 
at Houston on April 14 and at Cove on April 15, a 
few stragglers were still going through the Rio 
Grande Valley up to April 29. 

Cranes and Rails—At Aransas Refuge, Julian A. 
Howard, Refuge Manager, reports the wintering popu- 
lation of Whooping Cranes numbered 21, including 
only 2 young of the previous year. The bulk of the 
Whoopers left for their nesting grounds between April 
2 and 19. On April 11, a pair was seen in the marshy 
section of the Guadalupe River bottoms some 15 miles 
north of Aransas Refuge, indicating a trial flight 
before the big northward hop. As _ usual, de- 
partures were in pairs, families, or singles, just as 
they had wintered. Soras were quite scarce. Records 
were one near Houston on April 12 (FGW), one 
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on April 21 and 2 on April 26 at Galveston (SGW ), 
and 4 at Cove on May 3 (AKM). A single Sora was 
Laguna Gloria, Austin, on June 21 (EBK). 

Shorebirds —Am. Golden Plover arrived at Rock- 
port on March 5 (CDB) and were present thereafter 
in normal numbers. McKay reported them common at 
Cove in April and a few remained until mid-May. 
A single inland observation was made when a flock 
of 7 were seen near Austin on April 4 (EBK). The 
Upland Sandpiper was first noted at Katy, northwest 
of Houston, on March 21 (C. H. McNeese). They 
arrived at Rockport, March 23, and were present for 
the following month in numbers somewhat less than 
have been encountered the last few years. Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers reached Rockport on March 15. 
Their peak was on May 7 when well over 1000 birds 
were encountered in the Rockport area (CDB). The 
Hudsonian Godwit again had a good season. They 
were present in small numbers at Cove from April 22, 
the earliest arrival date in that area, until May 11. 
One was observed at Galveston on April 26 (FGW ). 
The peak was a count of 79 in the rice fields near 
Seadrift, Calhoun Co., on May 13 (CDB). Wilson's 
Phalaropes were observed at College Station on May 
6 (E. H. Cooper), in the lower Rio Grande Valley 
on May 9 (LCG), and near Rocksprings in the west- 
ern Edwards Plateau area on May 10 (FGW). In 
the Rio Grande Valley, resacas and lakes receded con- 
siderably due to lack of rainfall. Dowitchers and Stilt 
Sandpipers found these conditions to their liking and 
were again numerous this spring. Similarly, the partial 
draining of Lake Austin and its tributary lagoons this 


seen at 


extensive mud flats that caused a 
number of shorebirds rarely seen in the Austin region 
to pause in their migrations. Among those seen March 
22 were Baird’s Sandpiper and Semipalmated Sand- 
piper, each in very small 


Dowitcher (Marshall C. 


spring exposed 


numbers, and a_ lone 
Johnston, EBK). 

Gulls and Terns.—A surprising observation was 
that of an immature Great Black-backed Gull at 
Rockport on Feb. 23 (J. L. Edwards, CDB). The 
Franklin's Gull migration was first noted at College 
Station on April 11 by Terrell H. Hamilton. The only 
sizable numbers observed went through the Austin 
area on April 28 and 29 (FSW) and Cove on April 
30 (AKM). The last were a flock of 25 near Dripping 
Springs west of Austin on May 10 (FGW). Black 
Terns were noticeably absent from the Rio Grande 
Valley for the first time in several years, probably 
because of the prevailing dry conditions (LCG). They 
appeared in about normal numbers elsewhere. 

Doves, Cuckoos, Goatsuckers and Swifts —The Inca 
Dove was found at Galveston on May 3 (CEH) and 
at College Station on May 6 (KLD). This appears 
to be a northeastward extension of the range of this 
normally resident This year White-winged 
Doves pushed to their northernmost breeding colonies 
in South Texas, something they do not always do. 
Colonies were found in Del Rio, Uvalde, and Montell 
in late April and early May (EBK) and in San 
Antonio (MCJ). A Black-billed Cuckoo, rare in the 
Austin region, was seen there from April 29 to May 
1 (FSW). The earliest report of the Groove-billed 
Ani was on April 19 at Brownsville (John S$. Webb). 
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dove. 


The Chuck-will’s-widow appeared at the Little 
Thicket Sanctuary, Evergreen, on March 28 (Edna 
W. Miner) and the Whip-poor-will at College Station 
on March 30 (KLD). The Common Nighthawk ar. 
rived at San Benito on April 8 (Blanche W. Long. 
land), at Victoria on April 4 (Mrs. Myrtle Braman), 
at Houston on April 14 (FGW), and at College 
Station on April 22 (Leslie L. Glasgow). Chimney 
Swifts were first noted in Houston on March 21 
(SGW). They reached a peak about April 19, on 
which date Mrs. W. J. Greer counted over 500 enter- 
ing a chimney to roost. 

Wood peckers, Flycatchers and Swallou s.—The 
Ladder-backed Woodpecker was found 2 miles south- 
west of College Station on May 19 (KLD). This is 
both north and east of the usual range of this species. 
Comments regarding an increase in numbers of the 
Red-headed Woodpecker in the residential outskirts 
of Houston were received from both Mrs. Miner and 
Stephen Williams. The only record of the Rose- 
throated Becard was that of a pair building a nest 
at Mission on April 19 (H. J. Bock). The Eastern 
Kingbird arrived in the upper coastal area early in 
April as indicated by observations at Houston on April 
3 (SGW) and April 5 (MAH), and at Cove on 
April 5 (AKM). It is therefore surprising that a 
species as common and as obvious in the field as is 
the Eastern Kingbird was not seen in the Rio Grande 
Valley until April 19. Mrs. Hagar reports that the 
Western Kingbird migrated through the Rockport 
bers. In the Winter 
Season report the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher reported to 
have been seen in Houston on Jan. 20 was actually 
seen Feb. 13 (Ruth Stamm). The Crested Flycatcher 
arrived in Houston on March 21, being noted that 
day in two localities (NP, SGW). It arrived at 
College Station on April 8 (W. B. Davis), and was 
first noted at Victoria on April 10 (MB). The Beard- 
less Flycatcher was observed at Santa Ana Refuge on 
April 4 (Richard Gordon, Binford). Barn 
Swallows were normally numerous with their migra- 
tion drawn out from the latter part of March through 
May 26 in the Rio Grande Valley (LCG) and May 
31 at Cove (AKM). 

Raven, Thrashers, Thrushes—A_ single White- 
necked Raven was seen at Aransas Refuge on March 
15 (JH). This is north and east of their usual range. 
They left the lower Rio Grande Valley area, where 
they winter, by April 24; 
served in northeastern Tamaulipas, Mexico, on June 
3 (LCG). Brown moved through the 
Houston area in numbers the latter part of March. 
Concentrations were noted on March 31 (MAY). 
Last observations were May 4 at Cove (AKM) and 
May 6 at La Porte (Jule R. Schmidt). Catbirds were 
first noted at La Porte on April 19 (JRS). Other 
arrival dates were lower Rio Grande Valley on April 
21 and College Station on April 25. Sage Thrashers 
were last recorded in the Rio Grande Valley on 
April 17. The first Wood Thrush arrived in Houston 
on March 28 (MAY). Last observations were Rio 
Grande Valley on May 1; Cove, April 28 (AKM), 
and Houston, May 16 (SGW). The Olive-backed 
Thrush was infrequently seen. The first record was 
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it Cove on April 12 (AKM). The last record in 
the Rio Grande Valley was May 8 and at Cove, May 
13 (AKM) 

Vireos and Warblers —The Black-capped Vireo ar- 
rived on its breeding grounds in the hills northwest 
ff Austin on March 20 (EBK). This is one day 
earlier than the previous earliest record. The White- 
eyed Vireo arrived at Houston on March 15 (NP 
ind SGW, separately), at Victoria on March 16 
(MB), and at College Station on March 17 (KLD). 
The Yellow-throated Vireo appeared to progress more 
slowly. It appeared at Beeville on March 17 (Mrs. 
A. H. Geiselbrecht), reached Houston on March 22 
(NP), and arrived at College Station on March 28 
(KLD). The Red-eyed Vireo was earliest at the Little 
Thicket Sanctuary on March 28 (Joe M. Heiser) 
The Black and White Warbler was first noted at 
Austin on March 11 (FSW), then appeared the next 
jay at College Station (KLD). In the upper coastal 
area it was not noted until April 3 at Houston 
(SGW), April 7 at La Porte (JRS), and April 19 
at Cove (AKM). The Golden-winged Warbler is an 
unusual migrant in this area. Several were seen in 
the He uston-La Porte-Cove area by various observers, 
all between April 24 and April 29. The first known 
bservation of the Golden-winged Warbler in the 
Austin area was made by Fred and Marie Webster on 
April 28. Black-throated Gray Warblers, which stayed 
ll winter in the Rio Grande Valley, were last ob- 
served on April 19 (C. E. Hudson, LCG). A brightly 
slumaged male Audubon’s Warbler was seen on 
Galveston Island on April 5 (FGW). This species 
Rockport on April 25 (JH). Bay- 


breasted Warblers were noted in greater than usual 
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numbers. The first observation was at Cove on April 
26 (AKM). Greatest numbers were “‘several’’ at La 
Porte on May 5 (JRS) and over 50 in a ten-acre 
patch of brush at San Benito on May 6 (LCG). The 
Yellow-throated Warbler (Sycamore) arrived in 
Austin on March 12 (WDA), in Lavaca County on 
March 14 (Mrs. Jesse Haver), and at Deweyville 
near the Louisiana border on March 15 (Mrs. Jesse 
Haver). The Macgillivray’s Warbler was seen for 
the first time in the Austin area by Fred Webster on 
April 30, and was also noted near Rocksprings on 
May 10 (FGW). These locations are east of this 
species’ usual northward route. The appearance of 
the Hooded Warbler at the Little Thicket Sanctuary 
m March 22 was earlier than normal (JMH). 
Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers—The appearance of 
the Bobolink in coastal Texas this spring is detailed 
in the introductory section of this report. The Yellow- 
headed Blackbird, ranging eastward of its normal 
route, appeared in Rockport the first week in May 
(JH), at Galveston on April 21 (SGW) and on May 
3 (MAY ), and at College Station on May 5 (KLD). 
Orchard Orioles came through the Rio Grande Valley 
in the largest numbers of the last five years of ob- 
servation (LCG). They reached a peak on April 21. 
In the same area the Bullock's Oriole seemed to have 
increased slightly over last year. Dryness of the 
chaparral may account for the increased number of 
records of this normally scarce oriole in the Lower 


Valley. An outstanding record was that of a singing 


adult male Scott’s Oriole observed by Edgar Kin 
caid 9 miles east of Rocksprings on May 1. This bird 
had previously not been found east of the Pecos River 
The Western Tanager was noted several times this 
spring at Rockport (JH), were seen on Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge on April 19 (CEH), and an adult 
male was seen at Kemah, Galveston Co., on April 
26 (FGW ). 

Finches and Sparrows.—The farthest northeastward 
that Pyrrhuloxias roamed late this past winter was 
to Bay City where one was observed on March 26 
(MB). Blue Grosbeak arrival dates were April 9 in 
the Lower Rio Grande Valley (BWL), April 15 in 
Cove (AKM), and April 16 in Houston (NP). The 
Indigo Bunting was first seen on March 31 at Hous- 
ton (MAY) and the first Painted Bunting was found 
in the Lower Rio Grande Valley on April 16. A 
single adult male Lazuli Bunting was seen in com- 
pany of a number of Indigo Buntings on the Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge on April 19 (FGW). The peak in 
the Dickcissel migration, which was fairly heavy, 
occurred in the Lower Rio Grande Valley between 
April 16 and April 26 (LCG) and at Cove between 
May 2 and 4 (AKM). A Green-tailed Towhee, seen 
3 miles southeast of San Benito on May 6, was 
singing when observed; however, no nest or mate 
was found (LCG, CEH). The Pine-woods Sparrow 
(Bachman’s) was found at Sheldon, Harris Co., on 
April 26 (JMH) and in Houston on May 2 (FGW) 
Two Clay-colored Sparrows were seen in Houston on 
March 1 (SGW).—LuTHER C. GOLDMAN, Laguna 
Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, San Benito, Tex., 
ind FRANK G. WATSON, 4110 Drummond St., 
Houston 25. Tex. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—All sections reported an 
unusually cold and windy spring. It was dry, 
too, with very little rain, and the entire area was 

beset by a serious 
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on May 10 (Eleanor Pugh). 

Loons and Waterfowl.—Twenty-four Common 
Loons were seen on Virgin Basin of Lake Mead, Nev., 
April 3 (Russell K. Grater), a large number for a 
desert locality. Small numbers of Blue-winged Teal 
were reported throughout Arizona; this was a par- 
ticularly good season for them. More than 3000 Red- 
heads, 300 Buffle-heads, and 1000 Ruddy Ducks, as 
well as lesser numbers of other waterfowl, were 
estimated on Lake Mary and Mormon Lake, near 
Flagstaff, April 12 (A. S. Margolin, ef al.). 

Hawks.—A Goshawk was seen near the mouth of 
Madera Canyon in the Santa Rita Mts., Ariz., May 3 
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(Tucson Bird Club). An unusually late Sharp-shinned 
Hawk was noted in the Bill Williams Delta, Ariz., 
on the Havasu Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, May 1 
(Gale Monson). A Swainson’s Hawk was observed in 
the Bill Williams Delta, May 1, only the third record 
for the immediate lower Colorado River valley (GM). 
Another was seen in the Colorado desert 5 miles 
west of Rice, San Bernardino Co., Calif., and yet 
another just west of Indio, Calif., May 10, indicating 
an unusual late migration over the desert (GM). A 
Zone-tailed Hawk seen on the Arizona side 
of Havasu Lake a few miles above Parker Dam, April 
25 (GM). An unusually late Marsh Hawk was noted 
at Peoria, Ariz., May 15 (R. Roy Johnson, J. M. 
Simpson). A flock of 7 Audubon’s Caracaras was 
observed between Sells and Gunsight on the Papago 
Indian Reservation, Ariz., April 10 (Whitney H. and 
Karen Eastman). 


Was 


Rails through Gulls—A Sora was seen near Pima, 
Ariz., May 24 (Steve Gallizioli). Four young Am. 
at Marshall L., near Flagstaff, April 
Shorebirds seemed unusually common in 


Coots were seen 
17 (EP). 
central Arizona and New Mexico. Two Ringed Plover 
were seen at Topock, Ariz., April 20, and 10 more, 
April 30 (GM); while 2 were seen at El Paso, Tex., 


May 18 (W. W. Wimberly). An Am. Golden 
Plover at Peoria, May 15 (RRJ, JMS) is the first 
record for Arizona. A_ Black-bellied Plover was 


present on the Bosque del Apache Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge, San Antonio, N. Mex., May 22 (Raymond 
Fleetwood). A Willet was found at Sells, April 10 
(Eastmans); 24 were seen near Show Low, Ariz., 
April 24 (Allan R. Phillips, R. W. Dickerman) ; and 
Bosque Refuge, May 15, was the 
largest number ever noted there in spring (RF). 
A Red-backed Sandpiper was noted at Topock, April 
30 (GM). A flock of 115 Marbled Godwits arrived 
at the Bosque April 28, and as 
(RF); these 
were exceptionally large concentrations for an in- 
land locality. An early Black-necked Stilt was found 
at Marana, Ariz., April 7 (Eastmans). More than 500 
Wilson’s Phalaropes were present on the Bosque 
Refuge in May (RF). A Franklin’s Gull was found 
near Peoria, May 12 (RRJ, ef al.), and 7 Bonaparte’s 
Gulls were seen at Las Vegas Wash, Nev. along 
Lake Mead, May 10 (L. Mitchell). 

Doves Humminghbirds.—Several White- 
winged Doves were noted near Parker, Ariz., as 
early as April 15 (Glenn W. Bradt). A Burrowing 
Owl was seen near Scottsdale, Ariz., May 10 (SG). 
A Long-eared Owl was present in the Bill Williams 
Delta at least from March 25 to April 4 (GM). A 
flock of about 35 Black Swifts was seen over a pond 
near Pima, May 30 (SG); this is one of the few 
reports of the species from Arizona. A Broad-billed 
Hummingbird nest with one egg was found as early 
as April 15 in Sabino Canyon, Santa Catalina Mts., 
Ariz. (Eastmans). 

W 00d peckers—A Williamson's Sapsucker was 
seen at El Paso, May 19 (Lena McBee). A Downy 
Woodpecker was noted at Forestdale, about 10 miles 
south of Show Low. April 25 (ARP, RWD), and 
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39 seen at the 


Refuge, many 


as 185 were seen there subsequently 


through 


one was observed at Mt. Elden, near Flagstaff, May 
3() (EP). 

Flycatchers and Swallows.—A pair of Black Phoebes 
was observed feeding young near Lake Mary, May 29 
(EP). A large migration of Violet-green Swallows 
was noted at Lake Mary, May 15 (EP), while on the 
following day thousands were met with northeast 
of Phoenix, Ariz., where they were feeding close 
to the ground (Ruth Crockett). An immense flock 
of Cliff Swallows, also containing a few Violet-greens, 
was witnessed at El Paso, May 16 (LM). 

Jays through Thrushes.—Six Pifion Jays were seen 
along Rock Creek on the west side of the Chiricahua 
Mts., Ariz., May 7 (SG). Two Am. Dippers were 
seen at Indian Gardens in Oak Creek Canyon, Ariz.. 
during May (EP). A Brown Thrasher remained at 
El Paso until April 12 (LM), while another stayed 
at a Prescott, Ariz. feeding station until May 24 
(Heidi McLernon). Mountain Bluebirds have been 
completely absent from the Flagstaff area (EP). 

Wood Warblers—A Black and White Warbler 
was found at El Paso, May 3 (Harriet McGuire). A 
male Prothonotary Warbler at E] Paso, May 5 and 
6 (Mary Belle Keefer, Jasper Wooldridge) was the 
first one even seen in that area. An extremely early 
Hermit Warbler was observed in the upper Santa 
Catalina Mts., April 4 (Eastmans). A Palm Warbler 
noted at the Bosque Refuge, May 15, is the second 
New Mexico record (T. L. Davis, RF). Discovery 
last year that the Red-faced Warbler is a regular 
inhabitant of the area about Mt. Elden, near Flagstaff, 
was amplified by the following observations: 1 seen 
in a snowstorm, April 29; 1 seen on May 13 and 19: 
and 2 seen, May 30 (EP). A female Am. Redstart was 
found at Boulder City, Nev., May 24 (R. C. Burns) 

Blackbirds and Tanagers—A_ Boat-tailed Grackle 
was observed near Peoria, May 15 (RRJ, JMS), and 
2 more were seen at the same place, May 29 (C. T 
Moore, JMS). More than 20 Brown-headed Cow- 
birds were present at Grand Canyon Village, Ariz.. 
during the last 3 weeks in May (H. C. Bryant). The 
Hepatic Tanager was found at Flagstaff after May 
17 CEP). 

Finches and Sparrous.—A male Indigo Bunting 
was noted at El Paso, May 7 (LM). The Evening 
Grosbeak was observed at and near Flagstaff as 
follows: 6 on April 6; 1 on April 13 and May 1 
(EP). Ten were found along Workman Creek on the 
Sierra Ancha Experimental Forest, Ariz., northeast 
of Roosevelt Lake, May 10 (ASM, ef al.). Two Pine 
Grosbeaks were observed at Parker Creek Station on 
the Sierra Ancha Experimental Forest, May 9; and 
6 were seen along Workman Creek the next day 
(ASM, ef al.). The Red Crossbill continues to be 
absent from the Flagstaff area (EP); it was still 
common in the upper Santa Catalina Mts., April 4 
(Eastmans). Two Green-tailed Towhees were still 
present near Parker, May 20 (GB); it was a good 
season for the species at least in western Arizona. A 
very late Spotted Towhee was seen in the Bill 
Williams Delta, May 1 (GM). More than 50 Lark 
Buntings were seen on the Organ Pipe Cactus Nat'l 
Monument, Ariz., March 28 to April 1 (Arnold 
Small) ; the same number was seen near Peoria, April 
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14 (ASM, e¢ al.); and 10 were noted near Congress 
Ict., Ariz., April 19 (RC). A few Rufous-crowned 
Sparrows were seen, and heard singing, in Palm 
Canyon in the Kofa Mts., Ariz., April 28 (EP). A 
Golden-crowned Sparrow was observed at Springer- 
ville, Ariz., April 25 (ARP, RWD). A White- 
throated Sparrow remained at El Paso until May 11 
(LM). A Fox Sparrow was seen at Grand Canyon 
Village, April 27 (HB).—GaLE Monson, Havasu 
Lake Nat’l Wildlife Refuge, Parker, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
weather was variable, with temperatures generally 
below normal. Short periods of warm, sunny days 
alternated with cool rain. 
Most observers thought tran- 
sients came through later 
than usual, and that summer- 
ing visitors were also late. 
Theed Pearse at Comox felt 
there was a decided lack of 
land birds, and blamed ex- 
cessive use of insecticides. 
Loons, Gre bes, 
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Cormo- 
rants.—There were 400 
Arctic Loons around Bell- 
ingham Bay, Wash., April 
22; last seen, June 2 (R. E. 
Phillips). Singles and pairs 
moved north all day off the 
southeast coast of Vancouver Island, April 28 (C. J. 
Guiguet). Western Grebes (400+) were at Bell- 
ingham Bay, April 4; last seen, June 2. They were 
moving north at Comox, B. C. in numbers, April 30. 
Horned Grebes were last seen at Blaine, Wash., 
April 25; with the last Western on May 13 (Lucile 
H. Kline). Eared, Horned and Red-necked Grebes 
were in numbers at Sooke Harbor, west of Victoria, 
April 24, and were almost all gone, May 6 (CJG). 
Cormorants (438 of all species, but mostly Pelagic) 
were counted, April 4, as they flew over Eliza Island, 
Bellingham Bay, to feeding grounds. They were down 
to 102 by April 25 (REP). 

Swans, Geese and Ducks.—A flock of 45 Whistling 
Swans at Blaine, April 25, was the largest ever seen 
there by Mrs. Kline. Canada Geese (150) were 
at Eliza Island in mid-April. They were reported in 
migration over southern Vancouver Island, April 17 
(Buxter, fide Guiguet). At Longview, Wash., there 
were several flights, May 2, for an estimated 500 
(A. B. Lintecum). Black Brant were around Bain- 
bridge Island, across from Seattle, April rr and a 
few were in the area until May 12 (Violet E. Can- 
non). A concentration of 330 was on Bellingham Bay 
for one day, May 26. Over 400 were at Blaine, April 
10, and dwindled to 21 by May 2, when last seen. 
Black Brant were in large numbers at Sooke Harbor, 
April 24. Large flocks were moving north off Van- 
couver Island, April 26; and 1200+ were seen 
around Sidney Island, April 28 (CJG). Brant were 
late at Comox, April 22; 140 on May 26 were late 
for such large numbers. Five large flocks of Am. 
Widgeon were migrating off southeastern Vancouver 
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Island, April 17. Last dates for ducks at Blaine were 
Canvas-back, March 25; Shoveller, March 28; Am. 
Golden-eye, April 17; Am. Widgeon, April 23; 
Lesser Scaup, April 25; Buffle-head, May 5; Ruddy 
Duck and Pintail, May 9; Greater Scaup, May 30 
Greater Scaup were in large numbers around Sooke 
Harbor, April 24. Male Old-squaws were in full 
breeding plumage at Victoria, April 17, and were 
gone by May 6 (CJG). Wood Ducks were migrating 
through the Seattle area the week of April 5 (VEC). 
Harlequin Ducks were still in the Victoria area, April 
17, while long strings of White-winged and Surf 
Scoters were going north on the same day. Both 
scoters were in large numbers at Sooke Harbor, April 
24. Many flocks of White-wings were still migrating 
at Victoria, May 6, although most of the wintering 
waterfowl had disappeared (CJG). At Eliza Island, 
there were 150+ White-winged Scoters from April 
10 to May 31; and 95 Surf on April 20, which had 
dropped to 30 by May 31. There was a huge migra- 
tion of Scoters, mainly Surf, at Comox, April 22; 
impossible to estimate. At Blaine, Am. Mergansers 
were last seen, May 13. Males (25) were flocking at 
Comox, May 28. 

Shorebirds.—Black Oyster-catchers were numerous 
and courting at Trial Island on the southeast coast 
of Vancouver Island, April 17; 6 flocks of Black 
Turnstones (12 each); and 4 flocks of Hudsonian 
Curlews were seen. Flight after flight of Red-backed 
Sandpipers, Black Turnstones, and several flocks of 
smaller sandpipers, possibly Western or Least, 
passed north on the Strait of Juan de Fuca, April 24 
and 26. A flock of about 200 at Sidney Island, April 
28, was composed mostly of Red-backs, many in full 
plumage. Large numbers of Killdeer were heard fly- 
ing over after dark at Oak Bay, Victoria, April 26 
(CJG). Waders were average at Comox; Pectoral 
Sandpipers (3), May 10, were unusual as spring 
migrants (TP). Least, Western and Pectoral Sand- 
pipers were on Bainbridge Island, May 7, also a pair 
of Black Turnstones. At Eliza Island, Rock Sand- 
pipers were last seen, April 12; Black Turnstones, 
May 7; and Hudsonian Curlews, May 19 (REP) 
Wilson's Snipe (17) were at Blaine, April 14 to 17 
Greater Yellow-legs came in, March 28; the last 
was seen, May 16. Red-backed Sandpipers (1000+) 
passed through the Blaine area, May 2; Western 
Sandpipers (400+) on April 15, with the last 
Westerns (9), May 5. Only 1 flock of 5 Long-billed 
Dowitchers was seen at Victoria, April 22 (A. R 
Davidson). 

Gulls, Alcids.—Short-billed Gulls were at Blaine, 
April 12 to 21. A flock of well over 1000 Bonaparte’s 
Gulls was noted at Comox, April 20. Common Murres 
had thinned out off southeastern Vancouver Island 
by April 28, but Pigeon Guillemots were plentiful 
Marbled Murrelets, in pairs, were in full breeding 
plumage in the Sidney area, April 28. Rhinoceros 
Auklets (7) and Tufted Puffins (3) were first seen 
at Oak Bay, May 24 (CJG). 

Pigeons, Hummingbirds, Flycatchers —Band-tailed 
Pigeons came to Eliza Island, March 28; there were 
100+ by mid-April. They were first seen at Victoria, 
April 20; a flock of 50, June 3, was the largest to 
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date (ARD). A Mourning Dove at Victoria, May 23, 
was uncommon (J. O. Clay). Rufous Hummingbirds 
came to Seattle, March 29 (Zella McM. Schultz), and 
to Blaine, April 15. At Victoria, the first, a female, 
was noted on April 6 (ARD). Western Flycatchers 
were at Seattle, April 22; and at Victoria, April 30. 
At Comox, flycatchers were fewer in number, except 
the Western. The Olive-sided, never plentiful, may 
have increased. The Olive-sided was at Seattle, May 
12; at Blaine, May 28; and at Victoria, May 20. 

Larks, Swallows, Wrens.—A flock of 20 Horned 
Larks (casual migrants at Comox) was noted, May 
10 (Fryer, fide Pearse). Violet-green Swallows were 
at Seattle, March 26; at Blaine, March 22 (late). 
Swallows at Comox were late (the first Violet-green 
was noted, March 28), and not up to normal, except 
the Cliff, which were in good numbers. The first Tree 
Swallows were seen at Seattle, March 26 (R. M. & 
Mrs. Boggs), but they came to Blaine, March 24. 
Barn Swallows were at Longview, April 26; to Blaine 
and Victoria, April 25. About 50 Barn Swallows at 
Comox, May 22, were probably migrating. Rough- 
winged Swallows were noted at Victoria, May 11 
(ARD). Cliff Swallows were in Seattle, April 26 
(ZMS). They were first seen at Blaine, April 4, 
with 120+ by June 1. House Wrens were at Long- 
view, April 24. This species, irregular in the Puget 
Sound area, was seen around Yelm and Olympia, 
and south of Seattle. They were at Victoria, April 
29 (JOC). 

Thrushes—Am. Robins were much below average 
at Comox, and there was no pronounced migration. 
Varied Thrushes left Longview, April 6, and Blaine, 
May 1. The first Hermit Thrush was seen at Blaine, 
April 1. The first Olive-backed Thrush was heard at 
Seattle, May 10 (ZMS); at Blaine and at Victoria, 
May 5. Western Bluebirds were quite plentiful south 
of Seattle, around Yelm and Olympia (VEC). A pair 
came to Blaine, March 15, where the first Townsend's 


Solitaires were seen, March 16. Solitaires came to 
Victoria, May 2. 
Pipits, Vireos, Warblers —Water Pipits moved 


through the Blaine area from April 29 to May 4. 
Only 1 flock of 6 Water Pipits was seen at Victoria, 
March 2 (ARD). Solitary Vireos came to Seattle, 
April 19 (ZMS). They were numerous in the Sooke 
River bottom west of Victoria, April 30 (CJG). Red- 
eyed Vireos were at Blaine, May 1. Warbling Vireos 
were first heard at Seattle, April 29, and at Victoria, 
May 4. Both the Solitary and Warbling Vireos were 
fewer in numbers at Comox; Orange-crowned, Yellow, 
Macgillivray’s and Black-capped Warblers were about 
average, but Audubon’s showed up badly on migra- 
tion; the first being seen, March 17. Orange-crowned 
Warblers came to Seattle, April 3; to Blaine, April 
3; to Eliza Island, April 5; and to Victoria, April 4. 
Yellow Warblers were first seen at Blaine, April 2; 
at Seattle, May 4; and at Victoria, May 5. Audubon’s 
Warblers were at Seattle, March 11; at Eliza Island, 
March 19; and were going through the Victoria area 
in fair numbers, April 1, where a few Myrtle Warb- 
lers were seen from April 18 to May 1. Black-throated 
Gray Warblers came to Seattle, April 18; and at 
Blaine, May 12. Townsend’s Warblers were at Vic- 
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toria, April 19; Black-capped, May 3; and Mac. 
gillivray’s, May 20 (ARD, JOC). The Black-capped 
arrived at Seattle and Blaine on May 5S. 

Blackbirds, Tanagers, Finches —Red-winged Black. 
birds came to Longview, April 6. Three Yellow. 
headed Blackbirds at Victoria, May 4, were note. 
worthy (ARD). This species was also seen at Comox 
(Burford, fide Pearse). Western Tanagers were noted 
at Seattle, May 13 (ZMS); and Black-headed Gros. 
beaks, May 27. Never very plentiful at Comox, the 
Black-headed may have increased slightly; Evening 
Grosbeaks were around for some weeks in April 
Evening Grosbeaks left Longview, May 24. House 
Finches (rare winter visitors) were seen in two places 
south of Seattle this spring, and at least one pair was 
seen in Seattle (VEC). 

Sparrows.—The sparrow migration at Comox was 
hardly noticeable. Savannah Sparrows came to Vic. 
toria, April 17, with the height of migration on May 
2; last seen, May 20. The small form brooksi, which 
nests there, was first seen, April 15 (ARD). Chipping 
Sparrows were at Blaine, April 20; and at Victoria, 
April 13, where they were common by the end of 
April. White-crowned Sparrows were at Longview. 
March 27; at Seattle, March 29; and at Blaine, April 
3. There were many at Victoria by April 28. Golden- 
crowned Sparrows passed through the Longview area 
from April 18 to May 3; the Blaine area from April 
18 to May 1; and at Victoria from April 6 to May 
20. The transient Lincoln’s Sparrow was seen at 
Victoria, April 18, and May 24 (JOC, ARD). The 
Lapland Longspur (rare transient) was recorded at 
Comox (Fryer, fide Pearse).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, 
Washington State Museum, University of Washing. 
ton, Seattle. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Cold 
weather which began the second week in April con- 
tinued with but few warm days until the last week 
in May. Rains, 
with snow in the 
mountains, fell 
sporadically to 
the end of the 
period. The low 
temperatures did 
not appear to 
greatly effect 
arrival dates of 
migrants from 
the south. How- 
ever, montane 
nesting birds 
accumulated at 
lower levels and 
some wintering 
species were 
noticeably late in 
departing. 

Bitterns —On a visit to 

















Egrets, Night Herons, 
Tulare Lake on April 4, W. B. Minturn found more 
than 200 Am. Egrets, with some nesting, and more 
than 400 Black-crowned Night Herons with many 





Mac- 
ped 


ack- 
Ow- 
10te- 
mox 
oted 
3LOS- 
the 
ning 
pril 
OuSE 
laces 


Cold 
con- 
week 
ains, 
in the 
fell 
t¢ 

f the 
og low 
-s did 
ar to 
ffect 
es of 
from 
How- 
itane 
birds 
d at 
ls and 
itering 
were 
late in 


isit to 


1 more 
| more 
many 


nesting. Barbara O'Neill saw a Least Bittern on the 
Hood-Franklin Rd., May 2. 

Geese and Ducks.—There were 8 Black Brant at 
Moss Landing, May 19 (WBM) and the same number 
near San Simeon, June 2 (R. H. Pray). Golden Gate 
Park in San Francisco was visited by two species of 
ducks that drew many observers to the area. A 
European Widgeon was first seen on April 11 by Vee 
Curtis and Florence Plymell and was last reported 
by Roberta Long on April 26. A Falcated Teal was 
watched there from May 5 to 19 by Joel T. Hedgpeth, 
et al. Because there are no previous records, the 
possibility that the teal was an escaped bird must be 
considered. Minturn saw a Fulvous Tree-duck at 
Mendota Dam, May 15. A. Meusser watched a pair 
of Barrow’s Golden-eyes near Tahoe City, April 2. 
An unusual record is that of an Old-squaw seen by 
Charles and Viola Anderson at Moss Landing, May 
24, and again on May 31. 

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles—Mr. and Mrs. E. R. 
Pickett, who are familiar with the species in Mexico, 
saw a Black Vulture, May 14, 20 miles east of 
Sacramento. Only 3 White-tailed Kites were reported 
this season: 1 near Sacramento, April 18 by W. K. 
Kirsher; 1 near Clovis, May 20 by Mrs. Marjory 
Vance; and 1 near Salinas, May 31 (CA, VA). On 
April 4 Howard L. Cogswell saw a Goshawk near 
Chinquapin in Yosemite National Park. A late winter- 
ing Ferruginous Hawk was seen by Minturn and J. 
G. Tyler at Tulare Lake on April 4. Cogswell saw 3 
Swainson’s Hawks: 1 near Vernalis and 1 near Snell- 
ing on April 4; and 1 over the Oakland Hills on 
May 5. Minturn found them nesting 35 feet up in a 
willow 10 miles north of Fresno. There was a Golden 
Eagle at Tulare Lake, April 4 (WBM), and 1 near 
Pinole, May 24 (A. Laurence Curl). Bald Eagles were 
nesting at Hogan Reservoir, April 3 (Fred G. 
Evenden, Jr.). 

Shorebirds —Ken Legg found the nest of a Black 
Oyster-catcher with 2 eggs at Point Lobos, May 26. 
Snowy Plovers were feeding 2 non-flying young on 
May 8 at Moss Landing where there were 2 nests 
with 3 eggs each, May 12 (CA, VA). On April 
28 the same observers watched a pair of Killdeer with 
4 non-flying young there. Near the mouth of the 
Pajaro River, Minturn saw an Am. Golden Plover 
on May 10. Red Knots at Bay Farm Island increased 
from 3 on April 11 (VC) to about 24, April 13 
(Junea W. Kelly), and 40 on April 25 (ALC). Late 
migrating Baird's Sandpipers were seen at Moss 
Landing: 3 on May 8 and 1, May 19 (CA, VA). The 
first Black-necked Stilt was seen on the nesting ground 
near Sacramento, April 4 (WKK) the same day Min- 
turn found 4 at Tulare Lake. There was 1 at the 
mouth of the Pajaro River, May 15 (WBM) and 
6 or 7 pairs at Moss Landing on May 29 (CA, VA). 

Terns.—Forster’s Terns at Elkhorn Slough increased 
from “‘several’’ on April 3 to about 800 (some young) 
on April 23 (CA, VA). From May 8 to 10 there 
were 700 to 800 near Santa Cruz where the same 
observer saw a Common Tern, May 8 (WBM). The 
Andersons saw the first Least Tern at Moss Landing 
on May 12 with 6 there on May 22. Cogswell watched 
a Royal Tern near the San Mateo Bridge, April 18. 


Two Black Terns were seen in the vicinity of Santa 
Cruz, May 10 (WBM). 

Swifts, Hummingbirds.—Near Clovis, Mrs. Marjory 
Vance saw the first Black Swifts, May 16, with 9 
there on May 20. Legg counted 21 flying north at 
Pt. Lobos, May 22. A Costa’s Hummingbird arrived 
near Clovis, April 2 (MV). Black-chinned Humming- 
birds were first seen: north of Fresno, April 22 
(WBBM); at Sacramento, April 29 (Mrs. ERP); and 
on May 9 at El Portal where they are scarcer than 
last year (WJF). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Swallows.—In coastal 
regions Pileated Woodpeckers were seen: 1 near 
Westport, April 24 by Mrs. R. Coy; and 1 near 
Lakoya Lodge, Napa County, May 10 (ALC). Three 
or 4 pairs of Lewis's Woodpeckers were nesting and 
feeding young in cottonwood trees at the top of 
Panoche Pass, San Benito Co., May 15 (WBM). 
White-headed Woodpeckers were unusually common 
in Yosemite Valley (Walter J. Fitzpatrick). Cassin’s 
Kingbirds were first seen by A. Meusser, March 29, 
on the Sacramento By-pass where the Picketts found 
a pair, April 5. There were an interesting number of 
observations of Say’s Phoebes in marginal territory 
with 1 near San Martin, May 9 (Santa Clara Valley 
Aud. Soc.); 3 near Greenfield, Monterey Co., May 
17 (CA, VA); and 1 near San Juan Batista, May 23 
(CA, VA). The first Olive-sided Flycatcher reported 
this season was seen in Oakland by Mrs. H. K. Trous- 
dale on April 6 with the next in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains, April 13, seen by Lina Snow. Fitzpatrick 
found them unusually common in Yosemite Valley. 

Chickadees, Nuthatches, Dipper.—The continued 
spread of Chestnut-backed Chickadees west of the 
Oakland-Berkeley Hills is confirmed by two nesting 
records in Oakland. In the Montclair section, where 
nest building commenced on March 24, noisy young 
were fed until May 23 (HKT); and at Mills College 
a pair was carrying food to large young in the nest 
on April 27 and 29 (HLC). On May 7 these young 
were found dead but elsewhere on the campus adults 
were seen with one or more fledglings. Although Red- 
breasted Nuthatches probably nest more or less 
regularly in the San Francisco Bay area, definite 
records are scarce. What appears to be the first nest- 
ing record in San Francisco has been watched in 
Golden Gate Park by Hedgpeth, beginning with ex- 
cavation of the nest hole, March 28 and continuing 
with nesting activity through May 25. A pair of Am. 
Dippers was nesting at 1400 feet on the Merced 
River, April 4 (HLC). 

Bluebirds, Solitaires, Vireos.—Western Bluebirds 
nested successfully on the floor of the San Joaquin 
Valley 10 miles north of Fresno; 3 or 4 spotted 
young were out of the nest, May 29 (WBM). 
Mountain Bluebirds were still at El Portal, May 31 
(WJF). Townsend's Solitaires stayed at low levels 
to the end of May, with many reported in Yosemite 
Valley (WJF), and 1 near El Portal, May 27 
(RHP). At Whitehall, El Dorado Co. (3400 ft.), 
they were first seen, April 18, with up to 8 present 
in April and some still there on May 24 (ERP). On 
May 13 Minturn found a Bell’s Vireo near Fresno 
where they are now uncommon, probably due to cow- 
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bird interference with nesting. Legg saw one at Pt. 
Lobos, May 24. 

Warblers, Orioles—The spring movement of 
warblers seems to have been normal except for large 
numbers of Audubon’s Warblers that stayed in Yose- 
mite Valley through May, far later than usual (W JF), 
and 2 Townsend's Warblers that were late in de- 
parting: 1 in Golden Gate Park, May 9 (JTH); and 
1 near Napa, May 10 (ALC). Hooded Orioles were 
observed rather generally from 
Monterey County during April and May. The most 
northerly was in Pleasants Valley, April 1 (JWK). 
Donald Brook saw an adult male feeding 2 young in 
Oakland, May 27. Mrs. Vance had them during May 
near Clovis where she also watched a male Scott's 
Oriole from May 1 to 29. 

Finches and Sparrows.—At the south end of Lake 
Tahoe the Argantes found 800 to 1000 Evening Gros- 
beaks on April 19. A transient Green-tailed Towhee 
was seen in Berkeley on May 16 by Mrs. Philip 
Breck, and Evenden saw a maturing male Lark Bunt- 
ing south of Colusa, April 3. “Thousands” of Oregon 
Juncos were still present at El Portal on May 30 
(WJF). The Harris's Sparrow that wintered near San 
Jose was seen regularly to May 4 (Grace Brubaker). 
White-crowned Sparrows (Gambel’s) were late in 
leaving, with stragglers in Berkeley to May 8 (RHP) 
and in Sacramento to May 11 (A. Kimball). Fitz- 
patrick saw a very late Golden-crowned Sparrow at 
El Portal, May 30. The White-throated Sparrow that 
wintered in Oakland was last seen on May 1 (HKT). 
—RUuSSELL H. PRAY, 662 Santa Rosa Ave., Berkeley 
7, Calif. 


Solano County to 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
mild winter continued as a mild spring in compari- 
son with last year at this time. February continued 
warm and dry 
with tempera- 
tures somewhat 
above normal 
and humidity 
dangerously low. 
A few influxes 
of early migrants 
appeared at this 
time. By April 
many landscapes 
had taken a 
parched look, 
since January 
and February 
(normally our 
wettest months) terminated with almost no rain. Rain- 
fall for the entire season was about one-fifth of the 
previous approximately two-thirds of 
normal. Continued warm spells brought early warm 
rains and thaws to the mountains in March. Mid- 
March and April weather was more winter-like with 
temperatures in some places more than 20° below 
normal, and a number of moderate rainstorms. These 
were accompanied by high wind conditions in the 
desert areas. The result was that many of the early 
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season and 


migrants in the mountain areas found themselves ip 
late winter conditions; insectivorous species were 
especially hard hit. Spring in the mountains was fe. 
tarded almost a full month after the premature thaws 
in late February. A few light storms in April helped 
to relieve the water situation but dangerous fire 
conditions again prevailed toward the end of May. 
Shore- and waterbird migrations were normal but 
land birds tended to migrate through in small waves” 
during April and May, a condition possibly brought 
about by the retarding effects of the weather. These 
“waves” were particularly prominent in the foothill 
canyons and in the desert oases which of course act 
as bird “traps,” and as a result are excellent indica- 
tors of prevailing bird conditions. These waves for 
the most part consisted of only one or two species 
of birds. 

Loons through Egrets—A small northward flight 
of loons (250+), with Arctic predominating, occurred 
on April 19 off Anacapa Island (John Tremontano). 
Western and Eared Grebes for the most part had 
departed from the ocean to inland lakes to the north 
and east by early April. A great southward flight of 
cormorants (sp.) was observed in mid-April from 
Alamitos Bay to Huntington Beach as more than 5000 
birds passed over the coastal area in a few hours (JT). 
Only a few shearwaters and no Fulmars were re- 
corded by the L. A. Audubon Society on their trip 
to Anacapa and Santa Cruz Islands, April 19. More 
than 2300 White Pelicans remained at Buena Vista 
Lake, Kern Co. and indications are good that they 
might breed. A single Ashy Petrel was collected on 
Jan. 7 at Oxnard, Ventura Co. (fide R. L. Pyle). 
Twelve Snowy Egrets were present near China Lake, 
June 9 (D. W. Moore). 

Waterfowl.—Most of the wintering waterfowl de- 
parted by mid-March but about 1000 Shovellers re- 
mained at Buena Vista Lake throughout May. A 
single Blue Goose was carefully identified at the south 
end of the Salton Sea, March 1, by members of the 
Whittier Audubon Society (fide J. H. Comby). Two 
White-fronted Geese were present near China Lake, 
April 12 (DWM). R. N. Shuart reported dry con- 
ditions near Redondo Beach were responsible for the 
poor numbers of waterfowl in that area. A small 
number of puddle ducks remained at China Lake 
through early June (DWM). Cinnamon Teal, Shovel- 
lers, and Ruddy Ducks were locally common _ in 
desirable breeding areas. 

Birds of Prey —The main flight of Turkey Vultures 
passed through the Region in mid-March and only 
a few small flights of Swainson’s Hawks were seen 
in early April. Either the main flight was missed or 
it did not materialize to great size. Golden Eagles 
were widely reported and 5 Bald Eagles were seen at 
Santa Cruz Island, April 1 (JT). Mrs. Stultz reported 
the White-tailed Kites still missing from the area 
near the San Gabriel River Wildlife Sanctuary, but 
they have appeared at Rolling Hills in Palos Verdes 
(D. M. Falconer) and at the Tupman Elk Preserve, 
Kern Co., April 16 (Ed.). A single Osprey at Santa 
Ynez, April 1 (R. M. Colcord), was the only one 
reported. A Prairie Falcon was at Little Blaine 
Canyon, San Diego Co., May 17 (James E. Crouch). 
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More Long-eared Owls reported: 2 at Tucker Sanctu- 
ary, Modjeska Canyon, June 8 (JT and Arnold 
Lane), and 6 from South Fork Valley, near China 
Lake, April 5 (DWM). Short-eared Owls were re- 
ported from the Los Angeles Airport on June 6 and 
Palos Verdes on June 10 (Herbert and Olga Clarke). 

Doves and Pigeons, Upland Game Birds.—Chinese 
Spotted Doves continued to spread north, south, and 
east from their hub in Los Angeles, and there was an 
increase near Riverside, Banning (Belle Wilson), and 
Corona (Norman H. Mellor). White-winged Doves 
were at Mecca, 2 on May 6 (Cecelia Foulkes), and 
near Yaqui Wells, San Diego Co., 6 on April 25 
(JEC), although quite uncommon west of the 
Colorado River Valley. A few Band-tailed Pigeons 
remained in the Mt. Pinos-Mt. Abel area (200, April 
26, Ed.) and 3 were at the Museum Grounds in 
Santa Barbara, June 29 (RMC). 

Rails through Alcids—Wintering shorebirds 
lingered until late April before finally departing for 
their breeding grounds. About 500 Willets and 
Marbled Godwits remained at Playa del Rey until 
mid-June. Some 10,000+ Dowitchers were still 
present at Buena Vista Lake on May 3 but most had 
departed by the end of the month (Ed.). More than 
800 Am. Avocets and 400 Black-necked Stilts re- 
mained as resident on the shores of that slowly reced- 
ing lake, and 3000 Western Sandpipers were still 
there on April 21. Many fine-plumaged Wilson's 
Phalaropes could be seen on the lake on April 25 
(Ed., R. E. Mall). Hudsonian Curlews migrated 
through the Region in good numbers and more than 
100 Long-billed Curlews were feeding on a hillside 
near Santa Monica, March 28 (Harold Baxter). 
Black Turnstones were numerous at choice localities, 
with more than 50 of the birds together with better 
than 100 Surf-birds present on the Ballona Creek 
Jetty through late March (R. Julian). Wandering 
Tattlers were scarce everywhere, even at Redondo 
Beach and Palos Verdes (RNS). A beautiful, rare, 
pure albino Killdeer was seen at Northridge in the 
San Fernando Valley in March (Sam Fraser). Laugh- 
ing Gulls were reported from Lake Cuyamaca, San 
Diego Co. (6), and possibly several more at China 
Lake, April 12 (DWM). Hundreds of Caspian Terns 
returned to the vicinity of the salt works near San 
Diego and more than 200 nests were found (JEC). 
More than 60 Black Terns migrated over Buena Vista 
Lake on April 25 (Ed.). A successful pelagic trip to 
Anacapa and Santa Cruz Islands, April 19, rewarded 
the observers with Xantus, Marbled, and Ancient 
Murrelets as well as 3 Black Oyster-catchers and the 
Santa Cruz Jay (JT). 

Hummingbirds, Swifts—An early Rufous Hum- 
mingbird was at Whittier Dam on Jan. 25 (JHC), 
and 2 others on Feb. 1 (HB); but the main flight 
of birds began in late February and continued through 
the end of April. More than 300 Rufous Humming- 
birds were feeding near Irvine Park, Orange Co., 
April 26 (Whittier Audubon Society, fide JT). Black- 
chinned, Allen’s and Costa’s arrived as normal. An 
Allen's Hummingbird with nest and 2 eggs in ad- 
vanced incubation was at the Museum Grounds in 
Santa Barbara, Feb. 17 (RMC). The reorganization 


and reconstruction of the bird sanctuary in Modjeska 
Canyon has afforded excellent results. Since many 
of the feeders for hummingbirds and other birds have 
been placed in operation the Tucker Sanctuary has 
again become a veritable bird trap for hummingbirds 
and other land birds. A very heavy flight of Vaux's 
Swifts occurred on May 8 along the coast and was 
observed by your editor near Calipatria. Birds moved 
through the foothills and along the coast by the 
thousands throughout the day. Smaller flights were 
observed elsewhere on May 15, 16, 17 and 20. 
Twelve Black Swifts migrated over Corona, May 22 
(NHM), and more than 20 were seen flying over 
Santa Anita Canyon, May 24 (Robert L. Taylor). 
White-throated Swifts had their breeding colonies 
well established by mid-April. 

Passerine Land Birds (General).—The migration 
of all species was good and for some species ex- 
ceptional. Mild weather in January and February 
lured some early arrivals, but the return to winter- 
like weather in March and early April checked the 
migration of many so that they were a week or two 
late in appearing. This undoubtedly caused a certain 
amount of bunching among the various species and 
when they finally did arrive, it was with the effect 
of a minor “wave.” This might have been interpreted 
as a marked increase in species but in most cases this 
was not so. There were several well marked flights in 
late April and early May. These flights were very 
heavy for several days, the most notable being April 
21 through April 24, April 26 and 27, May 1 through 
3, and May 15 through 20. Between these periods 
there was a decided influx as well, but these dates 
mark the highlights. This resulted in “wave-like” 
conditions for many species during this time, and to 
cite an instance, it was not uncommon to find 350 
Western Tanagers in a day during early May. 

Flycatchers and Swallows.—Ash-throated Fly- 
catchers arrived in force during the latter part of 
April, and Western Kingbirds were exceedingly 
numerous in many places and everywhere reported as 
abundant. Western Wood Pewees were also reported 
as increased, with as many as 100 or more near China 
Lake in the latter part of May (DWM). A single 
Cassin’s Kingbird was seen 20 miles north of Palos 
Verdes, March 30 (JT, Bill Hawkins, Pat Gould). 
Say’s Phoebes were down. Vermilion Flycatchers 
continued to attract attention (little wonder!). Two 
males were seen near Morongo Valley Inn, April 
22 (Belle Wilson) and a second male (the first 
died) arrived at Mecca, April 19, to mate with the 
surviving female and raise three young birds which 
left the nest on May 22 (CF). For the past two years 
there have been sporadic influxes of these beautiful 
birds, which appear to be becoming more stable. 
Several times recently they have succeeded in reach- 
ing the coast. Swallows were somewhat late in arriv- 
ing, with the bulk of the influx coming in the latter 
part of March. Purple Martins were seen as follows: 
Whittier, 1 on March 8 (JT), Pauma Valley, 2 on 
June 11 (Eleanor Beemer), and Irvine Lake, 20 on 
June 21. Thousands of swallows (mostly Cliff and 
Violet-green) migrated through SGRWS on April 
5 (Alma Stultz). 
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Thrushes, Waxwings, Vireos.—Olive-backed 
Thrushes had their heaviest flight between April 30 
and May 5. Many observers reported hundreds of 
birds, many of which were singing. Again only a 
few Am. Robins were seen, and yet these few birds 
seemed to have taken local residence in the lowlands. 
A singing Varied Thrush (singing is unusual away 
from the breeding grounds) was at the Museum 
Grounds in Santa Barabara, April 2 (RMC). Hermit 
Thrushes moved through early, but were not plenti- 
ful. Cedar Waxwings were scarce with only a few 
small flocks reported. Three Gray Vireos were identi- 
fied by R. N. Shaurt in Joshua Tree National Monu- 
ment, May 13. 

Warblers—Most of the wintering Audubon’s 
Warblers had departed for their breeding grounds 
by the first week in April. A small warbler flight oc- 
curred on March 9, and another on April 6, followed 
by a larger flight on April 20. Many observers re- 
ported warblers as extremely numerous, with all 
species well represented. A heavy flight of Town- 
send’s, Hermit, Black-capped, Black-throated Gray, 
and Yellow Warblers occurred on April 24-25. This 
was followed by six successive flights through May 
16. R. L. Taylor reported a very heavy flight of 
Townsend’s Warblers on May 1, through the Flint- 
ridge area. Mr. and Mrs. R. N. Shuart experienced 
a large warbler wave through the desert at the oasis 
of 29 Palms, May 14 and 15. Most of the birds were 
Yellow and Black-capped Warblers, with all of the 
others represented in much smaller numbers. A 
Prothonotary Warbler was found dead in Dial 
House Mission Canyon, Santa Barbara Co., May 25 
(RMC). A Black and White Warbler was at Sweet- 
water River, San Diego Co., March 19 (JEC); a 
second was at Mecca, April 21 (CF), and another 
was at the San Gabriel River Wildlife Sanctuary, 
May 20 (Alma Stultz, fide JT). A Black-throated 
Green Warbler was found near Whittier, June 5 
(JHC, fide JT). The (Yellow) Palm Warbler 
which appeared near Whittier on Dec. 27 remained 
for more than 5 months and was seen until June 1 
by scores of observers. 

Here is more evidence that there has been a 
decided westward movement of some of these eastern 
warblers in the past three years, perhaps only sporadic 
and occasional, but nonetheless quite evident after ex- 
amining these numerous, well-authenticated reports. 
Consider the list for the last year: Prothonotary 
(twice), Redstart (four times), Oven-bird, Black and 
White (nine times), Black-throated Green, Black- 
throated Blue, Yellow Palm, Painted Redstart (twice), 
Northern Water-thrush, Tennessee (three times), as 


well as other birds such as Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 
Orchard Oriole and others. 

Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers.—Three thousand 
Tricolored Blackbirds remained as the breeding popu. 
lation at Buena Vista Lake tule marshes. Twelve 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds were at Fisherman’s Re. 
treat near Banning in early June (Ethel West), many 
were found nesting near Mecca in early April (CF), 
and 2 were in the China Lake area, June 9 (CWM). 
Bullock’s Orioles arrived in bulk before the Hooded 
Orioles. A few Bullock’s were seen in mid-March, but 
the larger numbers began arriving in early April and 
continued until the end of the month. More than 75 
Bullocks were seen migrating through Palos Verdes, 
April 1 (JT). Hooded Orioles first arrived in late 
March, and their migration was more evenly dis- 
tributed in time until mid-May. Scott’s Orioles had 
arrived in San Diego County by April 26 (JEC). By 
far the most impressive migration was that of the 
Western Tanagers. Almost without exception obsery- 
ers reported them as more than abundant. Flocks of 
from 200 to 350 were not uncommon, with a group of 
as many as 500+ near Corona in early May (NHM). 
The peak of the flight came just after the middle of 
May, but large flocks were seen from mid-April until 
mid-June. The birds were quite tame, easily ap- 
proached, and tended to be highly communal when 
feeding. 

Finches and Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks 
had a fine flight, but they nowhere matched the num- 
bers of the Western Tanagers. Most of the Gros- 
beaks arrived in late April and early May. Blue 
Grosbeaks were numerous and widely reported, as 
follows: 1 at China Lake, May 9 (DWM), 2 at 
Santiago Canyon, May 25 (Ruby Curry), 1 at North 
Banning, May 10 (BW), 1 at Corona, June 13 
(NHM), 1 at Pauma Valley, April 21 (E. Sharp- 
less), 4 at Mecca, April 17 (G. Charbonneau), and 3 
at Irvine Lake, June 21 (Ed.). The extremely rare 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak (perhaps not 8 records in 
the last 20 years) arrived at a feeding tray in Tustin, 
Orange Co. on June 4. The male bird sang constantly 
and another grosbeak (from the good description, 
probably a female of the same species), was his 
constant companion. Green-tailed Towhees appeared 
at several desert oases during the migration. A large 
group of Red Crossbills apparently wintered in the 
Mt. Pinos-Mt. Abel forests. More than 100 birds 
were seen on April 26 feeding on Ponderosa Pine 
seeds (Ed.). They were previously seen in that area 
in December 1952. White-crowned and Golden- 
crowned Sparrows had for the most part departed by 
the end of April—ARNOLD SMALL, Department of 
Life Science, Taft Junior College, Taft, Calif. 





Target nights for lunar observations: Sept. 21, Oct. 21. 
Target days for hawk flights: 
Sept. 19-20; plus Sept. 12-13 in the North; Sept. 26-27 in the South. 
Deadline for breeding-bird censuses: Sept. 15. 
Christmas Count dates: Dec. 25 — Jan. 3. 





